Tornado aftermath 


Biden pledges support to help Kentucky, 


other states rebuild. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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Chauvin pleads guilty 


Ex-police officer pleads guilty to violating 
George Floyd’s civil rights. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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Fed to raise interest rates 


Fed expected to raise interest rates three 
times over course of 2022. NEWS, PAGE 10 
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Unseasonably mild 


Considerable cloudiness and 
breezy; high 63. SPORTS, PAGE 6 
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GLASTONBURY SCHOOL BOARD 


Mascot debate turns violent 


Man punches board member during recess of 
public meeting on potential restoration of name 


By Christine Dempsey 
and Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


Glastonbury police are investi- 
gating a disturbance at a Board of 
Education meeting Tuesday night 





116 


The 716 patients hospitalized with the virus 
in Connecticut is the most at any point over 
the past 10 months, according to the state. 


during which a man punched a 
board member as tempers flared 
over whether Glastonbury High 
School should restore its Native 
American-themed mascot, which 
was retired in 2020. 

No arrests have been made, Lt. 


1.1590 


Connecticut reported a daily COVID-19 
positivity rate of 7.15%. The seven-day rate 
is still lower than last week’s, at 5.63%. 


Corey Davis said Wednesday. 
During the public comment 
portion of the meeting, held in the 
Glastonbury High School audito- 
rium, a member of the audience 
yelled at board members. After the 
public hearing closed, the board 
held a 10-minute recess, during 
which the same man accosted 


ing to footage published by NBC 
Connecticut. 

McFall lightly pushed him away, 
to which the man responded by 
swiftly punching McFall, who 
fell to the ground. The crowd 
converged on the two men, sepa- 
rating them. It did not appear that 
McFall was seriously injured. 


As a result of the fracas, the 
board adjourned without voting 


board member Ray McFall in an 
aisle of the auditorium, accord- 





15% 


Officials say 75% of people hospitalized are 
unvaccinated, and the rate is even higher 
for people with severe virus symptoms. 





Laurie Galley, left, administers a booster to Melissa Powers at a clinic run by the Town of Vernon. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS 


HOSPITALS STRAIN 
AMID WINTER SURGE 





Amy Doyle prepares COVID-19 booster shots at the Vernon clinic. 
More than a third of state residents have received boosters. 


Bond package a boon for 
projects across the state 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Christmas will 
come early for many cities and 
towns as hundreds of millions of 
dollars will be awarded next week 
in the final State Bond Commis- 
sion meeting of the year. 

From basketball courts to 
massive highway interchanges 
to renovations at the Greenwich 
Senior Center, the state is handing 
out cash for projects in all corners 
of Connecticut. The projects must 


commission, which is chaired by 
Gov. Ned Lamont. Placement of 
an item on the agenda typically 
assures approval. 

The following projects are on 
the list for approval for the Dec. 21 
meeting: 

Enfield train station: One of 
the most high-profile awards is 
$35 million for a new train station 
for Enfield, which has been in the 
works for more than a decade with 
numerous false starts. 

The station would be constructed 


State’s health systems adjust to new reality 
as hospitalizations reach 10-month high 


By Alex Putterman | Hartford Courant 


Connecticut hospitals are filled with more than 700 COVID-19 
patients as a late fall coronavirus surge sweeps across the state. 

“We are very, very busy across our health system,” Dr. Tom 
Balcezak, chief clinical officer at Yale New Haven Health, said 
Wednesday. 

Balcezak said Yale New Haven Hospital is increasingly crowded 
due not only to the spike in COVID-19 patients but also the return of 
flu and to health issues stemming from people delaying care earlier 
in the pandemic. The hospital is currently constructing auxiliary 
emergency room space to meet the new demand and is exploring 
other ways to expand capacity throughoutits system, Balcezak said. 


Turn to Hospitals, Page 3 


Hilton wins funding for 
apartment conversion 


A $29 million rescue plan aimed (he 
at keeping downtown Hartford’s 
financially strapped Hilton hotel 

open by converting upper floors into 
apartments cleared a major hurdle 
Wednesday when $11 million in state- 
taxpayer backed loans were approved 
for the project. The site will feature 
147 apartments, with 20% reserved 
as “affordable” for those meeting 
guidelines. CONNECTICUT, PAGE 1 


on the issue. The purpose of the 
special meeting was to revisit 
the school board’s decision to 
retire the Tomahawks mascot for 
Glastonbury High School. 

“The Board of Education 
welcomes public comment and 
appreciates that there will always 
be passionate testimony when 


Turn to Mascot, Page 2 


CORONAVIRUS 
OUTBREAK 


Experts 
sound 
alarm on 
spread 


As delta accelerates, 
US told to expect 
spike in omicron 


By Laura Ungar 
and Carla K. Johnson 


Associated Press 


The new omicron corona- 
virus mutant speeding around 
the world may bring another 
wave of chaos, threatening to 
further stretch hospital work- 
ers already struggling with a 
surge of delta cases and upend 
holiday plans for the second 
year in a row. 

The White House on 
Wednesday insisted there is no 
need for a lockdown because 
vaccines are widely available 
and appear to offer protec- 
tion against the worst conse- 
quences of the virus. But even 
if omicron proves milder on 
the whole than delta, it may 
disarm some of the life-sav- 
ing tools available and put 
immune-compromised and 
elderly people at particular 
risk as it begins a rapid assault 
on the U.S. 

“Our delta surge is ongoing 
and, in fact, accelerating. And 
on top of that, we’re going to 
add an omicron surge,’ said Dr. 
Jacob Lemieux, who monitors 
variants for a research collabo- 
ration led by Harvard Medical 
School. 

“That’s alarming, because 
our hospitals are already filling 
up. Staff are fatigued,’ leaving 
limited capacity for a poten- 
tial crush of COVID-19 cases 
“from an omicron wave super- 
imposed on a delta surge.” 

Most likely, he and other 
experts said at a press brief- 
ing Tuesday, an omicron surge 
is already underway in the 
United States, with the latest 
mutant coronavirus outpacing 
the nation’s ability to track it. 

Based on specimens 
collected last week, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said omicron 


Turn to Spread, Page 3 
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Mascot 


from Page 1 


controversial issues are 
considered,” Glastonbury 
schools superintendent Alan 
Bookman said in a state- 
ment. “But it is critical that 
we listen to each other with 
respect and follow meeting 
rules so that everyone can 
be heard.” 

The Glastonbury board 
of education voted in the 


Bonds 


from Page 1 


in the hardscrabble Thomp- 
sonville section, a work- 
ing-class area of town near 
the waterfront. 

“All aboard!” said Sen. 
John A. Kissel, an Enfield 
Republican who has repre- 
sented the town for more 
than 25 years. 

“This is the result of a 
decade of collaboration 
among town, state and 
federal officials. It will be a 
game-changer for Thomp- 
sonville.” 

The train station 
would be near the Bige- 
low Commons apartment 
complex, which has more 
than 700 residents at a 
former carpet manufac- 
turing plant that has been 
redeveloped. 

Grants for job creation: 
The package calls for 
providing $25 million to 
the state’s “Small Business 
Express Program” that 
provides loans and grants to 
companies in return for job 
creation. Some $4 million of 
this will be directed toward 
a minority business initia- 
tive. 

Hartford redevelop- 
ment: The bond package 
would provide an addi- 
tional $24 million to the 
Capital Region Develop- 
ment Authority to support 
redevelopment projects in 
Hartford. 

This includes fund- 
ing for the next phase of 
the Downtown Crossing 
redevelopment, including 
construction of a 541-space 
parking garage and a 


Hartford Courant 


summer of 2020 to retire 
the high school’s Toma- 
hawks mascot, citing appro- 
priation of Native American 
culture. 

The high school has since 
adopted a new mascot, the 
“Glastonbury Guardians,” 
featuring a student-de- 
signed logo. In recent years, 
a growing number of schools 
across the state have tran- 
sitioned away from using 
Native American imagery 
for their sports teams. Last 





year, the state legislature 
passed a provision to with- 
hold slot machine reve- 
nue from Connecticut’s 
two tribal casinos from 
any towns whose schools 
continue to use Native 
American mascots. 

But the issue remains 
divisive in many towns: in 
2020, after dropping the 
Redmen mascot, the Kill- 
ingly Board of Education 
voted to reinstate it. 

School board meet- 


ings in Connecticut have 
increasingly become sites 
of conflict over cultural 
wars, on issues from school 
mascots to critical race 
theory and masking during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In Glastonbury, more 
than 2,500 supporters of the 
Tomahawks mascot signed a 
petition asking for an in-per- 
son public hearing and for 
the board to reverse its deci- 
sion to rename the mascot. 
Tomahawk supporters 


After more than a decade of delays, the State Bond Commission will award money for anew 
train station in Enfield. This conceptual design, based on the historic train station in Windsor 
Locks, was presented as part of the proposal for a new train platform in the Thompsonville 


section of town. COURTESY 


228-unit apartment build- 
ing adjacent to Dunkin’ 
Donuts Park. 

Another $11 million in 
loans would go to assist 
redevelopment of the 
Hilton Hotel property, 
preserving 166 hotel rooms 
and adding 147 apartment 
units, with 20% designated 
as affordable. 

The state would also 
provide $2 million to 
finance repairs at the 
Connecticut Convention 
Center in Hartford and 
Rentschler Field in East 
Hartford 

Real Art Ways in Hart- 
ford: The state is expecting 
to spend $3 million toward 
a major expansion that 
could cost $14.7 million at 
the well-known Real Art 
Ways in Hartford. 

The wide-ranging 
expansion would include a 
performing arts center, cafe, 


HOW TO REACH US 


educational centers for both 
children and adults, as well 
as additional movie theater 
space. 

The expansion would be 
the largest in the 46-year 
history of the arts center, 
including three movie 
screens. 

The center is still raising 
private money for ambi- 
tious plans that could even- 
tually add nine full-time 
and 16 part-time workers, 
substantially increasing the 
staff to 12 full-time and 28 
part-time workers. 

The I-91 bottleneck in 
Meriden: More than $70 
million would go toward 
one of the state’s biggest 
bottlenecks in Meriden, 
where I-91, I-691 and 
Route 15 converge creating 
frequent traffic backups. 

New funding would 
be provided for exten- 
sive improvements to the 
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I-691 East off-ramp to I-91 
north bound and along I-91 
northbound in Meriden and 
Middletown. 

Roads and bridges: More 
than $300 million is being 
set aside for transportation 
projects through bonding, 
rather than controversial 
highway tolls that were 
pushed by Gov. Ned Lamont 
but rejected by the state 
legislature. 

The requests include $83 
million for resurfacing, $26 
million for repairing roads, 
and $30 million for grants to 
municipalities to fix roads 
— a key program that is 
heavily lobbied at the state 
Capitol by mayors and first 
selectmen. The money for 
the towns has been delayed 
at times through the years 
due to state budgetary 
issues. 

Betsy Gara, executive 
director of the 110-member 


say they see the mascot 
as a “wonderful symbol 
to respectfully educate 
students and residents and 
respectfully celebrate Native 
American heritage,” accord- 
ing to the petition. 

In a statement, board 
chair Doug Foyle said 
that in making its deci- 
sion about the mascot, the 
board received a wide range 
of public comment and 
ultimately “concluded the 
Tomahawk mascot was not 


Council of Small Towns, 
hailed the release of the 
money as critical for small 
towns with populations less 
than 30,000 residents. 

“Tn the past, towns strug- 
gled to fund needed repairs 
to roads due to long delays 
in releasing funding,” Gara 
said. “Well-maintained 
roads are vital to public 
safety and economic devel- 
opment. 

Another $144 million 
is being set aside for bus 
and railroad facilities and 
equipment, along with 
millions more for repairing 
bridges. 

Office of the Chief Medi- 
cal Examiner: Officials are 
calling for $2.5 million in 
architectural, engineer- 
ing and planning fees for 
designing and renovat- 
ing the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner in Farm- 
ington. 

The construction, which 
would begin later, could 
cost on estimated $16.5 
million for additional 
autopsy rooms, offices, 
and storage space, among 
others. 

The expansion could be 
completed on state land 
behind the current build- 
ing in Farmington. 

Earlier this year, the 
medical examiner was 
looking for an additional 
$500,000 due to overtime 
and shift differentials for 
the night workers as the 
workload increased with 
more homicides, drug 
overdoses and thousands 
of COVID-19 deaths. 

Homicide investigations 


aligned with our district’s 
goal to promote under- 
standing and respect for all 
cultures.” 

“Instead of uniting our 
school community, it was 
dividing it,” Foyle said. 


Christine Dempsey may 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


Eliza Fawcett can be 
reached at elfawcett@ 
courant.com 


up 13% earlier this year. 

Dr. James Gill, the chief 
medical examiner, said 
the office needed another 
doctor because autopsies, 
which are done seven days a 
week, increased to 2,908 in 
the 2020 fiscal year, up from 
2,382 in the 2018 fiscal year. 

Despite the increased 
work, the office staffing had 
remained at the same level 
for the past four years at 50 
full-time employees. 

Police body cameras: 
After calls for reform 
following the death of 
George Floyd in police 
custody in Minneapo- 
lis, Connecticut officials 
pushed more strongly for 
body-worn cameras for 
police across the state. 

The commission will 
vote to reimburse towns 
for purchasing the cameras 
and the more-expensive 
video storage devices that 
are needed to archive many 
hours of recordings of 
police duties. 

The cameras were 
mandated under the contro- 
versial police accountability 
law, which passed mainly 
along party lines last year 
with Democrats in favor 
and Republicans against. 

The reimbursements 
of $379,000 include more 
than $100,000 for Green- 
wich, $54,000 in Suffield, 
nearly $40,000 in Wind- 
sor, and more than $20,000 
each in Waterford, West- 
brook, Clinton, Seymour, 
Plainville, and Brookfield, 
among others. 
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old saybrook 


12/11 KT Tunstall 


KT Tunstall burst onto the music scene in 2004 

with her worldwide smash debut album “Eye 

To The Telescope — selling 5 million copies and 

spawning hits “Black Horse and the Cherry 
ree” and “Suddenly | See.” 


12/18 The Drifters Music: Holiday & Hits 


One of Rock & Roll’s founding vocal groups is 
once again touring the U.S. Under the auspices 
of theif original mgt. While the faces have. 
changed over the years, four dynamite artists 
continue to keep the music alive. 


12/18 Handel Messiah Sing or Listen 
Open to all who want to sing-along, the Messi- 
ahSing combines Cappella Cantorum’s profes- 
sional soloists with a chorus of talented 





DAILY 





volunteers. SUDOKU 
12/21 The Bolshoi Ballet Encore: The Nutcracker DAILY je 

Shown on the Kates Big Screen. The excep- FUMBLE 

tional score by Tchaikovsky, brought to life by fa 

the Bolshoi Ballet dancers in The Nutcracker, 


delights the hearts and ears of all generations 
of Music lovers. 


12/28 NRBQ 


Led by Terry Adams, NRBQ continues to keep oe ~—s 
kickin’ into thier 6th decade. _ , 


12/29 Enter the Haggis 


For two decades, Toronto’s Enter The Haggis 
has combined bagpipes and fiddles with a rock 
hytnn section to create a distinctively eclectic 
celtic rock sound. 


12/30 The Adam Ezra Group 


A one-of-a-kind, folk-rock- community-driven 
experience, propelled by the spirit of the people 
in front of the stage. 


12/31 Best of the Boston Comedy Festival 


& 1/1 Take a break from all the family time and head 
out to The Kate to get the last laugh on 2018 
compaments of the Boston Comédy Festival 
circuit. 
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ELECTION 2021 116TH HOUSE DISTRICT 





By Mark Pazniokas 
CT Mirror 


Democrat Treneé McGee 
won a special election 
Tuesday in the 116th House 
District, succeeding a Demo- 
crat who resigned after his 
arrest on charges relating to 
the alleged misuse of federal 
relief funds. 

McGee, 27, is a council- 
woman and motivational 
speaker whose opposition 
to abortion will test the 
House Democratic majori- 
ty’s willingness to embrace 
a lawmaker with a view at 
odds with the caucus. 

Turning out the vote ina 
mid-December special elec- 
tion was the shared chal- 
lenge in a three-way race 
with Republican Richard 
DePalma and Portia A. Bias, 
a former Democratic coun- 
cil member on the ballot as 


Hospitals 


from Page 1 


The 716 patients hospi- 
talized with COVID-19 in 
Connecticut is the most at 
any point over the past 10 
months, according to state 
numbers. Hartford County, 
with 220 patients, and New 
Haven County, with 211 
patients, have the highest 
number of hospitalizations. 

According to the state, 
75% of people hospitalized 
with COVID-19 are unvac- 
cinated. Hospital officials 
say the rate is even higher 
when looking specifically 
at people with severe symp- 
toms. Hospitalizations have 
now more than tripled since 
the end of October. 

The state continues to 
see a significant surge in 
coronavirus transmission, 
averaging nearly 2,000 new 
cases a day. 

Cases and positivity 
rate: Connecticut reported 
1,723 new COVID-19 cases 
Wednesday out of 24,082 
tests, for a daily positivity 
rate of 7.15%. The state’s 
seven-day positivity rate 
now stands at 5.63%, up 
from Tuesday but down 
from last week. 

Connecticut has now 
averaged 1,723 daily 
COVID-19 cases over the 
past seven days, also up 
from Tuesday but down 
from last week. Unvacci- 
nated residents have been 
about five times as likely to 
test positive in recent weeks 
as vaccinated residents, 
according to state numbers. 

All eight Connecticut 
counties — as well as the 
rest of those in the North- 
east region — are currently 


Spread 


from Page 1 


accounted for about 3% 
of genetically-sequenced 
coronaviruses nationally. 
Percentages vary by region, 
with the highest, 13%, in the 
New York/New Jersey area. 

But Harvard experts said 
these are likely underesti- 
mates because omicron is 
moving so fast that surveil- 
lance attempts can’t keep up. 

Globally, more than 75 
countries have reported 
confirmed cases of omicron. 

In the United States, 36 
states have detected the 
variant. 

Meanwhile, delta is surg- 
ing in many places, with hot 
spots in New England and 
the upper Midwest. The 
five states with the highest 
two-week rolling average 
of cases per 100,000 people 
are New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Michigan, Minne- 
sota and Vermont. 

Universities are abruptly 
closing classrooms during 
finals week with infections 
multiplying at a fast rate. The 
NBA is postponing games 
and the NFL had its worst 
two-day outbreak since the 
start of the pandemic, with 
dozens of players infected. 

Outside the U.S., the pres- 
ident of the European Union 
said omicron will become 
the dominant variant in a 
month and declared that 
“once again, this Christmas 
will be overshadowed by the 
pandemic.” 

Scientists around the 
world are racing to under- 
stand omicron, which has a 
large number of worrisome 
mutations in important 
regions of its genetic struc- 
ture that could affect how 


a petitioning Independent. 
Unofficial results showed 
McGee with 572 votes, 
DePalma 471 and Bias 45. 
Turnout was 11.23%. 
Former Rep. Michael 
DiMassa resigned from 
both the House and a job at 
city hall in October after a 
federal indictment accused 
him of steering more than 
$636,000 in pandemic relief 
to acompany he and another 
employee created in Janu- 


DePalma, who twice lost 
to DiMassa by lopsided 
margins, tried to tie McGee 
to the scandal, suggesting 
that the city council should 
have exercised greater over- 
sight over spending at city 
hall. 

“Why wasn’t Council 
Member McGee watching 
out for us?” he said in a Face- 
book ad. “We could use that 


$636,00 right about now!” 

McGee said she believed 
that question made the race 
relatively close. 

“Although my campaign 
had taken a controversial 
turn, a majority of what 
people were concerned 
about was the money taken,” 
McGee said. “They wanted 
to know was it going to be 
replenished. They wanted 
transparency. They wanted 
integrity.” 

The “controversial turn” 
was her opposition to 
abortion rights, a position 
explored in a CT Mirror 
story nine days ago. Overall, 
she said, her direct approach 
to the issue was a positive. 

She said she found 
common ground with some 
voters and an appreciation 
for being forthright with 
others. 

“People were inspired by 
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my bravery,” she said. 
“I didn’t know I was 
being brave.” 

McGee said her goal 
as a lawmaker would 
not be to ban abortion, 
but to develop policies 
that would give preg- 
nant women other 
choices and lessen 
demand. 

The Democratic advan- 
tage was significant, even 
with a former Democratic 
council member ostensi- 
bly taking votes away from 
McGee. Bias lost her coun- 
cil seat in 2019, when Demo- 
crats endorsed McGee over 
her. 

With more than 15,000 
enrolled voters, Demo- 
crats outnumber the 3,500 
Republicans and nearly 
9,600 unaffiliated voters in 
this racially diverse city of 
55,000. 
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McGee 





The House 
district, one of 
three in West 
Haven, covers 
four polling places 
here and one ina 
tiny slice of New 
Haven, where only 
a dozen voters 
turned out — all 
for McGee. The new district 
map recently approved by 
a bipartisan Reapportion- 
ment Commission places 
all of the 116th within West 
Haven. 

McGee’s opposition to 
abortion was not an issue in 
West Haven, even as it raised 
concerns among activists 
in Hartford. Neither of her 
opponents said they were 
aware of it. 

She was one of only two 
signers of a letter circulated 
by Democrats for Life in 
2020 that urged the Demo- 


McGee wins seat vacated by arrested lawmaker 


cratic National Committee 
to restore language from 
the 2000 platform that 
acknowledged a diversity of 
opinion on abortion. 

The platform supported 
a women’s right to choose, 
but it also stated, “The 
Democratic Party is a party 
of inclusion. We respect the 
individual conscience of 
each American on this diffi- 
cult issue, and we welcome 
all our members to partic- 
ipate at every level of our 
party.” 

DiMassa was unopposed 
in 2020. He twice beat 
DePalma, winning his first 
term in 2016 with 73% of 
the vote and reelection in 
2018 with 74% of the vote. 
On Tuesday, McGee got by 
with 52.57% — closer, but 
still nearly 10 points better 
than the runner-up’s 43.29% 
in a three-way race. 








Donna Sahlberg, left, receives her booster shot from paramedic Todd Lomento at a clinic in Vernon. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


recording “high” levels of 
COVID-19 transmission 
as defined by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. With this 
level of transmission, the 
CDC advises people to wear 
a mask in public indoor 
settings. 

Deaths: Connecticut 
reports COVID-19 deaths 


on Thursdays. Last week, 
the state recorded 37 
deaths, bringing its total 
during the pandemic to 
8,946. 

As COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations have 
surged in Connecticut 
over recent weeks, deaths 
have risen slightly but still 
remain far below the levels 
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recorded last winter. 

The United States has 
now recorded 800,867 
deaths related to COVID-19, 
according Johns Hopkins. 

Vaccinations: As of 
Tuesday, 86.3% of all 
Connecticut residents and 
95% of those 12 and older 
had received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine dose, 





while 73.7% of all residents 
and 83.1% of those 12 and 
older were fully vaccinated, 
according to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 
33.9% of fully vaccinated 
Connecticut residents 18 
or older have received a 
booster dose. 

The CDC warns that 
booster shots are some- 


\ 


People line up at a coronavirus testing site Monday in New York City’s Times Square. SETH WENIG/AP 


well it spreads from person 
to person. How quickly the 
number of cases doubles, 
known as “doubling time,” 
can give a preview of what 
the disease burden could be 
in a few weeks. 

CDC Director Rochelle 
Walensky said Wednes- 
day that early data suggests 
omicron is more trans- 
missible than delta, with a 
doubling time of about two 
days. 

In Britain, where omicron 
cases are doubling every two 
to three days, the variant is 
expected to soon replace 
delta as the dominant strain 
in the country. 

“The data out of the U.K. 


are quite alarming at this 
point,’ and foreshadow 
what’s to come in the US., 
said Bronwyn MacIn- 
nis, director of pathogen 
genomic surveillance at the 
Broad Institute of MIT and 
Harvard. 

For example, she said, 
by Tuesday, omicron was 
already the most common 
variant in London. 

In many ways, omicron 
remains a mystery. Hints are 
emerging from South Africa, 
where it was first reported, 
indicating it may cause less 
severe disease than delta 
but be better at evading 
vaccines. 

But, MacInnis warned: 


“There’s much more that we 
don’t know about this vari- 
ant than we do, including the 
severity.” 

At the same time, 
Lemieux said, there seem 
to be fewer tools to fight 
it. Some monoclonal anti- 
body treatments don’t work 
as well against omicron 
in lab tests, Lemieux said. 
Vaccines appear to offer 
less protection against 
breakthrough cases — not 
necessarily severe disease — 
although CDC officials said 
booster shots strengthen 
that protection. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top infectious 
disease expert, said Wednes- 


day that there is no need, for 
now, for an omicron-specific 
booster shot. The two-dose 
mRNA vaccines, the Pfizer 
and Moderna shots, still 
appear to offer strong 
protection against hospi- 
talization from omicron, he 
said. 

“If we didn’t have these 
tools, I would be telling you 
to really be worried,” Fauci 
said. 

Jeff Zients, the White 
House coronavirus response 
coordinator, said the U.S. 
has the tools to fight the 
virus, including omicron, 
and “there is no need to lock 
down.” With vaccines avail- 
able now for 95% of Ameri- 


times misclassified as first 
doses, likely inflating the 
reported number of first- 
dose coverage and under- 
stating the true number of 
people who have received 
boosters. 


Alex Putterman can be 
reached at aputterman@ 
courant.com. 


“No matter 
how severely it 
affects healthy, 


fully-vaccinated 


and boosted 
populations, it 

will hit the most 
vulnerable among 
us the hardest still.” 


Bronwyn MacInnis, 
director of pathogen 
genomic surveillance 
at the Broad Institute 
of MIT and Harvard 


cans, “we know how to keep 
our kids in schools and our 
businesses open. And we’re 
not going to shut down.” 

Health officials called on 
Americans to get vaccinated, 
get their booster shots, wear 
masks indoors and get tested 
before traveling and before 
holiday gatherings. 

“Hospital capacity is 
already at a breaking point 
in many states because of 
severe cases of COVID-19,” 
Michael Fraser, CEO of the 
Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials, 
said in a statement. 

Given the high level of 
transmission, MacInnis 
said there will undoubtedly 
be severe cases. 

“No matter how severely 
it affects healthy, fully-vac- 
cinated and boosted popu- 
lations, it will hit the most 
vulnerable among us the 
hardest still,’ she said. “So 
the elderly, the immuno- 
compromised, other vulner- 
able populations will still be 
at greatest risk and still bear 
the brunt of this.” 
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Biden tours tornado damage in Ky. 


President pledges 
support to rebuild 
battered areas 


By Alexandra Jaffe 
and Zeke Miller 


Associated Press 


DAWSON SPRINGS, ky. 
— President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday pledged to do 
“whatever it takes, as long 
as it takes” to help Kentucky 
and other states after a series 
of deadly tornadoes that he 
said left a trail of unimag- 
inable devastation. “You 
will recover and rebuild,” 
he said. 

“The scope and scale of 
this destruction is almost 
beyond belief,’ he said as he 
stood before a home reduced 
to a few walls and piles of 
rubble in Dawson Springs, 
one of two Kentucky towns 
he visited. 

Biden spoke of the stress 
felt by victims of natural 
disasters such as the week- 
end storms that swept across 
eight states and said it was 
urgent that people be moved 
from emergency shelters in 
order to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. At the same 
time, the president praised 
the outpouring of support 
from reeling communities 
and said the federal support 
he has committed will keep 
flowing. 

“Something good has to 
come out of this,” Biden said. 
“In so many places, destruc- 
tion was met with compas- 
sion.” 

More than 30 tornadoes 
tore through Kentucky and 
seven other states over the 
weekend, killing at least 88 
people. Thousands of resi- 
dents have lost their homes 
or are without power. 

“T intend to do whatever 
it takes as long as it takes 
to support your state, your 
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President Joe Biden talks with residents Wednesday during his trip to survey damage in Mayfield, Kentucky. ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


local leaders, as you recover 
and rebuild, and you will 
recover and rebuild,” Biden 
said. 

In Dawson Springs, Biden 
walked through mounds of 
debris. Shattered Christmas 
decorations were tangled up 
with shards of furniture and 
strewn clothing. Trees were 
uprooted among homes 
reduced to rubble. Over the 
sounds of heavy machin- 
ery engaged in cleanup 
just blocks away, the presi- 
dent stopped to speak with 
storms victims, including a 
girl clutching an American 
flag. 

Biden came over to a 
family sitting before a home 
without a roof or windows, 
and also spoke to a group of 


police officers. He offered 
hugs to an older couple. 
And at one point he joked 
with woman wearing Green 
Bay Packers apparel that she 
should tell star NFL quar- 
terback Aaron Rodgers that 
“he’s gotta get the vaccine” 
— areference to Rodgers’ 
stand against the COVID- 
19 shot. 

Earlier, in Mayfield, the 
president held hands in 
prayer with Graves County 
Executive Jesse Perry 
and a pastor. A family that 
had gathered in front of a 
destroyed home talked with 
Biden, who told reporters he 
was “impressed how every- 
body is working together” 
on the recovery. 

On Mayfield’s main 


Ex-officer pleads guilty 
to violating Floyd’s rights 


Chauvin also admits 
guilt in different case 
against teen in 2017 


By Amy Forliti 


Associated Press 


ST. PAUL, Minn. — 
Former Minneapolis police 
Officer Derek Chauvin 
pleaded guilty Wednesday 
to a federal charge of violat- 
ing George Floyd’s civil 
rights, admitting for the first 
time that he kept his knee 
on Floyd’s neck — even after 
he became unresponsive — 
resulting in the Black man’s 
death. 

Chauvin, who is white, 
was convicted this spring 
of state murder and 
manslaughter charges in 
Floyd’s May 25, 2020, death, 
and was sentenced to 22% 
years. 

In his federal plea 
Wednesday, Chauvin admit- 
ted he willfully deprived 
Floyd of his right to be free 
from unreasonable seizure, 
including unreasonable 
force by a police officer, by 
kneeling on Floyd’s neck 
even though he was hand- 
cuffed and not resisting. 
A second federal count in 
Floyd’s death was dismissed, 
but Chauvin pleaded guilty 
to another count in an unre- 
lated 2017 case. 

Chauvin appeared in 


person for the change of plea 
hearing in an orange short- 
sleeve prison shirt and was 
led into and out of the court 
in handcufts. He said “Guilty, 
your honor” to confirm his 
pleas and acknowledged 
that he committed the acts 
alleged. 

Chauvin could have faced 
life in prison on the federal 
count, one possible incen- 
tive for him to avoid trial. 
Under the plea agreement, 
both sides agreed Chauvin 
should face a sentence rang- 
ing from 20 to 25 years, with 
prosecutors saying they 
would seek 25. The final 
sentence will be up to US. 
District Judge Paul Magnu- 
son, but Chauvin is likely to 
face more time behind bars 
than he would on the state 
charges alone. 

Through a combination 
of good behavior and parole, 
Chauvin’s state sentence is 
likely to amount to 15 years 
behind bars. A federal 
sentence would run at the 
same time, and good behav- 
ior also can reduce time — 
but inmates still typically 
serve about 85% of their 
sentences. 

That means if Chauvin 
gets the 25 years prosecutors 
want, he would likely spend 
21 years and three months 
in prison — or a little more 
than six years beyond his 
state sentence. 





Nurse Sheena Davis administers a dose of the Moderna 
vaccine Wednesday in Chester, Pa. MATT ROURKE/AP 


Three other former off- 
cers — Thomas Lane, J. 
Kueng and Tou Thao — were 
indicted on federal charges 
alongside Chauvin. 

Floyd’s arrest and death, 
which a bystander captured 
on cellphone video, sparked 
mass protests nation- 
wide calling for an end to 
racial inequality and police 
mistreatment of Black 
people. 

Chauvin also pleaded 
guilty to violating the rights 
ofa 14-year-old boy during a 
2017 arrest in which he held 
the boy by the throat, hit him 
in the head with a flashlight 
and held his knee on the 
boy’s neck and upper back 
while he was prone, hand- 
cuffed and not resisting. 

Several members of 
Floyd’s family were pres- 
ent Wednesday, as was the 
teenager in the 2017 arrest. 
As they left the courtroom, 
Floyd’s brother Philonise 
said to the teen: “It’s a good 
day for justice.” 

Nine people came to 
support Chauvin, including 
family members. He waved 
and smiled at them. 

George Floyd’s nephew, 
Brandon Williams, after- 
ward called Chauvin a 
“monster” who should have 
been arrested in 2017. 

“Had he been held 
accountable for what he 
did in 2017 to that minor, 


street, Biden spoke with two 
women in a shattered build- 
ing. They had a sign that 
said, “God is good. Beaten 
but not defeated.” 

Biden also took an aerial 
tour of the damage and held 
a briefing with officials in an 
airport hangar. “I’m here to 
listen,” he said. This kind of 
tragedy, Biden said, “either 
brings people together or it 
knocks them apart.” 

He added: “There’s no red 
tornadoes and blue torna- 
does.” 

Despite Biden’s push for 
unity in the face of disas- 
ter, his visit to the Republi- 
can county, which former 
President Donald Trump 
won by a nearly 4-to-l 
margin in 2020 — brought 





out some detractors. Scat- 
tered protesters offered up 
“Let’s go, Brandon” chants, 
used by some conservatives 
to represent a more vulgar 
epithet against the presi- 
dent, as Biden arrived. 

But Biden’s stop was met 
with optimism by many resi- 
dents, who said they hoped 
the president would help get 
their communities back on 
their feet. 

“T want to see if he’s going 
to help individuals who 
have been affected by this,” 
said Michelle Anderson, 
68, who took cover in her 
bathtub with her cat when 
the tornado ripped the 
roof off the second floor of 
her apartment building in 
Mayfield. “I hope he does.” 


While congressional busi- 
ness kept him in Washing- 
ton during the tour, Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., has 
spoken about his apprecia- 
tion for Biden’s response to 
the disaster. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., said 
she is talking to Kentucky 
lawmakers about what’ is 
needed for the state — anod 
to a possible disaster relief 
bill with supplemental funds 
for recovery. 

Across the country, it’s 
been a year marked by a 
notable increase in extreme 
weather occurrences driven 
primarily by climate change. 
Only a month after he was 
sworn into office, Biden 
went to Houston to survey 
the damage wrought by a 
historic storm. He was in 
Idaho, Colorado and Cali- 
fornia to survey wildfire 
damage during the summer. 
After Hurricane Ida struck, 
Biden went to Louisiana as 
well as New Jersey and New 
York in September. 

The disasters have offered 
Biden evidence of what he 
says is the pressing need 
for America to do more to 
combat climate change and 
prepare for future disas- 
ters — a case he made to 
help push for passage of his 
spending proposals. 

The $1 trillion infrastruc- 
ture bill, signed into law last 
month, includes billions 
for climate resilience proj- 
ects aimed to better defend 
people and property from 
future storms, wildfires 
and other natural disasters. 
His proposed $2 trillion 
social spending package, 
still pending in Congress, 
includes billions more to 
help shift the nation away 
from oil, gas and coal and 
toward widespread clean 
energy and electric vehicle 
use. 
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Brandon Williams, George Floyd’s nephew, calls Derek Chauvin “a monster” after the former 
Minneapolis officer pleaded guilty Wednesday in St. Paul, Minnesota. NIKOLAS LIEPINS/AP 


George Floyd would still be 
here,” Williams said. “Today 
he had a chance to blow 
kisses and give air hugs to 
his family. We can’t do that.” 

To bring federal charges 
in deaths involving police, 
prosecutors must believe 
an officer acted under the 
“color of law,’ or govern- 
ment authority, and willfully 
deprived someone of their 
constitutional rights. It’s a 
high legal standard, and an 
accident, bad judgment or 
negligence aren’t enough. 
Prosecutors have to prove 
the officer knew what he 


was doing was wrong in that 
moment but did it anyway. 

Chauvin admitted that he 
knew what he did to Floyd 
was wrong and he had a 
“callous and wanton disre- 
gard” for Floyd’s life, the 
plea agreement said. It also 
said Chauvin “was aware 
that Mr. Floyd not only 
stopped resisting, but also 
stopped talking, stopped 
moving, stopped breathing, 
and lost consciousness and 
a pulse.” 

According to evidence in 
the state case against Chau- 
vin, Kueng and Lane helped 


restrain Floyd as he was on 
the ground — Kueng knelt 
on Floyd’s back and Lane 
held down Floyd’s legs. Thao 
held back bystanders and 
kept them from intervening. 

All four former officers 
were charged broadly in 
federal court with depriv- 
ing Floyd of his rights while 
acting under government 
authority. 

The other three former 
officers are still expected to 
go to trial on federal charges 
in January, and they face 
state trial on aiding and abet- 
ting counts in March. 


US spent over $4 trillion on health care in 2020 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
health care spending rock- 
eted to $4.1 trillion last year 
as Congress opened the 
spigot of federal dollars 
to battle the coronavirus 
pandemic across multiple 
fronts. 

A government report out 
Wednesday said national 
health spending jumped 
by 9.7% in 2020, more than 
double the usual growth 
rate, with health care 
accounting for nearly $1 of 


every $5 in the economy. 
The federal government 
share of health spending 
increased by 36%. 

In a twist, that growth 
was driven not so much by 
care devoted to patients, 
but by federal subsidies to 
keep hospitals and medical 
providers solvent; funding to 
develop and deploy COVID- 
19 tests, vaccines, treatments 
and countermeasures; and 
assistance to state Medicaid 
programs facing a potential 
wave of uninsured people in 
a public health crisis. 


“The story that unfolded 
in 2020 and continues today 
is unlike anything that has 
happened in the past 100 
years,” said the report by 
number crunchers at the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. 

Published online by the 
journal Health Affairs, the 
report is an annual yardstick 
measuring health care’s 
impact across the economy. 

Last year, as elective 
surgeries got canceled and 
telehealth replaced office 
visits, Congress overwhelm- 


ingly approved bipartisan 
measures that pumped out 
tens of billions of dollars to 
keep the private health care 
system from collapsing. 

The strategy largely 
worked, said economist 
Douglas Holtz-Eakin, a 
former director of the 
nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office and longtime 
policy adviser to Republi- 
cans. 

The $4.1 trillion tab 
represents an increase of 
$365 billion from national 
health spending in 2019. 
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But as the deadline 
nears, some say the 
funds aren’t enough 


By Andrew Selsky 


Associated Press 


McMINNVILLE, Ore. — 
The opioid epidemic blew 
into this picturesque Oregon 
town like a toxic wind, leav- 
ing overdoses, addiction, 
homelessness and wrecked 
families in its wake. 

In a humble, single-story 
brick building, three blocks 
from downtown McMinn- 
ville’s wine-tasting rooms 
and cafes, staffers and volun- 
teers of a recovery center 
called Provoking Hope help 
the casualties. The workers, 
who themselves are recov- 
ering from drug addiction, 
offer counseling, coffee and, 
for some, clean syringes. 

McMinnville and thou- 
sands of other towns across 
the United States are on 
the precipice of receiving 
billions of dollars in the 
second-biggest legal settle- 
ment in U.S. history. 

The $26 billion from 
three drug distributors and 
a pharmaceutical manufac- 
turer would address damage 
wrought by opioids, which 
the federal government 
declared in 2017 was a public 
health emergency. 

States, counties and cities 
face a deadline in three 
weeks to sign onto the settle- 
ment, and most states have 
agreed to do so. 

But a few holdouts 
remain, including Oregon, 
where disagreements have 
emerged between state and 
local government officials. 

The money is needed. 
In Yamhill County, where 
McMinnville is the county 
seat, it would expand 
counseling and treatment, 
including in jails, expand 
residential treatment and 
recovery facilities and fund 
other programs, said County 
Commissioner Casey Kulla. 

As Provoking Hope’s 
office manager, Anne 
Muilenburg has seen the 
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Anne Muilenburg, right, and Debra Cross last week in Muilenburg’s office in Provoking Hope, which helps people who are addicted to drugs. ANDREW SELSKY/AP 


devastating effects of drug 
addiction and also experi- 
enced it first-hand. 

She says her addiction 
started as many in Amer- 
ica did, after her physician 
prescribed opioids. They 
were for a painful spinal 
bone spur. Ten years later, 
using her prescription and 
buying two other people’s 
prescriptions, she was 
taking 35 pills per day, far 
exceeding the maximum 
dosage. 

“It wasn’t even enough 
to make me feel high. It was 
just enough to not make me 
sick,” Muilenburg said. She 
described opiate withdrawal 
— experienced when she 
would run out of pills — as 
“the worst feeling ever.” 

“It makes you feel like 
somebody’s peeling your 
skin off,” she recalled in her 
small office, decorated with 
posters with sayings like “be 
kind” and “stay humble.” 


Banat nen 


Muilenburg finally got 
treatment but then “drug 
jumped” to alcohol and 
methamphetamine. She 
wound up losing her job 
in a car dealership, lost her 
husband (they have since 
reunited), was in and out of 
jail and found herself living 
on the street. 

“My being homeless was 
one of the things that led 
me to wanting to change my 
life” Muilenburg said. 

She has been free of drugs 
for 4 % years. Muilenburg 
said funds from the settle- 
ment are needed to address 
the community’s drug 
dependency. 

“We need more treatment 
centers. Every place needs 
more treatment centers,” 
she said. “It’s ridiculous 
that somebody wants to go 
to treatment and they have 
to wait eight to 10 weeks for 
a bed.” 

In the U.S., more than 
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500,000 deaths over the 
last two decades have been 
linked to opioids, both 
prescription drugs and ille- 
gal ones. The clock is tick- 
ing on the settlement, with 
a payout second only to the 
$200 billion-plus tobacco 
settlement, in 1998, with the 
nation’s four largest tobacco 
companies. 

The three drug distrib- 
utors — AmerisourceBer- 
gen, Cardinal Health and 
McKesson — and drug 
maker Johnson & John- 
son agreed in July to pay 
the combined $26 billion 
to resolve thousands of 
state and local government 
lawsuits. 

But if the defendants 
feel there’s a lack of partic- 
ipation by states and local 
jurisdictions, it could cause 
them to back away from 
the landmark agreement 
or eventually reduce the 
amount of the settlement. 


In exchange for the payout, 
participating states, coun- 
ties and cities would have 
to drop any lawsuits against 
the defendants and agree 
not to sue them in the future 
for the opioid epidemic. 

“There are complex 
tradeoffs at stake here,” 
said Caleb Alexander, a 
drug safety expert at Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health. “On the 
one hand, the settlement 
would offer sorely needed 
funding to scale up treat- 
ment and otherwise address 
the opioid epidemic. On 
the other, many parties 
believe the settlement is not 
enough.” 

At least 45 states have 
signed on or signaled their 
intent to do so, and at least 
4,012 counties and cities 
have also confirmed partic- 
ipation, plaintiffs’ attorneys 
said last week. 

Washington state has 
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already ruled out participat- 
ing, with Attorney General 
Bob Ferguson calling the 
settlement “woefully insuf- 
ficient.” 

He’s suing the nation’s 
three biggest drug distrib- 
utors — the same ones in 
the national settlement — 
for $38 billion in a trial that 
began in November. 

In Pennsylvania, the 
district attorneys for Phil- 
adelphia and Allegheny 
County, which includes 
Pittsburgh, have sued the 
state attorney general 
to ensure their lawsuits 
against the drug indus- 
try could continue, saying 
their communities’ shares 
from the settlement would 
cover only a fraction of the 
epidemic’s financial toll. 

“We are not going to 
accept a settlement that 
is a sellout,’ Philadelphia 
District Attorney Larry 
Krasner said. 


Congresswoman Jahana Hayes supported the bipartisan 
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act 
to bring $6 billion back to Connecticut! 
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New normal? Letting losers win? 
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Anti-democratic 
movement making 
inroads around US 


By David Leonhardt 
The New York Times 


American politics these 
days can often seem fairly 
normal. President Joe Biden 
has had both big accom- 
plishments and big setbacks 
in his first year, as is typi- 
cal. In Congress, members 
are haggling over bills and 
passing some of them. At the 
Supreme Court, justices are 
hearing cases. Daily media 
coverage tends to reflect this 
apparent sense of political 
normalcy. 

But American politics 
today is not really normal. It 
may instead be in the midst of 
a radical shift away from the 
democratic rules and tradi- 
tions that have guided the 
country for along time. 

An anti-democratic move- 
ment, inspired by former 
President Donald Trump 
but much larger than he is, is 
making significant progress. 

In the states that decide 
modern presidential elec- 
tions, this movement has 
already changed some laws 
and ousted election officials, 
with the aim of overturning 
future results. It has justified 
the changes with false state- 
ments claiming that Biden 
did not win the election. 

The movement has 
encountered surprisingly 
little opposition. Most lead- 
ing Republican politicians 
have either looked the 
other way or supported the 
anti-democratic movement. 
In the House, Republicans 
ousted Liz Cheney from a 
leadership position because 
she called out Trump's lies. 

The pushback within the 
Republican Party has been 
so weak that 60% of Repub- 
lican adults now tell pollsters 
that they believe the 2020 
election was stolen — a view 
that’s simply wrong. 

Most Democratic officials 
have been focused on issues 
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other than election security, 
like COVID-19 and the econ- 
omy. It’s true that congressio- 
nal Democrats have tried to 
pass a new voting rights bill, 
only to be stymied by Repub- 
lican opposition and the fili- 
buster. 

But these Democratic 
efforts have been sprawling 
and unfocused. 

They have included 
proposals — on voter-ID 
rules and mail-in ballots — 
that are almost certainly less 
important than a federal law 
to block the overturning of 
elections. 

All of which has created 
a remarkable possibility: In 
the 2024 presidential elec- 
tion, Republican officials in at 
least one state may overturn 
a legitimate election result, 
citing fraud that does not 
exist, and award the state’s 
electoral votes to the Repub- 
lican nominee. Trump tried 
to use this tactic in 2020, but 
local officials rebuffed him. 

Since then, his support- 
ers have begun a campaign 
— with the Orwellian name 


“Stop the Steal” — to ensure 
success next time. Steve 
Bannon has played a central 
role, using his podcast to 
encourage Trump support- 
ers to take over positions 
in election administration, 
ProPublica has explained. 

“This is a five-alarm fire,” 
Jocelyn Benson, the Demo- 
cratic secretary of state in 
Michigan, who presided over 
the 2020 vote count there, 
told The Times. “If people in 
general, leaders and citizens, 
aren’t taking this as the most 
important issue of our time 
and acting accordingly, then 
we may not be able to ensure 
democracy prevails again in 
D4.” 

Barton Gellman, who 
wrote a recent Atlantic 
magazine article about the 
movement, told Terry Gross 
of NPR last week, “This is, I 
believe, a democratic emer- 
gency, and that without 
very strong and systematic 
pushback from protectors 
of democracy, we’re going to 
lose something that we can’t 
afford to lose about the way 


we run elections.” 

The main battlegrounds 
are swing states where 
Republicans control the 
legislature, like Arizona, 
Georgia, Michigan, Pennsyl- 
vania and Wisconsin. 

Republicans control 
these legislatures because 
of gerrymandered districts 
and Democratic weakness 
outside major metro areas. 
The Constitution lets state 
legislatures set the rules for 
choosing presidential elec- 
tors. 

“None of this is happen- 
ing behind closed doors,’ 
Jamelle Bouie, a Times 
columnist, recently wrote. 
“We are headed for a crisis 
of some sort. When it comes, 
we can be shocked that it is 
actually happening, but we 
shouldn’t be surprised.” 

Here is an overview of 
recent developments: 


Arizona: Republican 
legislators have passed a 
law taking away authority 
over election lawsuits from 
the secretary of state, who’s 
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Putin, Xi show united front 
amid rising tensions with US 


By Anton Troianovski 
and Steven Lee Myers 
The New York Times 


MOSCOW — President 
Joe Biden may have his alli- 
ance of democracies, but as 
avideo summit Wednesday 
underscored, Russia and 
China still have each other. 

President Xi Jinping of 
China, facing a diplomatic 
boycott of this winter’s 
Beijing Olympics from 
Biden and others, secured a 
pledge from President Vlad- 
imir Putin of Russia that he 
would attend — the first 
national leader to do so. 

Putin, facing threats of 
crushing Western sanctions 
if Russian forces attack 
Ukraine, heard Xi propose 
that Russian and China 
cooperate to “more effec- 
tively safeguard the security 
interests of both parties.” 

The videoconference 
between Xi and Putin on 
Wednesday — the 37th 
time the two men had met 
since 2013, according to Xi 
— was both a show of soli- 
darity between two auto- 
crats battling Western 
pressure and a display of the 
kind of mutually beneficial, 
increasingly tight partner- 
ship their two countries are 
building. 


“We firmly support each 
other on issues concern- 
ing each other’s core inter- 
ests and safeguarding the 
dignity of each country,” 
Xi told Putin, according to 
reports in the Chinese state 
news media. 

There is still plenty of 
friction between Russia and 
China, onetime adversaries 
that share a land border 
stretching more than 
2,600 miles, over matters 
like Siberian logging and 
history. But on trade, secu- 
rity and geopolitics, they 
are increasingly on the same 
page, forming a bloc trying 
to take on US. influence as 
both countries’ confronta- 
tions with the United States 
deepen. 

The two countries do 
not have a formal alliance. 
But Xi told Putin that “in 
its closeness and effec- 
tiveness, this relationship 
even exceeds an alliance,” 
according to a Kremlin aide, 
Yuri Ushakov, who briefed 
reporters in Moscow. 

The leaders discussed 
forming an “independent 
financial infrastructure,” 
Ushakov said, to reduce 
their reliance on Western 
banks and their vulnera- 
bility to punitive measures 
from the West. And they 


floated a possible three- 
way summit with India, 
evidence of their broader 
geopolitical ambitions; 
Putin traveled to New Delhi 
to meet with Prime Minis- 
ter Narendra Modi last 
week. 

“A new model of coop- 
eration has been formed 
between our countries,” 
Putin told Xi in televised 
remarks. 

For Putin, the talks came 
at a high-stakes moment 
in his brinkmanship over 
Western influence in 
Ukraine. 

Karen Donfried, the 
American assistant secre- 
tary of state for European 
and Eurasian Affairs, was 
in Moscow on Wednes- 
day for talks on Ukraine. 
Russian officials presented 
her with a proposal detail- 
ing Putin’s previously stated 
demands that the West roll 
back its military support 
for Ukraine and rule out 
the expansion of the NATO 
alliance to include Ukraine 
or other countries in the 
region. 

Western officials are 
alarmed by Russian troop 
movements near the 
Ukrainian border, worrying 
that Russia could be threat- 
ening an invasion. 


now a Democrat, and giving 
it to the attorney general, a 
Republican. Legislators are 
debating another bill that 
would allow them to revoke 
election certification by 
majority vote. 


Georgia: Last year, Brad 
Raffensperger, Georgia’s 
Republican secretary of 
state, helped stop Trump’s 
attempts to reverse the 
result. State legislators in 
Georgia have since weakened 
his powers, and a Trump- 
backed candidate is running 
to replace Raffensperger 
next year. Republicans have 
also passed a law that gives a 
commission they control the 
power to remove local elec- 
tion officials. 


Michigan: Kristina 
Karamo, a Trump-endorsed 
candidate who has repeated 
the lie that the 2020 elections 
were fraudulent, is running 
for secretary of state, the 
office that oversees elec- 
tions. Republican candi- 
dates are running on similar 


messages in Colorado, Flor- 
ida, Nevada, New Hamp- 
shire, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Texas and elsewhere, accord- 
ing to ABC News. 


Pennsylvania: Republi- 
cans are trying to amend the 
state constitution to make the 
secretary of state an elected 
position, rather than one that 
the governor appoints. Penn- 
sylvania is also one of the 
states where Trump allies 
— like Stephen Lindemuth, 
who attended the Jan. 6 rally 
that turned into an attack on 
Congress — have won local 
races to oversee elections. 


Wisconsin: Sen. Ron John- 
son is urging the Republi- 
can-controlled Legislature 
to take full control of federal 
elections. Doing so could 
remove the governor, 
currently a Democrat, from 
the process, and weaken the 
bipartisan state elections 
commission. 


The new anti-demo- 
cratic movement may still 
fail. This year, for example, 
Republican legislators in 
seven states proposed bills 
that would have given parti- 
san officials a direct ability to 
change election results. None 
of the bills passed. Probably 
the most important figures 
on this issue are Republi- 
can officials and voters who 
believe in democracy and are 
uncomfortable with using 
raw political power to over- 
turn an election result. 

Gellman, the Atlantic 
writer, argues that Demo- 
crats and independents — 
as well as journalists — can 
make a difference by paying 
more attention. 

“Grassroots organizers 
who are in support of demo- 
cratic institutions,” he said on 
NPR, “could be doing what 
the Republicans are doing at 
the precinct and the county 
and the state level in terms 
of organizing to control elec- 
tion authorities to ensure 
that they remain nonparti- 
san or neutral.” 


Senate passes $768B defense 
measure, sending it to Biden 


By Catie Edmondson 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — 
The Senate on Wednes- 
day passed a $768 billion 
defense bill, sending legisla- 
tion to President Joe Biden 
that will increase the Penta- 
gon’s budget by roughly 
$24 billion more than he 
requested. 

The bill, which angered 
anti-war progressives who 
had hoped Democrats’ 
unified control of Washing- 
ton would lead to significant 
cuts in military spending, 
passed on an 89-10 vote. 

It includes significant 
increases for initiatives 
intended to counter China 
and bolster Ukraine, as 
well as for more ships, jets 
and fighter planes than the 
Pentagon requested. 

The lopsided votes, both 
in the Senate and the House, 
which passed the legislation 
last week, underscored the 
bipartisan commitment in 
Congress to spend huge 
amounts of federal money 
on defense initiatives at a 
time when Republicans 
have balked at spending 
even a fraction as much on 
social programs. Lawmak- 
ers said the measure was 
necessary, pointing to 
rising threats from China 
and Russia and previewing 
a looming race over military 
technology. 

“Our nation faces an 
enormous range of security 
challenges,” Sen. Jack Reed, 
D-R.I., chairman of the 
Armed Services Commit- 
tee, said in a statement. 

“To that end, this bill 
makes great progress,” he 
added. “It addresses a broad 
range of pressing issues 
from strategic competition 
with China and Russia; to 
disruptive technologies like 
hypersonics, AI and quan- 
tum computing; to modern- 
izing our ships, aircraft and 
vehicles.” 

The bill contains a 2.7% 
pay increase for the troops, 
and a painstakingly nego- 
tiated compromise to strip 
military commanders 














a 


“(The bill) addresses a broad range of pressing issues...,” 
Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., chairman of the Armed Services 
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of authority over sexual 
assault cases and many 
other serious crimes. The 
new provision places such 
crimes under independent 
military prosecutors in a 
move that had long been 
opposed by military lead- 
ers and presidents. 

Both Biden and Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin 
endorsed the change this 
year. 

The legislation’s main 
focus — shifting attention 
from ground conflicts in 
the Middle East in favor of 
a renewed concentration 
on Beijing and Moscow 
— aligns with the foreign 
policy vision Biden outlined 
this summer. 

But even as Congress 
embraced that approach, 
members could not bring 
themselves to accept 
Biden’s request to keep mili- 
tary spending essentially 
flat, and both Democrats 
and Republicans instead 
linked arms in support of 
substantial increases. 

They sent an additional 
$2 billion to the Pacific 
Deterrence Initiative, a 
Pentagon program dedi- 
cated to bolstering the 
department’s posture 
in the region, authoriz- 
ing a total of $7 billion for 
it. They also boosted two 
similar programs aimed 
at confronting the rising 


threat from Moscow, adding 
about $570 million in addi- 
tional funding to the Euro- 
pean Deterrence Initiative, 
and $50 million in addi- 
tional military assistance to 
the Ukraine Security Assis- 
tance Initiative. 

What was omitted from 
the legislation was just as 
significant. The defense 
policy bill has typically 
been considered a must- 
pass item. This year, the 
process collapsed after 
the Senate neither passed 
its own defense bill nor 
considered any amend- 
ments. Top congressional 
officials instead met behind 
closed doors in recent days 
to cobble together a bill that 
could quickly pass both 
chambers before the end of 
the year. 

Stripped from the legisla- 
tion was a measure requir- 
ing women to register 
with the Selective Service 
System for the first time in 
US. history, as well as new 
sanctions on a Russian gas 
pipeline, Nord Stream 2. 

Leaders of the armed 
services committees also 
excluded a House-passed 
provision to repeal the 
2002 law authorizing the 
invasion of Iraq, which has 
been stretched by multiple 
administrations to justify 
military action around the 
world. 
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Lawson's Sip of Sunshine IPA 4-1602 CANS wren 15.99 and 1.5L wines or 750ml or larger spirits. ¢ Gift baskets ¢ Novelty Gifts 
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Three Birds Hard Seltzer Vrty 12-1202 cans... 12.99 any other Total Wine & More WINE or SPIRITS Promotion or 

Three Birds Lemonade Vrty 12-1202 CANS..........s0 12.99 ; ‘4 , ‘ 

Three Birds Snow BirdsVrty 12-1207 can... 12.99 Case Discount. Offer valid in CT only. Not valid on previous purchases. 

Two Roads Lil’ Heaven IPA 12-1207cans «............. 15.99 Valid in-store, on the Total Wine app or at TotalWine.com. 


White Claw Hard Seltzer Blk Cher 12-120z cans....15.99 
White Claw Hard Seltzer Vrty #2 12-120z cans.......15.99 
White Claw Variety Pack #1 12-1202 CaNS........sssss 15.99 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


Court blocks health 
care worker vaccine 
mandate in some states 


From news services 


NEW ORLEANS — A 
federal appeals court panel 
Wednesday lifted a nation- 
wide ban against President 
Joe Biden’s vaccine mandate 
for health care workers, 
instead blocking the require- 
ment in only certain states 
and creating the potential 
for patchwork enforcement 
across the country. 

The decision by the New 
Orleans-based 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
kept a preliminary injunc- 
tion in place for 14 states 
that had collectively sued in 
federal court in Louisiana. It 
altered a Nov. 30 ruling by US. 
District Judge Terry Doughty, 
who originally applied his 
order nationwide. A separate 
preliminary injunction on 
appeal before the St. Louis- 
based 8th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals applies to 10 addi- 
tional states. That means 
the vaccine requirement 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
providers is blocked by courts 
in about half states but not in 
the other half. 

“This vaccine rule is an 
issue of great significance 
currently being litigated 
throughout the country. 
Its ultimate resolution will 
benefit from ‘the airing of 
competing views’ in our sister 
circuits,” the ruling from 
three 5th Circuit judges said. 

At issue is arule published 
Nov. 5 by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid that 
applied to a wide range of 
health care providers that 
receive federal Medicare or 
Medicaid funding. It required 
their workers to receive the 
first dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine by Dec. 6 and be fully 
vaccinated by Jan. 4. It was 
projected to affect more than 
17 million workers in about 
76,000 health care facilities 
as well as home health care 
providers. 

The agency said Dec. 2 
that it would not enforce the 
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vaccine rule while injunc- 
tions were in place. It was not 
clear Wednesday whether 
the agency would continue to 
suspend the rule for all states 
or seek to go ahead with it in 
states no longer subject to the 
injunctions. 


Ceiling debt: Congress 
averted a catastrophic debt 
default early Wednesday 
after Democratic majorities 
in both chambers voted to 
send a $2.5 trillion increase 
in the nation’s borrowing 
authority to President Joe 
Biden over lockstep Repub- 
lican opposition. 

The House gave final 
approval to the legislation 
early Wednesday on a near- 
party-line 221-209 vote, 
defusing a volatile issue until 
after the 2022 midterms. The 
action came just hours shy of 
a deadline set by Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen, who 
warned last month that she 
was running out of maneu- 
vering room to avoid the 
nation’s first-ever default. 

Yet the bill — which drew 
only one Republican vote 
in the House, from Illinois 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger — also 
saddled vulnerable Demo- 
crats with a tough vote on 
the cusp of an election year 
when both chambers will 
be up for grabs. Republicans, 
meanwhile, said they were 
perplexed by the Democrats’ 
scramble to act. 


Blinken trip: A positive 
COVID-19 test among U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken’s traveling party has 
cut short the top diplomat’s 
first official tour of Southeast 
Asia. 

A member of the press 
corps accompanying Blinken 
on what was to have been a 
three-nation visit to Indone- 
sia, Malaysia and Thailand 
tested positive for the coro- 
navirus Wednesday in Kuala 
Lumpur, forcing Blinken to 
abandon the program at his 
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Haitian blast: Nelly Joseph walks in her burned home Wednesday in Cap-Haitien. Joseph said her son, Josue Junior Julemis, 36, 
died in the home when a gasoline truck overturned and exploded, killing dozens of residents. “I lost everything,” she said. At least 
75 people were killed in the explosion, said Jean-Henri Petit, coordinator of the civil protection agency. ODELYN JOSEPH/AP 


next and last stop in Bang- 
kok, and return to the United 
States. Instead of spending 
Wednesday night in Bangkok, 
Blinken flew to the Thai capi- 
tal for a brief logistical layover 
before traveling to Guam to 
refuel and then continuing on 
to Hawaii. 

At the airport in Bangkok, 
at least two Thai ground crew 
members were seen wearing 
full protective gear as they 
serviced Blinken’s plane. 


lran nuclear: The United 
Nations’ nuclear watch- 
dog and Iran reached a 
deal Wednesday to rein- 
stall cameras damaged at an 
Iranian site that manufac- 
tures centrifuge parts, though 
inspectors remain limited on 
what footage they can access. 

The agreement will see 
cameras put back at Karaj, 
which came under what 
Iran describes as a sabo- 
tage attack in June. Iran had 
since refused the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
access to replace cameras 
damaged in the incident, 
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part of an ongoing hard-line 
tact taken by Tehran at nego- 
tiations underway in Vienna 
over its tattered 2015 nuclear 
deal with world powers. 

Iranian media first 
reported the deal without 
citing a source. IAEA Direc- 
tor-General Rafael Mari- 
ano Grossi later tweeted out 
a statement detailing the 
arrangement. 


Biden ambassador nomina- 
tions: President Joe Biden 
announced Wednesday 
he’s nominating Caroline 
Kennedy, the daughter of 
President John F. Kennedy 
who served as ambassador 
to Japan during the Obama 
administration, to serve 
as ambassador to Austra- 
lia and Michelle Kwan, the 
renowned U.S. Olympic 
figure skater, to serve as his 
chief envoy to Belize. 
Kennedy threw her 
support behind Biden rela- 
tively early in the crowded 
2020 Democratic primary 
process. In a Boston Globe 
editorial to announce her 
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endorsement, she praised 
Biden for his long career as 
a public servant and fondly 
recalled Biden visiting Tokyo 
as vice president while she 
was ambassador. 

Kwan, a two-time Olym- 
pic medalist, was also an 
early supporter of Biden’s 
successful White House run, 
joining his campaign in 2019 
as surrogate director. 

Kwan was named the 
State Department’s first 
public diplomacy envoy in 
2006. Kwan currently serves 
as the treasurer and a board 
member of Special Olympics 
International. 


Germany Russian diplo- 
mats: Germany announced 
Wednesday it is expelling 
two Russian diplomats after 
a German court concluded 
that Moscow was behind the 
killing of a Chechen man in 
Berlin two years ago. 

Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock called the state-or- 
dered killing a “grave breach 
of German law and the sover- 
eignty of the Federal Repub- 
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lic of Germany.” Russia’s 
ambassador in Berlin was 
summoned to discuss the 
court’s finding and informed 
of the diplomats’ expulsion, 
she said. The 2019 brazen 
daylight killing of Zelim- 
khan “Tornike” Khangosh- 
vili, a 40-year-old Georgian 
citizen of Chechen ethnic- 
ity, sparked outrage in Berlin 
and prompted the German 
government to expel two 
other Russian diplomats at 
the time. 

The two diplomats being 
expelled now are linked to 
Russian intelligence agencies, 
according to The Associated 
Press sources. 

Judges at Berlin’s 
regional court on Wednes- 
day convicted 56-year-old 
Vadim Krasikov of the kill- 
ing, but said he had acted 
on the orders of Russian 
federal authorities, who 
provided him with a false 
identity, a fake passport and 
the resources to carry out 
the hit near Berlin’s Kleiner 
Tiergarten park on Aug. 23, 
2019. 


Trinity Health Of New England 


Medical Group Welcomes 
Emily Collier, M.D. 


Thoracic Oncologist 


Emily Collier, M.D. has joined the Trinity Health Of New England Medical 
Group as a Thoracic Oncologist within the Department of Oncology. Dr. Collier 
has a clinical interest in lung, head and neck cancers, and sarcoma. 


Dr. Collier earned her Doctor of Medicine from Harvard Medical School and 
completed an internship and residency at Brigham and Women's Hospital. 
She served as a hospitalist at Newtown Wellesley Hospital from 2012 — 2017 
before embarking on a Hematology and Medical Oncology Fellowship and 
postdoctoral fellowship at Yale University. 


Dr. Collier is excited to welcome new patients in Harttord at Saint Francis 
Hospital and in Enfield. To make an appointment or for more information 
please call 860-714-4680 or visit TrinityHealthOTNE.org. 
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Fed’s new forecast in 2022: 
Hike interest rates 3 times 


Powell signals shift to tighten credit needed as way to combat rising inflation 


By Christopher Rugaber 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Federal Reserve 
will quicken the pace at which it’s pulling 
back its support for the economy as infla- 
tion surges, and it expects to raise interest 
rates three times next year. 

In a sharp policy shift, the Fed said 
Wednesday that it will shrink its monthly 
bond purchases at twice the pace it previ- 
ously announced, likely ending them alto- 
gether in March. The new timetable puts 
the Fed ona path to start raising rates in the 
first half of 2022. 

The Fed’s new forecast that it will raise 
its benchmark short-term rate three times 
next year is up from just one rate hike it had 
projected in September. The Fed’s key rate, 
now pinned near zero, influences many 
consumer and business loans, including 
for mortgages, credit cards and auto loans. 

Those borrowing costs may start to rise 
in the coming months, though the Fed’s 
actions don’t always immediately affect 
other loan rates. And even if the central 





bank does raise rates three times next 
year, it would still leave its benchmark rate 
historically low, below 1%. 

The policy change had been signaled 
in testimony Chair Jerome Powell gave to 
Congress two weeks ago about the extraor- 
dinary support the Fed supplied the econ- 
omy after the pandemic struck last year. 

The shift reflects Powell’s acknowledg- 
ment that with inflation pressures rising, 
the Fed needed to begin tightening credit 
for consumers and businesses faster than 
he had thought just a few weeks earlier. The 
Fed had earlier characterized the inflation 
spike as mainly a “transitory” problem that 
would fade as supply bottlenecks caused by 
the pandemic were resolved. 

The run-up in prices has persisted longer 
than the Fed expected and has spread from 
goods like food, energy and autos to services 
like apartment rents, restaurant meals 
and hotel rooms. It has weighed heavily 
on consumers, especially lower-income 
households and particularly for everyday 
necessities, and negated the higher wages 
many workers have received. 


Powell was asked at a news conference 
Wednesday what specifically had caused 
the Fed to pivot to a tighter credit policy. “It 
was essentially higher inflation and much 
faster progress in the labor market,” he said. 

As aresult, the Fed is shifting its attention 
away from reducing unemployment, which 
has fallen quickly to a healthy 4.2%, down 
from 4.8% at its last meeting, and toward 
reining in higher prices. Consumer prices 
soared 6.8% in November compared witha 
year earlier, the government said last week, 
the fastest pace in nearly four decades. 

Fed officials have said they expect infla- 
tion to cool by the second half of next year. 
Gas prices have already come off their 
peaks. Supply chain bottlenecks in some 
areas are gradually easing. And government 
stimulus payments, which helped spur a 
spike in spending that boosted inflation, 
aren’t likely to return. 

The Fed’s monthly bond purchases were 
intended to hold down long-term rates to 
aid the economy, but with unemployment 
falling and inflation at a near-40-year high, 
they are no longer needed. 


Thea-Mai Baumann had an Instragram account highlighting her work in art and technology with the handle @metaverse for nearly a decade. 
It was wiped out for a month after parent company — Faceboook — changed its name to Meta. MATTHEW ABBOTT/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


A life unplugged temporarily 


A woman whose Instragram 
handle was @metaverse 
fights Facebook and prevails 


By Maddison Connaughton 
The New York Times 


SYDNEY — In October, Thea-Mai 
Baumann, an Australian artist and technol- 
ogist, found herself sitting on prime inter- 
net real estate. 

In 2012, she had started an Instagram 
account with the handle @metaverse, a 
name she used in her creative work. On 
the account, she documented her life in 
Brisbane, where she studied fine art, and 
her travels to Shanghai, where she built 
an augmented reality company called 
Metaverse Makeovers. 

She had fewer than 1,000 followers when 
Facebook, the parent company of Insta- 
gram, announced Oct. 28 that it was chang- 
ing its name. Henceforth, Facebook would 
be known as Meta, a reflection of its focus 
on the metaverse, a virtual world it sees as 
the future of the internet. 

In the days before, as word leaked out, 
Baumann began receiving messages from 
strangers offering to buy her Instagram 


handle. “You are now a millionaire,” one 
person wrote on her account. Another 
warned: “fb isn’t gonna buy it, they’re gonna 
take it.” 

That happened Nov. 2. When she tried 
to log in to Instagram, she found that the 
account had been disabled. A message on 
the screen read: “Your account has been 
blocked for pretending to be someone else.” 

Whom, she wondered, was she now 
supposedly impersonating after nine years? 
She tried to verify her identity with Insta- 
gram, but weeks passed with no response, 
she said. She talked to an intellectual prop- 
erty lawyer but could afford only a review 
of Instagram’s terms of service. 

“This account is a decade of my life and 
work. I didn’t want my contribution to the 
metaverse to be wiped from the internet,” 
she said. “That happens to women in tech, 
to women of color in tech, all the time,” 
added Baumann, who has Vietnamese 
heritage. 

She started Metaverse Makeovers in 
2012. When a phone running her app was 
held above one of the intricate real-world 
fingernail designs created by her team, the 
image on the screen would show holograms 
“popping” from the nails. 

She saw the potential to scale the tech- 


nology to clothing, accessories and beyond, 
but her investment money ran out in 2017. 

On Dec. 2, a month after Baumann 
appealed to Instagram to restore her 
account, The New York Times contacted 
Meta to ask why it had been shut down. An 
Instagram spokesman said that the account 
had been “incorrectly removed for imper- 
sonation” and would be restored. 

“We’re sorry this error occurred,’ he 
wrote. Two days later, the account was back 
online. 

The spokesman did not explain why it 
had been flagged for impersonation, or 
who it might have been impersonating. 
The company did not respond to further 
questions. 

Baumann now plans to fold the saga into 
an art project she started last year, Poost_ 
Lyfe, which is about death in the metaverse. 
She is also considering what she can do to 
help ensure that the metaverse becomes 
the inclusive place she said she had tried 
to help build. 

“Because I have been working in the 
metaverse space for so long, 10 years, I just 
feel worried,” she said. She fears, she added, 
that its culture could be “corrupted by the 
kind of Silicon Valley tech bros who I feel 
lack vision and integrity.” 


Cyber experts race to patch software flaw 


By Frank Bajak 


Associated Press 


BOSTON -— Security pros say it’s one of 
the worst computer vulnerabilities they’ve 
ever seen. Firms including Microsoft say 
state-backed Chinese and Iranian hack- 
ers and rogue cryptocurrency miners have 
already seized on it. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
has sounded a dire alarm, ordering federal 
agencies to urgently find and patch bug 
instances because it’s so easily exploit- 
able — and telling those with public-facing 
networks to put up firewalls if they can’t 
be sure. 

Lodged in an extensively used utility 
called Log4j, the flaw lets internet-based 


attackers easily seize control of everything 
from industrial control systems to web 
servers and consumer electronics. It runs 
across many platforms — Windows, Linux, 
Apple’s macOS — powering everything 
from web cams to car navigation systems 
and medical devices, according to the secu- 
rity firm Bitdefender. 

But simply identifying which systems use 
the utility is a challenge; it is often hidden 
under layers of other software. 

The top U.S. cybersecurity defense ofh- 
cial, Jen Easterly, deemed the flaw “one 
of the most serious I’ve seen in my entire 
career, if not the most serious” in a call this 
week with state and local officials and part- 
ners in the private sector. Publicly disclosed 
Dec. 9, it’s catnip for cybercriminals and 


digital spies because it allows easy, pass- 
word-free entry. 

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency, or CISA, which East- 
erly runs, posted a resource page Tuesday 
to deal with the flaw it says is present in 
hundreds of millions of devices. 

An array of critical industries, including 
electric power, water, food and beverage, 
manufacturing and transportation, were 
exposed, said Dragos, acybersecurity firm. 

Eric Goldstein, who heads CISA’s cyber- 
security division, said no federal agencies 
were known to have been compromised. He 
said CISA would be updating an inventory 
of patched software as fixes become avail- 
able, but noted: “We expect remediation 
will take some time.” 


Retail sales 
weaker than 
expected in 
November 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Americans slowed their 
spending from October to November but 
continued shopping ahead of the holiday 
season, brushing off rising prices and short- 
ages. 

Retail sales rose to a seasonally adjusted 
0.3% in November compared with the previ- 
ous month when sales jumped 1.8%, the 
Commerce Department said Wednesday. 

That was a bit weaker than most econo- 
mists had expected, yet consistent headlines 
about shortages may have pushed some to 
begin holiday shopping early, shifting sales 
from November to October. 

There were also hints of a return to 
pre-pandemic behavior with Americans 
spending more on services that include 
going out to dinner, activities that had been 
under pressure due to the fear of infection. 

While sales dipped at department stores 
and other retail spots, sales at restaurants 
rose 1% compared with October. That is the 
biggest gain since July. 

Omicron emerged late in November, 
however, and the report Wednesday would 
not capture any of its negative effects. 

Stephen Stanley, chief economist at 
Amherst Pierpont, said that the typical 
pattern in monthly retail activity before the 
pandemic alternated between weak and 
strong, and this also may be a shift back to 
more normal activity. 

Still, the average U.S. consumer spent 
and additional $330 extra per person this 
November compared with the same stretch 
last year, according to Neil Saunders, Manag- 
ing Director of GlobalData. 

“Such a large uplift clearly signals that, 
regardless of economic or pandemic 
concerns, the consumer is determined to 
spend what it takes to have a jolly holiday 
season,” Saunders wrote. 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 
China’s economy 
shows slowdown 


BEIJING — China reported Wednes- 
day that its economy slowed in November, 
buffeted by virus outbreaks, weak demand 
and supply chain disruptions. 

Retail sales were weaker than in October 
and inflationary pressures are complicat- 
ing efforts to boost growth at a time when 
tighter limits on borrowing by developers 
are crimping construction and sales in the 
property sector. Concerns have been raised 
over the economic price paid for keeping the 
virus under control by the Communist Party 
through lockdowns and other restrictions. 

The economy grew at an unexpectedly 
slow 4.9% annual pace in July-September, 
down from 7.9% in April-June. In Novem- 
ber, retail sales grew 3.9% froma year earlier, 
down from 4% in October. 


India’s $10B goal: 
Lure a chip hub 


NEW DELHI — India on Wednesday 
announced a $10.2 billion plan to try to 
attract global chipmakers to set up shop in 
the country and transform it into a produc- 
tion hub of semiconductors. 

The plan unveiled by Information Tech- 
nology and Telecom Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw comes amid a severe shortage of 
semiconductors caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has led to global shortages 
of products that need them. 

India wants to lure countries with 
economic incentives, including manufac- 
turers with operations in China that might 
be willing to shift to India because of the 
ongoing trade disputes between the U.S. and 
China, Indian officials and business leaders 
have said. 
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Lawsuit claims Pratt & Whitney, others suppressed wages 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


A former project worker 
at an East Hartford engi- 
neering company has 
accused Pratt & Whitney 


engineers and other skilled 
workers to suppress wages. 

David Granata, of Cran- 
ston, Rhode Island, said in 
his lawsuit that he was an 
employee of an East Hart- 
ford project engineering 


and other aerospace busi- company from 2013 to 2018 
nesses ofenforcinganagree- and primarily performed 
ment to not hire workersin work for Pratt & Whitney. 


the industry to keep down 
wages. 

The class-action lawsuit, 
filed Tuesday in federal 
court in New Haven, follows 
by a week a federal charge 
against a former Pratt & 
Whitney employee who 
is accused of conspiring 
with suppliers to restrict 
the hiring and recruiting of 


He said the jet engine manu- 
facturer and other employ- 
ers enforced a deal to not 
hire former employees from 
as early as 2011 and extend- 
ing to 2019. 

A spokesman _ for 
Raytheon Technologies 
Corp., the parent company 
of Pratt & Whitney, said 
the aerospace and defense 


conglomerate would not 
comment. 

Granata’s lawsuit cites 
six other companies and 
nine individuals as partici- 
pants in what he described 
as a broad effort to hold 
down wages. The so-called 
no-poach agreement “was 
primarily orchestrated and 
implemented by senior 
managers and executives” 
and “involved promises 
and commitments not to 
solicit or hire one another’s 
employees,” he said. 

His lawyer, David Sloss- 
berg of Milford, said 
no-poach agreements are 
illegal under anti-trust laws 
and he’s been investigating 


Amid pressure, banks slowly 
back down on overdraft fees 


By Ken Sweet 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The bank- 
ing industry appears to have 
overdone it on overdraft 
fees. 

After decades of raking 
in billions of dollars from 
mostly poor Americans 
short of cash in their 
accounts, the biggest banks 
— under pressure from 
lawmakers and regulators — 
are slowly decreasing their 
reliance on the unpopular 
practice. 

A number of large banks 
have taken steps this year 
that would reduce the 
amount they take in from 
overdraft fees, which they 
charge when customers 
make payments or with- 
drawals in excess of their 
account balance. Capital 
One, the nation’s sixth-larg- 
est bank, announced last 
week that it would end all 
overdraft fees next year. 
Other banks have made it 
harder for customers to trig- 
ger an overdraft fee. 

Still, it’s unlikely the 
financial services industry 
will entirely wean itself off 


such a cash cow soon. 

“For many big banks, over- 
draft fees are still the steady, 
reliable, predictable, easy 
revenue that shareholders 
love,” Rohit Chopra, direc- 
tor of the Consumer Finan- 
cial Protection Bureau, said 
in remarks last week. 

Overdraft has its origins 
in banks providing a service 
— for a fee — to customers 
who may have not balanced 
their checkbook correctly 
and wanted a bank to honor 
a purchase. But the wide- 
spread use of debit cards 
changed this courtesy into 
a routine source of revenue. 
Some banks took advantage, 
for example, by reordering 
customers’ transactions, 
deducting big transac- 
tions first so that smaller 
payments would then trig- 
ger multiple overdraft fees. 
Ifa customer lacked funds in 
their account, a $5 purchase 
at a cafe could end up cost- 
ing $35. 

Frequent overdrafters, 
according to the CFPB, 
tend to skew toward those 
living paycheck to paycheck, 
and also are disproportion- 
ately Black and Latino. One 


of the top reasons given by 
Black and Latino Americans 
for choosing not to have a 
bank account, or being 
“unbanked,” is that they are 
trying to avoid bank fees. 

Industry revenue from 
overdraft fees held fairly 
steady until last year when 
banks waived fees across 
the board in the first months 
of the pandemic, when 
millions of Americans lost 
their jobs and businesses 
were shuttered. Revenue 
from overdraft fees fell 
to $8.82 billion last year 
from $11.68 billion in 2019, 
according to data collected 
by S&P Global Market Intel- 
ligence. 

Through the first nine 
months of this year, over- 
draft revenue totaled $6.13 
billion, S&P Global’s data 
show. 

Despite an outcry from 
some Democrats, regula- 
tors in Washington aren’t 
necessarily looking to do 
away with overdraft fees. 
In a speech last week, the 
acting head of the Office 
of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, Michael Hsu, 
said “low- to no-cost over- 


MARKET RUNDOWN 





Thursday, December 16, 2021 


DOW 10-YR T-BOND GOLD 
35,927.43 +383.25 1.46% +.02 $1,762.60 -7.80 
Dow Jones industrials Commodities 
see eee jo, | FUELS CLOSE PREV. YTD 
ange: 268.2002) leeude Oi (bbl) 70.87 70.73 +46.06% 
Natural Gas (mm btu) 3.80 3.75 +49.74% 
ooo eesete seb seetieettsestibiapititesitiissetiseesetteeeee iiniseanea Gea) =e oi aa 
METALS CLOSE _—PREV. YTD 
Gold (0z) 1,762.60 1,770.40  -6.89% 
Silver (0z) 21.51 21.89  -18.32% 





(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.) 


Foreign Exchange 


Money Rates 


the no-poach allegations for 
several months. 

“The damages need to be 
addressed,” he said. “The 
real impact is the suppres- 
sion of labor costs, which is 
borne by employees them- 
selves.” 

Slossberg said that 
he’s not able to detail the 
damages. He said they 
would include what aero- 
space employees were paid 
vs. what they would other- 
wise have earned had the 
alleged labor market manip- 
ulation not occurred. 

Engineers and others with 
a science background are 
in limited supply and high 
demand in the aerospace 


industry, commanding high 
salaries that are undermined 
by agreements between 
managers to refuse to hire, 
Granata’s lawsuit says. 

Mahesh Patel of Glaston- 
bury, a former director of 
global engineering services, 
was charged by federal 
authorities last week with 
enforcing an agreement to 
restrict hiring to suppress 
wages. Granata said Patel 
was among executives who 
participated in the no-poach 
agreement. 

Patel’s lawyer declined to 
comment. 

Patel is alleged to have 
said in a January 2017 email 
that failing to hire a “part- 
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ners employee...is the only 
way we can prevent poach- 
ing and price war,’ accord- 
ing to Granata. 

Pratt & Whitney and 
QuEST Global Services, 
the East Hartford engi- 
neering company where 
Granata worked, imposed 
a “two-year tenure restric- 
tion” and hiring freezes to 
further restrict labor, the 
lawsuit said. 

QuEst said in an emailed 
statement it “intends to 
vigorously defend against 
these allegations.” 


Stephen Singer can be 


reached at ssinger 
(@courant.com. 
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Capital One, the sixth-largest U.S. bank, recently said it would end all overdraft fees in 2022. 
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drafts” would allow those 
living paycheck to paycheck 
“to pay their bills on time, 
avoid high-cost alternatives 
and improve their credit 
profile.” 

Hsu said recent changes 
to overdraft policies by 
some banks could serve as 
a model for the industry. 

Regional banking 
giant PNC launched new 
account features such as 
low-balance alerts and a 
grace period that will help 
consumers avoid overdraft 
fees. PNC also plans to limit 


NIKKOR® LENS 


overdrafts to one per day. 

Pennsylvania-based PNC 
told investors to expect its 
overdraft fee revenues to 
be down $125 million to 
$150 million annually as 
the bank rolls out the “Low 
Cash Mode” product. PNC 
earned nearly $273 million 
in overdraft fee revenue 
last year, according to S&P 
Global. 

JPMorgan Chase, the 
nation’s largest bank by 
assets, this year waived 
overdraft fees for customers 
whose accounts were over- 


- 


drawn by $50 or less at the 
end of the business day. Last 
week, the bank said it will 
give customers 24 hours to 
bring their accounts back 
to $50 or less overdrawn to 
avoid a fee. 

From 2015 through 2020, 
JPMorgan annually led the 
industry in overdraft fees 
collected. 

Through the first nine 
months of 2021, Wells Fargo 
took in the highest amount 
of overdraft fees, slightly 
more than $1 billion, 
according to S&P Global. 
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Poor federal IT erodes faith in government 


By Matthew Yglesias 


Bloomberg Opinion 


President Joe Biden’s executive order 
directing federal agencies to improve the 
online user experience won’t push infla- 
tion out of the headlines or help his stalled 
Build Back Better proposal. But it is a good 
idea, and underneath all the details lies a 
deeper rationale: The best way for demo- 
cratic states to counter domestic populism 
and foreign authoritarianism is to show 
that they can make government work ona 
day-to-day basis for ordinary people. 

And the poor quality of federal digital 
infrastructure is absolutely a good place to 
start. The internet, of course, was in crucial 
respects a product of the U.S. government 
itself, and the U.S. rightly prides itself as 
a world leader in private-sector informa- 
tion technology. Public-sector IT, however, 
is often a clunky disaster — and fixing it 
should be a high priority. 

Unfortunately, these are not problems 
that can be solved by executive orders 
alone. Biden’s ideas will help, but fixing 
federal IT is going to require spending 
money, changing rules, tackling special 
interests and other things that can only be 
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Jonah Goldberg 


Like a lot of people, I get a ton of thirsty 
emails from Donald Trump. On Saturday, 
he sent this note: “See you in Sunrise, FL, 
in a little while and tomorrow, Orlando. Big 
crowds!” 

He was referring to the first installment 
of his road show with former Fox host Bill 
O’Reilly. Attendance was lackluster. 

It would be silly to read too much into 
this. While I would consider tickets to an 
O’Reilly-Trump roadshow expensive at 
any price, including free, these tickets — at 
least prior to last-minute discounts — were 
pretty steep. 

But other evidence suggests Trump’s 
appeal is becoming more selective — to 
borrow a term from “Spinal Tap.” His abil- 
ity to draw big TV viewership started to 
crater back in June. 

Trump’s clout with GOP voters, while 
still significant, seems less formidable all 
the time. Sean Parnell, his handpicked 
candidate in Pennsylvania’s U.S. Senate 
primary, dropped out of the race. Prom- 
inent Trump toady Alabama Rep. Mo 
Brooks, who opposed certification of 
Biden’s victory, is falling behind his Repub- 
lican primary opponent Katie Britt despite 
Trump’s endorsement of Brooks. Sens. 
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina and 
Tommy Tuberville of Alabama recently 
raised eyebrows by attending a Britt fund- 
raiser. Sen. Lisa Murkowski may have a 
tough reelection fight ahead of her, but 
Murkowski, not her Trump-backed oppo- 
nent, will have the support of the national 
Republican Party. 

Trump still polls well among Repub- 
licans, but according to a Pew survey in 
October, about half don’t want to see him 
run again. In November, the Des Moines 
Register’s widely respected Iowa Poll 


done by a functional Congress. And that’s 
exactly what’s missing. 

That said, Biden’s proposals are admi- 
rably concrete. The order promises that 
taxpayers will be able to receive many 
services online: passport renewals, tax 
refunds based on prior returns, Social 
Security and Medicare benefits, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture loans, and so on. 

If it happens, it'll be great. If it doesn’t 
happen, it will be a specific failure that 
the president is accountable for — which 
should motivate his appointees at the agen- 
cies to get it done. 

Perhaps the most significant idea is a 
bit less specific, and relates to eligibility 
for America’s social safety net programs. 
These typically have eligibility criteria 
based on household income and family 
size, information that often needs to be 
submitted and verified on a program-by- 
program basis. This is also information 
that in most cases the IRS already has. 
Biden promises that families will be able to 
“more easily enroll in federal benefits and 
recertify their income status more easily 
across programs using direct certifica- 
tion, a process that automatically certifies 
income-eligible individuals without extra 


paperwork, instead of managing multiple, 
complicated processes that waste time and 
cause frustration.” 

This is a potential game-changer for the 
neediest families in America. But it’s also 
easier said than done, at least on a large 
scale. 

The American welfare state tends to be 
fragmented along state lines. In general 
this is not because some states are launch- 
ing bold safety-net experiments while 
others lag behind. Instead, key federal 
programs — Medicaid, SNAP, TANF, 
unemployment insurance, and the like — 
are designed as joint state-federal ventures 
with mixed sources of funding and a heavy 
state role in implementation. 

This fractured welfare state has never 
made much sense. And fragmentation is a 
formidable obstacle to this vision of seam- 
less integration and cross-eligibility. 

Nowhere is this more visible than in a 
frustrating federal IT situation that Biden’s 
order is silent on: filing taxes. 

The IRS knows, in most cases, exactly 
how much money a given household owes 
each year. So the most reasonable way for 
tax filing to work would be for the IRS 
to send out itemized bills outlining how 


much people owe, and what that means in 
terms of a refund or payment. Taxpayers 
could file an objection if they believe the 
IRS has gotten it wrong. 

The absurdity of the current situation is 
the large number of people who are filing 
via commercial software that requires 
them to tediously input information the 
IRS already has into a program that makes 
a calculation the IRS has already done. 
The persistence of this system is due not to 
dumb bureaucrats or presidential listless- 
ness. It exists because the IRS is prohib- 
ited by law from competing with private 
tax-filing software thanks to a pernicious 
coalition of tax-prep industry lobbyists 
protecting their profits and anti-tax ideo- 
logues who want to make paying taxes as 
annoying as possible. 

This is a poisonous dynamic. More 
broadly, it’s the kind of maddening inef- 
ficiency that undermines public faith in 
democratic government. Unfortunately, it’s 
not clear any big solutions are in the works. 
For now, though, it would be nice to have 
an easier way to renew your passport. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG, 





Former President Donald Trump prepares to take the stage Sept. 25 during his Save America rally in Perry, Georgia. BEN GRAY/AP 


found that 61% of Iowa Republicans said 
they are more aligned with the party than 
with Trump, while only 26% said they 
were more aligned with Trump than with 
the party. 

And, of course, there was the big GOP 
victory in Virginia last month, led by 
gubernatorial candidate Glenn Youngkin. 
The message for Republicans in compet- 
itive states: Don’t repudiate Trump, but 
don’t embrace him too much either, and 
larger numbers of Trump-hostile Repub- 
licans and independents will return to the 
GOP fold. 

Some of this is Trump’s own fault. He 
reserves most of his passion for his bogus 
claims about the election being stolen. 
And while he’s persuaded a dismaying 
number of Republicans to tell pollsters 
they believe that the 2020 election was 
“rigged,” the only pundits and politicians 
still talking about it are fringe characters, 
like pillow magnate Mike Lindell, bilking 
the true believers for donations and clicks. 
Trump’s new social media startup looks 
like a similar effort on a larger scale. Even 


Rupert Murdoch has told him to move on. 

Now, it’s easy to tell the opposite story 
— that Trump remains the leader of the 
Republican Party and the presumptive 
nominee if he runs. We hear it constantly 
because there’s a weird convergence 
between Trump-friendly media and 
Trump-hostile media; they share an 
obsession with Trump’s stranglehold 
of the GOP. The anti-Trump outfit the 
Lincoln Project is virtually begging 
Trump to run again. 

The thing to keep in mind, however, is 
that the Trump-addicted audience is a 
smaller slice of the electorate than either 
side would like to admit. It’s big enough 
to drive cable news coverage (and dona- 
tions), but those outlets service a very thin 
slice of the public. 

Perhaps the most telling sign is that 
even Trump himself doesn’t think it’s a 
foregone conclusion he could secure the 
nomination. He’s reportedly livid with 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for not publicly 
declaring he won’t run for president 
if Trump does. Part of that is Trump’s 


ego-driven desire to demonstrate his 
dominance, but it’s also a sign that he 
feels the need to clear the field rather 
than compete in it. He could certainly be 
goaded into running again, just as he was 
in 2016. But the more likely scenario is 
that Trump will continue to keep every- 
one guessing until the last minute to 
maximize attention and profit. The best 
way to ensure he doesn’t run again is for 
Republicans like DeSantis to signal he’ll 
have to work for it and thus risk looking 
like a loser — twice. 

The next Trump chapter in American 
politics probably won’t be satisfying to 
either his passionate supporters or oppo- 
nents. 

The anti-Trump folks aren’t likely to 
get to see him in an orange jumpsuit and 
his cultists won’t live to see some sort of 
coronation. He’ll fade away, leaving his 
nominal party and country worse off for 
him ever having come down that escalator 
in the first place. 


Distributed by Tribune News Service, LLC. 


Newsom wrong to mimic Texas’ disrespect for Constitution 


By Noah Feldman 


Bloomberg Opinion 


If you can’t beat ’em, join ’em. That’s the 
spirit of the law proposed by California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom to empower private 
citizens to sue anyone who makes or sells 
assault rifles in the state. 

The law violates the Second Amend- 
ment as interpreted by a federal district 
court in California. The idea is to circum- 
vent the constitutional ban for a time — just 
as the Texas legislature has circumvented 
Roe v. Wade by empowering private citi- 
zens to sue abortion providers. 

Now that the Supreme Court has limited 
the abortion providers’ ability to get the 
Texas law frozen in protection of their 
constitutional rights, Newsom wants to 
send the message that what is sauce for 
the conservative goose is also sauce for the 
liberal gander. 

Beyond the legal detail, which Ill 
explain in a moment, is a serious, deep 
question: Should liberals stoop to the level 
of conservatives in circumventing federal 
courts’ authority? Is this one of those situa- 
tions where when one side is playing hard- 
ball, it’s foolish to bring a whiffle bat? Or is 
the Constitution in this instance an arena 
of principle, in which meeting constitu- 
tional disrespect with more constitutional 
disrespect will only erode the rule of law? 


The stakes are high. Problems such as 
these are going to recur as the conserva- 
tive Supreme Court loses legitimacy and 
progressives call more and more for its 
judgments and those of the lower courts to 
be disrespected. 

It’s aclose call because of the outra- 
geousness of the Texas law and the 
Supreme Court’s erroneous decision on it. 
But thinking seriously about the underly- 
ing issues, this is a circumstance in which 
liberals should stand up for the Constitu- 
tion, the rights it provides and the author- 
ity of the courts. Liberals are right to not 
like the Supreme Court’s decisions. But 
joining the conservative disrespect for law 
is a potentially disastrous strategy — espe- 
cially with Donald Trump preparing to run 
for president in 2024. 

The legal background here is that the 
Texas legislature passed an abortion ban 
designed to get around its unconstitution- 
ality by authorizing private citizens, not 
state law enforcement, to sue abortion 
providers. The strategy accepts that, unless 
Roe v. Wade is overturned, the state law 
will eventually be overturned. 

The legislature’s point was to stop abor- 
tion providers from immediately getting 
a federal court to grant an injunction 
freezing the law. To do that, you ordinarily 
ask the court to order the state attor- 
ney general not to enforce the law. But if 


the attorney general has no enforcement 
powers, Texas gambled, the courts would 
conclude that there is no public official to 
be given such an order. Meanwhile, there is 
little precedent for a federal court to order 
the whole world to not bring a private 
lawsuit, even under a law that is obviously 
unconstitutional. 

Four justices of the Supreme Court, 
including erstwhile conservative Chief 
Justice John Roberts, thought that Texas’ 
“stratagem” should not be allowed to 
work and that the court should find a way 
to enjoin Texas from enforcing the law. 
Roberts’ opinion quoted a Supreme Court 
precedent referring to the “mockery” of 
the constitutional order that would be 
created if state legislatures could flout the 
Constitution as Texas did. 

Five other justices, however, held that 
there was no way to enjoin the Texas attor- 
ney general against enforcing the law. Four 
of them did allow the lawsuit to go forward 
with respect to a portion of the law that 
empowers state health-licensing officials 
to proceed against physicians who violate 
the Texas law. 

The abortion providers will therefore 
ask the federal district court in Texas to 
freeze the law because this part of the 
lawsuit remains alive. But it’s uncertain 
what the lower court will do, or what the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 


or the Supreme Court will do once its judg- 
ment is appealed. The Texas legislature 
might even retract that part of the law in 
order to kill the suit. 

This mockery of the rule of law sets 
the stage for the California proposal. It is 
basically a mockery of amockery. While I 
believe the federal District Court in Cali- 
fornia was wrong to strike down the state’s 
assault weapons ban, the federal court’s 
decision is nevertheless binding, or should 
be. 

Newsom is proposing to infringe on 
Californians’ Second Amendment rights 
to make a point. Eventually, those rights 
would be vindicated by the courts, just 
as the right to abortion in Texas would in 
theory be vindicated unless the Supreme 
Court overturns Roe. Newsom’s stated 
goal is to show the world that the Supreme 
Court’s Texas decision has opened the 
door to state interference with constitu- 
tional rights. 

Trump may be back in office someday. 
If he is, we are going to need the courts to 
protect against his fundamental disrespect 
for the Constitution and American insti- 
tutions. Now that the Supreme Court has 
gone full conservative, it’s the wrong time 
to sell those out. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG. 
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delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


HECKEL BASSOON 7493 Has 
High E, High F A Flat, B Flat Trill 
Silver Toned Hole Inserts, 2 Pre- 
War Bocals All Work Done By Hans 
Moennig $40,000 Please 

Call 201-612-0624 











SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 





Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 


TAG SALES 





Tag Sales & Flea Markets 


MANCHESTER - Estate Sale. 

61 Bruce Rd. Fri 12/17 & Sat 12/18, 
8am-3pm. Entire contents of farm 
house. Décor, kit, jewelry, bookshelf, 
albums, punching bag, weight 
equip, garage, tools, Xmas décor. 


TORRINGTON - Estate Sale. A big 
entire contents sale at 20 Barton 
St. Torrington. Sat, Sun & Mon Dec 
18, 19 & 20, 8am-4pm. Furniture, 
smalls, collectibles, vintage items, 
antiques, HH, tools plus much more! 
So come ready to wheel & deal! 


a 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 








Printing / Bindery 
East Hartford CT 


STP Bindery Services Inc 

Trade Bindery looking for all bind- 
ery positions. CUTTERS, FOLDERS & 
STITCHERS. 1ST - Shift. Excellent Pay. 
STPBINDERY.BILLING@COMCAST.NET 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


Notice of Permit Application 


Notice is hereby given that Coltsville Redevelopment Company LLC (the “applicant”) of 140 
Huyshope Avenue is submitting to the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
an application under section 22a-449(c) of the Connecticut General Statutes for a permit to 
begin the long-term monitoring and maintenance obligations associated with the previously 
implemented remediation activities in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes sections 
22a-6 and 22a-449(c) and of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) sections 
22a-449(c)-104 and -110. The proposed activity will take place at 15, 55, 75 Van Dyke Avenue, 
100, 140, 151, 170 Huyshope Avenue. The proposed activity will address the long-term care 
of the property to ensure remedial actions remain effective into the future. Interested persons 
may obtain copies of the application from Douglas Allen, HRP Associates, Inc., 197 Scott 
Swamp Road, Farmington, CT 06032. Telephone 860-470-2731. The application and any result- 
ing draft permit will be available electronically on the Department’s webpage, please contact 
the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Protection and Land 
Reuse at DEERREMStewardship@ct.gov to arrange a review of documents. 

12/16/21 7105714 








Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


Wa 


‘$ 


Business Opportunities 


CARPET CLEANING VAN 2002 Ford 
E250. Truck mounted equipment, 
70 gallon solution tank. Retiring. 
$12,000. 860-916-9252 


Wa 


( 





Antiques] 
Classics 


LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 1983 


$5500 Great condition and clean. 
49,000 original miles. Blue green 
color. Best offer considered. 
8609166343 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 





Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 


Auto & SUV's 


VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SPORTWAGEN 
2010 - $6,700 Car has a 
mechanical issue 8609181549 


Trucks & Vans 





DODGE RAM 1500 2002 - $9700 


This truck had a_ full front-to- 
back complete service by Stilly’s 
Automotive in Lisbon. 8609181549 


Real estate 
transactions 
and local 
properties 
on the market. 


Every Friday. 


www.courant.com/pets 








AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVERS English 
Cream. Females. OFA health 
clearances. European champions. 
(413) 522-8877 








BERNEDOODLE PUPS 


Bernedoodle Pups for Christmas! 
Family raise, Beautiful, Calm and 
Loyal pups to bless your Christmas! 
Their Hypoallergic coats make them 
ideal indoor pets. They love children 
and the outdoors and love to cuddle. 
“Hi | have brothers, and sisters too, 
but | know I am the best! I would 
love to be adopted and come cuddle 
with you!” Just call or text Melvin 
Hess 413-265-6737, melvinhess93@ 
gmail.com. located in western MA. 
Parents on site. 





BORDER COLLIE Puppies. 8wks. Tri 
color, vet checked, shots & wormed. 
$700 Call: 860-207-0962 








COCKAPOO Friendly cute puppies 
to fill your heart for Christmas. 
Chose between 5 sibling who are 
vet checked have first shots and 
ready to fill your arms the week 
of Christmas. $2500.00 Call to 
reserve yours now 413.244.6772 


FRENCH BULLDOG PUPS 8 Week 
old pups iMale 3Female pups 
ready to join their forever family for 
Christmas. First shots & vet checked. 
$3500 ea. 413-478-0763 








GOLDENDOODLE Goldendoodle 
puppies 6 weeks old. Will be 
vet checked, first shots, health 
certificate. Ready to go home 
12/23 . $1,800 call 207-312- 
3230 we live in Willington CT 


LABRADOODLE PUPS 

Hypo Allergenic, Non Shedding, 
Healthy Intelligent Sweet Babies, Vet 
Checked, Shots, 4 Months. White/ 
Cream. $1,500. 860-712-5926 














Connecticut 


PRELIMINARY LOTTERY DRAW APPLICATION 
ELDERLY (50 YEARS OLD & UP) YOUNG (18 YEARS OLD & UP) AND DISABLED LIPH 
EFFICIENCY WAITING LIST 
APLICACION DE LOTERIA PRELIMINARIA 
LISTA DE ESPERA PARA PERSONAS MAYORES (50 ANOS EN ADELANTE) JOVENES (18 
ANOS EN ADELANTE) DISCAPACITADOS ASISTENCIA PUBLICA DE BAJOS RECURSOS PARA 
APARTAMENTO DE EFICENCIA 


EAST HARTFORD HOUSING AUTHORITY 
AUTORIDAD DE VIVIENDA DE HARTFORD East Hartford 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY — POR FAVOR ESCRIBE CLARAMENTE 


The East Hartford Housing Authority will open its efficiency Elderly/ Young/ Disabled Low Income 
Public Housing Waiting List. EHHA will use a random-draw lottery to determine the order of each 
preliminary application for the waiting list. 


La Autoridad de Vivienda de East Hartford abrira la Lista de espera para viviendas publicas de 
bajos ingresos para ancianos, jovenes y discapacitados para apartamento de eficiencia. EHHA 
utilizara una loterfa de sorteo aleatorio para determinar el orden de cada solicitud preliminar 
para la lista de espera. 


TO BE ACCEPTED APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED BETWEEN DECEMBER 30, 2021 AND 
BY MIDNIGHT, FEBRUARY 10, 2022 
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY CANNOT ACCEPT APPLICATIONS PRIOR TO DECEMBER 30, 2021. 


PARA SER ACEPTADO, LA SOLICITUD DEBE SER POSTEPERSIONADA ENTRE EL 30 DE 
DICIEMBRE DE 2021 Y ANTES DE LA MEDIA NOCHE, FEBRERO 10 DE 2022. LA AUTORIDAD DE 
VIVIENDAS NO ACCEPTARA APLICACIONES ANTES DE DICIEMBRE 30,2021. 


Name (Head of Household)/ Nombre (jefe de familia): 


Street Address/Direcci6n: 


City, State, Zip Code/ Ciudad, Estado, Cédigo Postal: 


Phone Number/Numero de Teléfono: 


Total Household Gross (Before Taxes) Annual Income/Ingreso anual bruto del hogar (antes de 
impuestos):$ 
Signature (Head of Household)/ Firma (jefe de familia): 
Date/ Fecha; 


Current HUD Income Limits for Hartford, West Hartford, East Hartford Apply 
Se aplican los limites de ingresos actuales de HUD para Hartford, West Hartford, East Hartford 


Once the Random Draw Lottery is held, which will be used to determine the order of the waiting 
list, applicants will be mailed full applications and required information will be verified prior to 
housing offers. 


Una vez se lleve a cabo el sorteo de loteria al azar, que se usara para determinar el orden de la 
lista de espera, las solicitudes se enviaran por correo y las solicitudes requeridas se verificaran 
antes de las ofertas de alojamiento. 


All preliminary applications must be mailed to: 
Todas las solicitudes preliminares deben ser enviadas por correo a: 


East Hartford Housing Authority, Waiting List Random Draw Lottery/Lista de espera sorteo 
de loteria, 

PO. Box 380616 

East Hartford, CT 06138-0616 

No Hand-Delivered Applications Will be Accepted/ No se aceptaran solicitudes entregadas a 
mano. 

* All Preliminary applications must be mailed and postmarked no later than Midnight, February 
10, 2022 — no exceptions 

Todas las solicitudes preliminares deben enviarse por correo postal y con sello postal a mas 
tardar a la medianoche del 10 de Febrero de 2022- sin excepciones. 

- Faxed or emailed preliminary applications will not be accepted — no exceptions 

No se aceptaran solicitudes preliminares enviadas por fax o correo electrénico-sin excepciones 
- All blanks need to be filled in (if none put a O) - Incomplete preliminary applications will not 
be accepted — no exceptions 

Todos los espacios en blanco deben rellenarse (si ninguno ponga un O) Solicitudes prelimin- 
ares incompletas no serdn aceptadas- sin excepciones 

* All preliminary applications must be signed and dated by the Head of Household or it will be 
treated as incomplete 

Todas las solicitudes preliminares deberan ser firmadas por el jefe de familia o serdn tratadas 
como incompletas 

* Only ONE preliminary application per household/address — no exceptions 

Solo UNA solicitud preliminar por hogar/direcci6n- sin excepciones 


EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY/Igualdad de Oportunidades de Vivienda 

Additional Preliminary Applications available on East Hartford Housing Authority’s website www. 
ehhousing.org This form may be used as is or duplicated. 

Aplicaciones preliminares adicionales disponibles en el sitio web www.ehhousing.org de La 
Autoridad de Vivienda de East Hartford. Este formulario puede ser utilizado como esta o 
duplicado. 

12/16/2021 7106891 








GREATER NEW HAVEN 
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) 
PROCESS AIR COMPRESSOR EQUIPMENT 
PROJECT NO. CWF 2019-04 
PROCESS AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEM 
FOR LOW LEVEL NITROGEN REMOVAL 
EAST SHORE WATER POLLUTION ABATEMENT FACILITY 


The Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority intends to pre-select a single supplier 
to furnish process air compressor equipment and ancillary equipment, including all materials, 
equipment, or work required including commissioning, training, and performance testing to be 
incorporated into the Process Air Compressor System for Low Level Nitrogen Removal project 
at the East Shore Water Pollution Abatement Facility. 

Proposals shall be received at the Office of Director of Finance and Administration of the 
Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority located at 260 East Street, New Haven, 
Connecticut 06511, until 10:00 a.m., prevailing local time January 20, 2022. Proposals 
received after that time will not be accepted. 

The bidders may be required to attend a virtual interview regarding the technical proposal. 
The selected Proposer will be named as the preselected supplier of Process Air Compressor 
Equipment in the project specifications for the general construction of the Process Air 
Compressor System for Low Level Nitrogen Removal project. The Contractor shall be respon- 
sible for the purchase of the Process Air Compressor Equipment package from the Process 
Air Compressor Equipment Manufacturer as described herein and in the Proposal. In return, 
the Proposer must agree to enter into an agreement with the General Contractor who is 
selected by the Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority to construct the Process 
Air Compressor System for Low Level Nitrogen Removal, and to provide the equipment and 
services as established in the Proposal. 

The information for Bidders, Proposal, Form of Contract, Plans and Specifications may be exam- 
ined at the web address https://gnhwpca.com/doing-business-with-gnhwpca/vendor-portal/. 
All Bidders must obtain the full “RFP” by contacting engineering@gnhwpca.com and referencing 
the project number CWF 2019-04. 

All questions concerning this RFP must be submitted to the Authority via email in writing before 
4:00 p.m. on January 7, 2022 (Email: engineering@gnhwpca.com and Karina.massey@jacobs. 
com). To be given consideration, questions must be received prior to the due date for questions 
indicated above. This office is the only point where information shall be disseminated. The 
Authority reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, and to waive informalities and 
irregularities in the preselection procedure. 

All bidders are to note that this project is subject to the following requirements: 


1. Any contract awarded under this RFP is expected to be funded in part by the State of 
Connecticut, Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. Neither the State of 
Connecticut nor any of its departments, agencies, or employees is or will be party to this RFP or 
any resulting contract. This procurement will be subject to the requirements contained in Title 
22a, Section 22a-482-4, subsections (h), (j), and (0). 

2. Bidders are subject to affirmative action to ensure equal opportunity for employment, as 
noted in Governor’s Executive Orders Three and Seventeen. 

3. American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of Section 436 of Public Law (PL.) 113-76, 
Consolidated Appropriations Acts, 2014. 

4. State of Connecticut Wage Rates and Federal Minimum Wage Rates, as determined by the 
United States Department of Labor under the Davis-Bacon Act. 

5. United States Environmental Protection Agency’s Prohibition on Certain Telecommunications 
and Video Surveillance Services or Equipment implementing Section 889 of Public Law 115- 
232, effective August 13, 2020. 

A certified check or bid bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total bid amount must 
accompany the bid. Said checks or bid bonds will be returned to the unsuccessful bidders 
upon execution of a contract between the selected firm and the selected Contractor. If any 
bid is not accompanied by a bid bond or certified check at the specified time for receipt of 
proposals, the incomplete proposal will not be read and this action will constitute automatic 
rejection of the bid. 


The successful bidder will be required to furnish a performance bond and a labor and materials 
payment bond to the Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority and the selected 
Contractor for the amount of the total bid. A certified check cannot be substituted for either 
bond. 

The Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority reserves the right to alter quantities 
and accept or reject any or all bids or portions of any bids, for any or no reason, including 
unavailability of appropriated funds as it may deem to be in its best interests. 

All bidders are to note that the award of this proposal is subject to the following conditions 
and contingencies: 


1. The approval of such government agencies as may be required by law. 

2. The appropriation of adequate funds by the proper agencies. 

3. The Proposal Form as provided in these documents, submitted with all applicable certifica- 
tions and documentation in accordance with the bid documents. 


Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority 
BY: Gabriel Varca 

Director of Finance and Administration 

DATED: December 16, 2021 

12/16/21 7104851 








tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


courant.com/jobs 





Connecticut 


Request for Proposal 
#02-2120 


The Judicial Branch, Purchasing Services 
Office, is soliciting written proposals for 
Information Technology (I.T.) Professional 
Consulting Services from qualified _ I.T. 
consultant and staff augmentation agencies. 
Responses from individuals are not being 
accepted. 


Proposals must be received before 2:30 
p.m. on THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2022. Late 
proposals will NOT be accepted. 


VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER 
THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. 


Proposal package may be obtained from the 
Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web site 
below at: 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
12/16/21 7107212 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 








LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF BERLIN 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
NEW AND MODIFIED CASEWORK 
RICHARD D. HUBBARD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 
& 
MARY E. GRISWOLD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BID # 2022-15 


Sealed bids addressed to the Town of Berlin 
for New and Modified Casework, Hubbard 
Elementary School, 139 Grove Street, East 
Berlin, CT and Griswold Elementary School, 
133 Heather Lane, Kensington, CT, will be re- 
ceived by Mr. Douglas Solek, Superintendent 
of Facilities, Room 110, Berlin Town Hall, 
240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT, 06037, no 
later than 1:00 PM local time on Thursday, 
January 13, 2022, at which time they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. 

Complete bid documents can be viewed and 
ordered through Advanced Reprographics, 
LLC, 50 Corporate Avenue, Plainville, CT, 
06062. 

For viewing: Visit www.advancedrepro.net, 
select “Planroom”; select “Public Jobs”. 
Documents will be available Thursday, 
December 16, 2021. 

To obtain an electronic or paper set of 
bid documents: An electronic or paper 
set containing all contract documents 
may be purchased directly from Advanced 
Reprographics for $40.00 per set. This is a 
purchase and is not refundable. 

As security, each Bid must be accompanied 
by a Certified Check or Cashier’s Check 
drawn upon either a State Bank and Trust 
Company or a National Banking Association, 
to the order of the Town of Berlin, or the Bid 
must be accompanied by a Bid Bond having 
as surety thereto, such Surety Company or 
Companies as are authorized to do business 
in the State of Connecticut, of an amount not 
less than 5% of the Bid. 

The successful Bidder shall furnish 
Performance, Labor and Material Payment 
Bonds, each for 100% of the Contract Sum. 
Bidders shall not include Federal Excise 
or State of Connecticut Sales Tax to which 
Public Buildings are exempt. 

After opening of the Bids, no Bid can be 
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days. 
After review of all factors, terms and condi- 
tions, including price, the Town of Berlin 
reserves the right to reject any or all Bids, or 
any part thereof, or waive defects in same, 
or accept any proposal deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town of Berlin. 

The Town of Berlin does not discriminate on 
the basis of sex, race, physical disability, 
religion or national origin. 

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021, at 1:00 
PM, at the Hubbard Elementary School, 139 
Grove Street, East Berlin, CT followed by 
Griswold Elementary School, 133 Heather 
Lane, Kensington, CT. It is recommended 
that all Bidders attend. 

Maryssa Tsolis 

Purchasing Agent 

Town of Berlin 

12/16/21 7107598 








NOTICE OF DECISIONS 
MIDDLETOWN INLAND WETLANDS & 
WATERCOURSES AGENCY 
REGULAR MEETING 
DECEMBER 1, 2021 


Approved the construction of a road and 
five single-family homes on lots 12-0106, 
12-0110, 12-0193, 12-0194, and 12-0195 
Nathan Hale Road. Applicant/agent Joseph 
Mazzotta 2021-7 


Joseph Carta, Chairman 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency 
12/16/21 7106644 








Legal Notice 
Request for Letters of Interest 
Task Order Historic and Archaeological 
Support Services 


The Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (Department) is seeking to 
engage four (4) consulting firms to provide 
historic documentation and archaeological 
investigations for transportation projects in 
accordance with State and Federal regula- 
tions. More detailed information regarding 
this assignment can be found at: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/DOT/Consultant-Selection/ 
Consultant-Selection-Information. 


Connecticut Department of Transportation 
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action 
Employer 

12/16/21, 12/17/21 7104940 





STORAGE TREASURES AUCTION 


Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction 
to sell personal property described below 
belonging to those individuals listed below at 
the location indicated: 

163 South Road Enfield, CT. O6082 

Auction Date and Time : 12/22/2021 at 
1:30pm 

F21 - Winter Star Marie Riach - Household 
Items 

The auction will be listed and advertised 
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases 
must be made with cash only and paid at the 
above referenced facility in order to complete 
the transaction. Extra Space Storage may 


refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase 
up until the winning bidder takes possession 
of the personal property. 

12/9, 12/16/2021 7103081 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Berlin 
Request for Proposals 
Audit Services 
Bid # 2022-13 


The Town of Berlin is seeking proposals 
for Audit Services from expert, qualified, 
and independent firms. This is a three-year 
contract, renewable thereafter, with an antici- 
pated start date of May 1, 2022. 

One (1) original and five (5) copies of sealed 
technical proposals and one (1) original of 
the fee proposal must be received in the 
Town Manager's Office of the Berlin Town 
Hall, 240 Kensington Rd, Berlin, CT 06037 
by January 20, 2022 at 2:00pm. The Town 
will not accept submissions by e-mail or fax. 
The Town will reject proposals received after 
the date and time noted above. 

The documents comprising the Request 
for Proposals may be obtained on the 
Town’s’ website, www.berlinct.gov, under 
“Departments, Purchasing, and Current Bids 
& RFPs,” or from Maryssa Tsolis, Purchasing 
Agent, Berlin Town Hall, Room 110, 240 
Kensington Rd, Berlin, CT O6037 during 
normal business hours. Each proposer is 
responsible for checking the Town’s website 
to determine if the Town has issued any 
addenda and, if so, to complete its proposal 
in accordance with the RFP as modified by 
the addenda. 

The Town reserves the right to amend or 
terminate this Request for Proposals, accept 
all or any part of a proposal, reject all propos- 
als, waive any informalities or non-material 
deficiencies in a proposal, and award the 
proposal to the proposer that, in the Town’s 
judgment, will be in the Town’s best interests. 
Maryssa Tsolis 

Purchasing Agent 

12/16/21 7107612 








THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 


REVISIONS TO WATER SUPPLY 
ORDINANCES AND SEWER ORDINANCES 


WATER SUPPLY ORDINANCES: 

§ Wia “WATER USED CHARGE (TREATED 
WATER)” 

§ Wif “SURCHARGE OUTSIDE THE 
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT FOR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS” 


SEWER ORDINANCES: 
§ S2e “WASTES EXCLUDED FROM ALL 
SEWERS” 

§ S2q “USE OF COMBINED SEWERS” 

§ S2s “STATE OF CT GENERAL PERMIT 
FOR DISCHARGES FROM MISCELLANEOUS 
INDUSTRIAL USERS” 

§ S2t “REQUIRED WASTEWATER DISCHARGE 
PERMIT(S)” (NEW) 

§ S2u “DISCHARGE 
50,000GPD” (NEW) 

§ S2v “ADDITIONAL PROHIBITIONS” (NEW) 


GREATER THAN 


Adopted by the District Board of The 
Metropolitan District at a meeting on 
December 6, 2021. 


Final revisions are available for inspection 
at the Office of the District Clerk of the 
Metropolitan District, 555 Main Street, 
Hartford or by request DistrictClerk@themdc. 
com. 


ATTEST: John S. Mirtle, Esq., District Clerk 





LEGAL NOTICE 
GLASTONBURY TOWN COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF ACTION 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the 
Glastonbury Town Council, at public hear- 
ings held on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
approved the following: 


NO. 1 ACTION ON PROPOSED TEXT AND 
MAP AMENDMENT TO BUILDING ZONE 
REGULATIONS — TOWN CENTER VILLAGE 
DISTRICT (OVERLAY ZONE). CONTINUED 
FROM NOVEMBER 23, 2021. APPROVED 
AS AMENDED WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
JANUARY 7, 2022. 

NO 2 PUBLIC INFORMATION HEARING —- 
DISCUSSION AND PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
POTENTIAL USES OF MONIES ALLOCATED 
TO GLASTONBURY THROUGH THE AMERICAN 
RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA). CONTINUED 
FROM OCTOBER 12, 2021. HELD. 

NO 3 ACTION TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE APPLICATION BY JS ADVISORS LLC 
— ADAPTIVE REDEVELOPMENT ZONE FOR 
THE PROPERTY AT 38 HUBBARD STREET 
AND THEN CONTINUE THE PRESENTATION 
BY THE APPLICANT, PUBLIC TESTIMONY AND 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION TO THE MEETING OF 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2022. CONTINUED 
TO JANUARY 11, 2022. 

NO 4 ACTION ON $125,000 APPROPRIATION 
AND TRANSFER FROM THE GENERAL FUND- 
UNASSIGNED FUND BALANCE FOR THE 
DESIGN GUIDELINES PROJECT. APPROVED. 


Dated at Glastonbury, CT this 14th day of 
December, 2021. 


GLASTONBURY TOWN COUNCIL 
By: Thomas P Gullotta, Chairman 
12/16/2021 7106807 





Proposals for: Building Improvements, at the 
Ansonia Early Care and Education Center at 
80 Howard Avenue Ansonia, Connecticut, 
06401 will be accepted until 12:00 pm on 
January 6, 2022 at the office of Team Inc. 30 
Elizabeth Street, Derby, Connecticut 06418. 
At which time they will be opened and read. 
All potential bidders must provide contact 
information via email to edwrdlvy@sbcglobal. 
net prior to the mandatory walk-through 
scheduled December 18, 2021 at 9:00 am. 
Copy and paste the following link https:// 
we.tl/t-baGdOQIOfQ to access bid docu- 
ments via We Transfer. 

Proposals are to be mailed or hand delivered 
to Team Inc. at the Derby address above. 
Team Inc. is an affirmative action/equal 
opportunity employer. Minority business 
enterprises, women business enterprises 
are encouraged to apply. 

Team Inc. reserves the right to waive any in- 
formality, to reject any or all proposals or any 
part of any proposals when it is determined 
to be in their best interest. Team Inc. will not 
be responsible for any cost involved in the 
preparation of the quotation. 

Questions may be directed to Mr. Edward 
Leavy at edwrdivy@sbcglobal.net 

12/11 - 12/17/2021 7104619 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Berlin Meriden 

Daniel C. Saraceno Jane Melada 
Bloomfield New Britain 

Bertram C. Morgan Daniel C. Saraceno 

Katharine W. Swift Newington 

Mary Jane Wright Nancy A. Dannahey 
Bristol Old Saybrook 


Lottie A. Archacki 
Clifford H. Gates 


Kenneth J. Reid 
Other Towns in CT 


Burlington Rosa M. Juan 

Lottie A. Archacki Stephen A. Luba 
Colchester Rocky Hill 

Edward L. Godbout Nancy A. Dannahey 
Cromwell John D. Gilbert 


Peter J. Forgetta, Jr. Maureen Mullane 


East Hartford Simsbury 
Joseph D. Carey, Jr. Katharine W. Swift 
Timothy L. Carpenter South Windsor 


Farmington Joseph D. Carey, Jr. 
Clifford H. Gates Marcella M. Smith 
Glastonbury Vernon 
Maureen Mullane Joseph H. Duffin, Sr. 
Hartford Wallingford 
Barbara James George E. Long 
Bertram C. Morgan West Hartford 


Deloris A. Robinson 
Andrew R. Silvay 


George E. Long 
Wethersfield 


Mary Jane Wright Peter J. Forgetta, Jr. 
Hebron John E. Hollis, Jr. 

Catherine M. Laliberte Out of State 
Manchester Joseph D. Carey, Jr. 


Joseph H. Duffin, Sr. 
Edward L. Godbout 


Ormond Beach, FL 
Jane Melada 


West New York, Paramus, 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 
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Archacki, Lottie A. 


Our dear mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and friend, 
Lottie (Rajewicz) Archacki, 90, 
of Bristol, passed from this 
world to her heavenly home 
on Tuesday (December 14, 
2021) to be reunited with her 
beloved husband, Ed and her 
dear son, Ed, Jr. Lottie was 
born on January 26, 1931 in 
Bristol and was the only child 
of the late Antony and Pauline 
(Kapecki) Rajewicz. A lifelong Bristol resident, she re- 
tired from the State of Connecticut Superior Court for 
Juvenile Matters. She will be remembered for her 
pleasant nature and Kindness. She was happily in- 
volved with ministries in her parish, St. Stanislaus 
Church of Bristol, serving in many roles over a number 
of years. There will never be another quite like Lottie. 
We have benefitted from her love and sense of humor. 
Learned from her wisdom and perseverance, and have 
admired her strength, independence, and love of life 
itself. Bask in the light of your eternal home Mom, 
Grammy, with those who have entered the kingdom of 
God before you. Until we meet again, we will treasure 
the many precious memories we were blessed to cre- 
ate with you. You remain forever in our hearts. She 
will be truly missed by her family: daughter and son-in- 
law: Kathleen Archacki Cayer and husband, Brian; 
daughter-in-law: Sherryll Archacki; her grandchildren: 
Jessica Cayer Stifel and husband, John, Benjamin Cayer 
and wife, Jolie, Edward Archacki, Ill and wife, Elizabeth, 
Michael Archacki and wife, Irene, Kathryn Duchene and 
husband, Damien; great-grandchildren: Brianna and 
Sierra Stifel, Andria and Tyson Cayer, Veronica, Vanessa, 
and Nathan Archacki, Anthony and Julianna Duchene; 
and several nieces and nephews. The family is grateful 
to her caregiver, Audet Dixon, for her faithful care over 
the last four years enabling Lottie to continue to live in 
her beloved home after Ed Sr.’s passing in 2015. A 
graveside service will be held on Friday (December 17, 
2021) at 2 PM at St. Joseph Cemetery (South Side), 522 
Terryville Ave., Bristol. There are no calling hours. In 
lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to St. 
Stanislaus Church, 510 West Street, Bristol, 06010. 
Funk Funeral Home, 35 Bellevue Ave., Bristol is hon- 
ored to serve the Archacki family. Please visit Lottie’s 
memorial web-site at www.FunkFuneralHome.com. 


Las 
9 P 
‘at Funk S Since 1865 
www.FunkFuneralHome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Carpenter, Timothy L. 


Timothy “Skip” L. Carpenter, 
60, beloved husband for 29 
years of Kassandra (Mitchell) 
Carpenter, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by his 
loving family after a brief ill- 
ness on Wednesday, December 
1, 2021. A lifelong resident of 
East Hartford, Skip was born 
on January 16, 1961 to William 
Carpenter Sr. and the late 
Lorraine (Smith) Carpenter. 
Growing up, ‘he was an avid athlete, playing on midget 
football and little league baseball teams. He was a 
graduate of George J. Penney High School, where he 
continued his athletic achievements, playing for the 
football and baseball teams. He worked many years as 
a driller for New England Boring. Skip enjoyed watch- 
ing John Wayne movies and vacationing with his family 
every summer in Old Orchard Beach, Maine. He was an 
avid fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers and the UConn 
Men's and Women’s basketball teams. He was also a 
30-year member of the British American Club. 
In addition to his wife Kassandra and his father William, 
Skip will be forever missed by his daughter and son- 
in-law, Stacey and John Christian and his three adored 
granddaughters who brought him so much joy, Haley, 
Abigail and Riley Christian. He is also survived by three 
brothers, William Carpenter, Jr. and wife Deborah, Kevin 
Carpenter and wife Joyce and Christopher Carpenter 
and wife Veronica and seven dear nieces and nephews, 
Lauren, Lindsay, Frankie, Alyssa, Courtney, Morgan and 
Paul, aS well as many extended family members and 
friends. In addition to his mother, Skip was predeceased 
by his nephew, Luke. The family wishes to extend their 
heartfelt gratitude to the wonderful staff of the ICU at 
Hartford Hospital for their care and compassion. 
Calling hours will be Saturday, December 18, from 1-3 
p.m. concluding with a Prayer Service at 3 p.m. at the 
D'Esopo-East Hartford Memorial Chapel, 30 Carter 
Street, East Hartford. Masks will be required in the 
funeral home. There will be a celebration of Tim's life 
in the summer of 2022. Donations in Tim's memory 
may be made to the American Lung Association, 45 Ash 
Street, East Hartford, CT 06108. To share a memory of 
Tim with his family, please visit www.desopoeh.com. 


K Funeral Chapel 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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CAREY, JR., Joseph D. 


= Joseph D. Carey, Jr., age 76, of 
Fast Hartford and Ormond 
Beach FL, beloved husband of 
the late Elaine (Moreau) Carey, 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, November 29, 2021. 
Joe was born in Hartford on 
November 21, 1945, the son of 
the late Joseph D. Carey, Sr. 
and Marie Silver. Joe grew up 
in Wethersfield, graduating in 
1963 from Wethersfield High 
School. After high school, he 
joined the U.S. Army, serving in Germany 
during the Vietnam War. Joseph was honor- 
ably discharged from the Army and always 
remained a proud veteran. Upon his return 
from the service, Joe joined the City of Hartford Police 
Department, where he devoted 10 years of service. 
Following his passion for construction, he started J.D.C. 
Enterprises, Inc. of Glastonbury, Bloomfield, Newington 
and finally South Windsor. He was extremely proud 
of being the owner, operator and President of J.D.C. 
Enterprises, Inc. for over 45 years. Joe was a true 
tradesman, when it came to using his hands, there was 
nothing he could not fix, always referred to as a ‘joe- 
of-all trades’. In his spare time, Joe enjoyed classic 
cars and motorcycles, of which he loved to add to his 
collection. 

Everyone who Knew Joe will remember him for his 
generous contributions to the small business com- 
munity and his endless donations to various charities 
throughout his life. He always felt fortunate enough 
to be able to help others. Joe enjoyed spending time 
with his family, friends, and especially his faithful dogs. 
His favorite holiday was Christmas and he loved to 
dress up as Santa for the kids and was always seen 
wearing his Santa hat. Throughout his life and career, 
Joe met and made many lasting friendships. He loved 
the feeling of meeting new people and sharing stories 
wherever he went. Friends will remember Joe’s great 
sense of humor, whenever you asked him how he was 
doing, his response was “I'm still vertical.” 

A wonderful family man, Joe will be missed by his four 
children, Joseph D. Carey, Ill and his partner Jennifer 
Kraft of Wethersfield, Alanna R. Carey of East Hartford, 
Johanna D. Carey-Lang and her husband Aaron of East 
Hartford and Charlton Carey and his partner Jordyn 
Cooney of South Windsor; his cherished grandchil- 
dren, Jesse, Joseph, IV “Danny”, Jordyn, Christopher, 
Grace, Danielle, Charlie, DonnaAnn Taryn, Hartlyn, 
and Charlton. Sadly, after his passing he became a 
great-grandfather and will watch over his beautiful 
Meadow from the Heavens. Joe also leaves behind his 
longtime friend, Augie Phillips, who he thought of as 
his firstborn. In addition, he is survived by his half- 
siblings, Dean Silver and Kimberly Silver, along with 
several nieces, nephews, relatives and friends. Along 
with his loving wife of 41 years and his parents, Joe 
was predeceased by his sisters, Joan Harvey and Donna 
Witherell and his stepmother, Gertrude Carey. 

The family will receive relatives and friends on Sunday, 
December 19, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the D’Esopo Funeral 
Chapel, 277 folly Brook Boulevard, Wethersfield. A 
Prayer Service will be held on Monday, December 20, at 
12 noon at the funeral home. Masks are required in the 
funeral home. Burial with military honors will follow in 
Village Cemetery in Old Wethersfield. 

Even in passing, Joe would want you to pay it forward. 
Memorial donations in his name may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105 or to the ASPCA at aspca.org/do- 
nate. For online expressions of sympathy to the family, 
please visit www.desopofuneralchapel.com. 


9S George Ernest Long (90) 
ee passed away December 11, 
» 2021 at  Masonicare_ in 
+)» Wallingford, CT. He was born 
s March 5, 1931 in Middletown, 
NY to his parents, Gladys 
7 (Bower) and Albert Douglas 
~ Long. He moved to Hartford, 
CT as a child and lived in the 
Hartford area for most of his 

life. 


George earned an Associate's 

degree in Animal Husbandry from the 

University of Connecticut. George was an 

Army Korean War veteran and was sta- 

tioned in South Korea. Upon returning home 

from the war, he married and settled in Hartford. He 
was employed as a Supervisor by Aetna Life & Casualty 
Insurance Co. He was a past treasurer and past member 
of the Prudential Committee of South Congregational 
Church. He also held several leadership positions in 
BSA Troop 2 and enjoyed many camping trips with the 


Suys. 


George was predeceased by his beloved wife, Janet 
(Griffin) Long in 2011, with whom he spent 55 years. He 
joins her in heaven in time for the 66th anniversary of 
their wedding on New Year's Eve. 


He was a member of Wyllys-St. Johns Masonic Lodge 
#4, was past master of Wyllys Lodge, and was also a 
member of Sphinx Temple Shriners. He was a talented 
bagpiper who marched in many parades. 


He loved crafting, and was a master in leather carv- 
ing, wood carving, and sketching. He created beautiful 
works of art, which will be forever treasured by his 
family members. 


He leaves behind his son, George E. Long, Jr. (wife 
Debbie) and his daughter Susan Long Ray (husband 
Tom); four grandchildren, Benjamin Long, Jennifer 
Hummel, Thomas Ray, IV and Dr. Sarah Ray; one great- 
granddaughter, Kaylee Hummel, and one step great- 
grandson, Marc Marshall. 


A memorial service will be held at 1:00 pm on December 
20, 2021 at Sheehan-Hilborn-Breen Funeral Home, 1084 
New Britain Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06110. Calling 
hour will be prior to the service beginning at 12:00 pm. 
Burial will be in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford In lieu 
of flowers, we ask that you please make a donation 
in George’s name to Shriners Hospitals for Children 
(www.shrinerschildren.org). 

Online condolences may be made at www. 
SheehanHilbornBreen.com 


Every life story 
deserves to be told. 


Share your loved one’s story at 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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Dannahey, Nancy A. 


Nancy A. Dannahey, 90 years 

old of Rocky Hill, formerly a 

resident of Newington passed 

away on Sunday, December 12, 

2021 at Hartford Hospital. She 

is predeceased by her beloved 

husband Norman Dannahey. 

She leaves a loving family 

which includes her children 

' Frank Dannahey, John 

-Dannahey and his wife Karina 

ee and Janet DeFrancesco and 

her husband Bob. She leaves five adoring grandchil- 
dren, Ryan Dannahey (Christina), Samantha 


DeFrancesco, Eric DeFrancesco, Korin Dannahey and 
Sean Dannahey. In addition, she leaves great friends 
and former neighbors from Tremont Street in 
Newington. Her current neighbors at the Ridge at Elm 
community in Rocky Hill will miss her tremendously, 
especially her card playing friends. She looked forward 
to playing cards every Monday and Thursday. They 


bonded as friends and enjoyed a variety of activities 
such as lunches and conversations at the river. Nancy 
was a prolific reader, enjoying historical novels the 
most. Crossword puzzles were always a challenge she 
enjoyed. She will always be remembered for her 
peaceful demeanor, intelligence, wisdom and caring 
heart. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be on Friday, December 
17 at 11:00 AM at St. James Church, 767 Elm Street, 
Rocky Hill. Everyone is requested to meet at the 
Church. Calling hours will be Thursday, December 16 
from 5-7 PM at the Sheehan Hilborn Breen Funeral 
Home, 1084 New Britain Ave, West Hartford, CT. Burial 
will follow in Rose Hill Memorial Park, Rocky Hill. 
Memorial contributions in Nancy's memory may be 
made to The Salvation Army, 855 Asylum Ave, Hartford, 
CT 06105. Online condolences may be made at www. 
SheehanHilbornBreen.com 





Duffin, Sr., Joseph Henry 


It is with great sadness, but 
with great celebration of a life 
well lived, that we announce 
the passing of our beloved 
husband, father and grandfa- 
ther, Joseph Henry Duffin, Sr. 
on December 13, 2021. Joe led 
an extraordinary life. Born in 
™.. Bangor, PA September 17, 
1926, to Samuel Duffin and 
» Sarah (Sadie) O'Brien, as part 
"of the greatest generation. 
| ue Leaving high school with his 
parent pies and needed signatures, 
enlisted in the Navy at 17 for service in 
WWII. He said he chose the Navy because 
he got “3 hots and a cot”. Good fortune 
smiled upon him as he was directed to serve aboard 
“battlewagon,” Pearl Harbor bombing = survivor 
Battleship USS Tennessee BB43, thus beginning an ad- 
venture that would forever shape his life. Joe boarded 
Tennessee in 1944, Puget Sound, Bremerton, 
Washington as Tennessee was dry docked for repairs 
and updates. Upon completion Tennessee steamed 
south to engage in island hopping bombardments of 
well entrenched Japanese held islands, He was “Ssea- 
sick as hell” as he put it, but soon got his sea legs and 
adjusted to life at sea. Assigned to turret 2 and fire 
control where he acquired his love of fire fighting took 
part in the final push to Japan and on to victory. He 
participated in the shelling of lwo Jima arriving 2/16/45 
having actually witnessed one of the two flag raisings 
on Mount Suribachi from the decks of his beloved 
Tennessee. He never knew which of the two he saw 
but would have liked to believe it was the one captured 
SO poignantly by Joe Rosenthal. After a 21 day stay at 
lwo having fulfilled her duties, Tennessee was ordered 
to Ulithi Atoll to replenish ammunition and other sup- 
plies. Joe and crew enjoyed a much-needed rest as the 
fighting still raged on the island until the 26th. Then it 
was on to the last great battle of WWII, Okinawa. Joe 
said, “When we arrived, we bombed the hell out of that 
place too.” On April 12th, he survived a kamikaze at- 
tack and spoke of the 22 fatalities in solemn tones. He 
said, “it was just a mess.” The planes engine went 
down several decks and came to a rest in a barber's 
chair. He never forgot it. After hostilities ceased, and 
the war was over, he took part in the occupation where 
he said the Japanese people were wonderful to him. 
Joe recalled walking the streets of Japan to the 
Emperors Palace, which was cordoned off and guarded 
by American MPs, but could be seen from the gate. He 
and his buddies gave Hirohito the finger from afar and 
thought that was great. “True story,” he said, that was 
the moment he felt the war was over for him. Upon his 
return home he married his sweetheart, Elizabeth Rice, 
June 12, 1946, and together raised four beautiful chil- 
dren. Joe served with honor and distinction in every- 
thing he did. From Captain of the Fire Department of 
Pratt and Whitney for which we believe was 37 years, 
retiring on the “Golden Handshake” in the mid 80" s. 
Joe once grounded Air Force One for an oil leak in a 
hose for the landing gear while LBJ was visiting Pratt. 
He personally told then President Lynden Baines 
Johnson that his plane was grounded until repairs were 
made. He suggested to LBJ that he call Lady Bird and 
tell her that he will be “late for supper.” He was Fire 
Chief of Vernon in the 60's and was instrumental in it’s 
consolidation with Rockville’s Fire Department at a 
most tumultuous time and received from then Mayor 
Pratt heart-felt praise for bringing the two sides to- 
gether so non-confrontationally. He worked at gas sta- 
tions, liquor stores and Aetna later on. He loved all 
things fire, woodstoves, pellet stoves and fires in the 
ditch out back, having set the woods on fire, made us 
kids put it out. He loved model trains, the Patriots, 
didn't care much for baseball, loved dogs, cats, little 
wild critters he and Mrs. fed, democrats, labor over 
management, General Motors cars and believed in 
GOD, but didn’t make a big deal out of it. Loved to tin- 
ker. He wasn't one to butt into anyone's life and kept 
to himself as a rule. He was never cantankerous and a 
font of quiet wisdom. He never caused trouble. He lived 
his life doing what you are supposed to. He lived, loved, 
laughed, forgave, and forgot. Traveled, saw the nation 
in his motor home, flew to far away places, sailed the 
great oceans and enjoyed being home too. GODspeed 
Captain. He leaves his beloved wife Betty of 75 unbe- 
lievable years, 4 children Patricia Ellington and husband 
Wayne of Windermere, FL, Joseph Henry Duffin Il and 
his wife Beth of Windham, NH, Margaret Duffin, of FL 
and Susan Nicholas and husband Mark of Vernon, CT, 7 
Grandchildren, Lauren, twins Joseph and Megan, and 
Jack Duffin. Evan and twins Wendy and Tracy Nicholas. 
Services will be private, and interment will be at 
Arlington National Cemetery, VA. For online condo- 
lences please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 
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Forgetta, Jr., Peter J. 


as AS Peter J. Forgetta Jr, 82, be- 


~~ ‘ ; 

. "loved husband of Julia 

7 ~ (Labbadia) Forgetta, for 56 

, years, entered into eternal 
ia 


rest on Monday, December 6, 
2021. Peter was born October 
8, 1939 in Hartford and was 
+ son to the late Peter J. and 
Mary (Mingo) Forgetta Sr. 
Peter grew up in Hartford, 
graduating from Bulkeley High 
School in 1957 and went on to 
receive a Bachelor's degree in 
Accounting from Bryant College in 1961. 
From 1961-1967, Peter served as a member 
of the U.S. Army reserves. 

A gentle and loving man he met his beauti- 
ful bride Julia in 1961, they married in 1965 and to- 
gether began their family life in Farmington, Rocky Hill, 
Wethersfield and Cromwell. 

He launched his career at Blum, Kaplan in West 
Hartford as an Accountant, then as Comptroller for 
Shepard Steel in Hartford for 10 years. He followed his 
entrepreneurial spirit creating the Tax Office of Peter 
J. Forgetta out of his home. A trusted advisor and ac- 
countant for over 41 years, he built the business which 
became Forgetta & Associates Inc. alongside his son 
Thomas, and daughter Christina and later his grand- 
daughter Nicolette. 

Peter had many hobbies which he enjoyed, including 
art appreciation, collecting Lionel trains, woodworking, 
and of course traveling with his beloved Julia. They 
found their summer haven in Martha’s Vineyard where 
they would spend time together with their treasured 
family and friends. They also enjoyed traveling to many 
parts of the world. 

Without hesitation; his family and his business were his 
loves. He remained active in Forgetta and Associates 
until his last days. 

Peter was a past President and member of Unico 
National Wethersfield Chapter, a former President of 
the National Association of Enrolled Agents as well as 
a volunteer firefighter for the town of Rocky Hill. 

He will be remembered for his kind and gentle heart, 
contagious smile, loyalty, professional demeanor and 
being a trusted advisor. 

In addition to his loving wife Julia, he is survived by his 
children; Gina Marie Uricchio and her husband John of 
Rocky Hill, Thomas S. Forgetta and his wife Margaret 
of Wethersfield and Christina Marie Reilly and her hus- 
band James of Cromwell. Seven beloved grandchildren, 
Nicolette Forgetta of Newington, Andrew and Anthony 
Forgetta of Wethersfield, Ally and Johnny Uricchio of 
Rocky hill, Giuliana and Ella Reilly of Cromwell. His 
Sister, Beverly A. Sipala of Rocky Hill, his brother-in-law 
Saverio Labbadia of Bristol, Josepina and Valentina of 
San Paolo, Brazil and his many nieces, nephews, cous- 
ins and dear friends. 

Along with his parents, Peter was predeceased by his 
in-laws Onorata and Salavatore Labbadia, his brothers- 
in-law, Rocco, Angelo and John Labbadia, sisters-in-law 
Maria and Gaspare, Antoinetta and Antonio Davia, 
sister-in-law, Angelina Labbadia, and brother-in-law, 
Salvatore Sipala. 

The family would like to express their deep gratitude to 
both the Hartford Hospital and the Conklin Rehab Staff. 
A visitation will be held Monday, December 20, from 
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the D’'Esopo Funeral Chapel, 
277 Folly Brook Boulevard, Wethersfield. All friends and 
family are kindly asked to wear face coverings. A Mass 
of Christian Burial celebrating Peter's life will follow 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Church of the Incarnation, 544 
Prospect Street, Wethersfield. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to MARC 
of Middletown c/o MARC Community Resources, 25 
Industrial Park Rd., Middletown, CT 06457, https:// 
www.marccommunityresources.org/donate (please 
indicate the donation is being made in memory of Ally 
Uricchio’s grandfather). Donations may also be made 
to the Church of the Incarnation. 

For online expressions of sympathy, please visit www. 
desopofuneralchapel.com 








Clifford H. Gates, 96, of Bristol 
passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday December 14, 2021. 
Clifford was born on June 19, 
+ 1925 in Mount Holly, VT the 
son of the late Leonard and 
Catherine (Sprague) Gates. He 
retired from Fafnir Bearing/ 
Textron and had his own land- 
Scaping and driveway busi- 
ness. He is survived by his 
loving wife of over 70 years, 
Elsie (Bonola) Gates of Bristol; his daughter Pamela 
Munger and her husband Richard; his sons Steven 
Gates and his wife Joan and David Gates and his wife 
Barbara; his grandchildren Nicholas Munger and Allison 
Munger, Jennifer (Ron) St. Juste, Andrew Gates, Leonard 
(Jackie) Gates, Jeffrey Gates; his brothers Chester of 
Putney, VT, Robert and Donald Gates of Mount Holly, VT; 
his sister Etta Kennett of Springfield, VT; his six great- 
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his brothers Frank and George Gates 
and his sisters Lillian Snyder and Hazel Turner. Calling 
hours will be held on Saturday, December 18, 2021 
from 8:30 AM until 9:30 AM at O’Brien Funeral Home, 
24 Lincoln Ave., Bristol/Forestville then to St Matthew 
Church for a Mass of Christian Burial at 10AM followed 
by a procession to St. Joseph Cemetery, Bristol. In lieu 
of flowers donations can be made to: LiveWell Alliance, 
1261 South Main St, Plantsville, CT 06479 To leave an 
online message of condolence, share a memory or a 
photo, please visit Clifford's tribute page at www. 
OBrien-FuneralHome.com 
Buen 
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Wright, Mary Jane 


Mary Jane Wright, 105, affec- 

_ tionately Known as Aunt Mary 

—a or Aunt Mae Jane entered into 

eternal rest on Wednesday, 

December 1, 2021. Mary was 

_% born on March 8, 1916 to the 

\_ <- 44 late Robert Williams and Willie 

\ ail Baker in Americas, GA. 

Lz A celebration of life for Mary 

ai />- will take place on Saturday, 

Si ft December 18, 2021 at 

\A “ih / »)- 10:00am with a calling hour 

from 9:00am - 10:00am at Henry L. Fuqua Funeral 

Service (A Division of Howard K. Hill Funeral Services), 

94 Granby Street, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Interment will 

be held at Mount Saint Benedict Cemetery, 1 Cottage 

Grove Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. To leave a message 

of comfort for the Wright family, view the full obitu- 

ary and livestreaming of services, please visit, www. 
hkhfuneralservices.com 


HOWARD K. HILL 
, FUNERAL SERVICES 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Gilbert, John Dimmock 


John Dimmock Gilbert, 77, of 
Rocky Hill, passed away on 
Sunday December 12, 2021. 
John was the son of the late 
Truman and Imogene Gilbert 
and a lifelong resident of 
Rocky Hill. John, a U.S. Navy 
veteran, was employed by 
Pratt & Whitney for 29 years, 
_ until he retired in 1994. After 
LE ee.) f= «retiring from Pratt, John pur- 
Ze : oe i ~- chased a liquor store in 
SC CEE EER SFE Meriden, where he_ loved 
Spending time talking with customers and 
being a part of the community. A man with 
many hobbies, John was an avid fly fisher- 
man, photographer, gardener, and car en- 
thusiast. Besides being a member of the Eastern 
Chapter of the Over the Hill Gang Car Club, John spent 
his free time attending car shows, working on cars, and 
above all else spending time with family. John loved 
attending his grandchildren’s sporting events, awards 
ceremonies, and dance recitals, where he was always 
their biggest fan. He took his weekly Wednesday drives 
with his life-long best friend and cousin, Bill Massicotte, 
photographing Connecticut's old barns and oddities. 
Above all, John always put his family first. John leaves 
behind the love of his life, his wife Barbara. John and 
Barbara's love story is one that fairy tales are made of. 
Falling in love as teenagers, they were together for 59 
years and recently celebrated their 55th wedding an- 
niversary. While in the hospital John found comfort in 
the song, “I only have eyes for you,” a reminder of his 
love for Barbara. John also leaves behind his three 
children: Karen Woolley and her husband Christopher, 
Jennifer Salamone and her husband Scott, and John 
Paul Gilbert, all of Rocky Hill. John leaves four grand- 
children Ryan Woolley, John Woolley, Maya Salamone, 
and Cole Salamone, all of whom were his pride and joy. 
Additionally, John leaves behind his sisters: Barbara 
Koeppen and her husband Dick of Harwich, MA, and 
Diana Kenny and her husband Tim of Wilmington, NC, 
his sister-in-law Denise Stripinis and her husband Phil 
of Melbourne, FL, and his nieces, nephews, and ex- 
tended family. He was predeceased by his parents, 
Truman and Imogene, his sister Virginia Ducki and her 
husband Walter Ducki of Rocky Hill. Family and friends 
are invited to the Brooklawn Funeral Home, 511 Brook 
St. Rocky Hill on Friday, December 17, 2021, from 
11a.m.-1p.m. with a service at 1p.m. Interment will 
follow in Rose Hill Cemetery, Rocky Hill. In lieu of flow- 
ers, donations may be made in his name to the National 
Kidney Foundation www.kidney.org. For online guest- 
book please visit www.brooklawnfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Godbout, Edward Louis 


Edward Louis Godbout, 84, of Manchester, beloved 
husband of 58 years to Joan Muszynski Godbout, went 
home to Jesus on November 18, 2021, after a valiant 
battle with kidney cancer. 
Eddie, son of the late Catherine ‘Kay” Godbout, was 
born and raised in Hartford, graduating from Weaver 
High School and the University of Hartford. Over the 
years he worked at Command Aircraft, sold Electrolux 
vacuum cleaners, taught high school math beginning 
at RHAM, then spent over 30 years at Wethersfield 
High School and was a popular SAT tutor. He always 
took a sincere personal interest in everyone he met, 
especially his students. 
Edward was a loving father of 2 girls, Melissa Godbout 
of Manchester and Tamara Wolfe and husband William 
Wolfe of Colchester, and grandfather of 5, Cynthia 
Wolfe, Patricia Wolfe Loucraft and husband Kolbe 
Loucraft, William Wolfe Ill, Stephanie Wolfe, and 
JohnPaul Wolfe, and a first Great Grandson Desmond 
Loucraft. He is survived by 1 brother Richard F. Godbout 
and wife Evelyn of Ridgefield, and 2 sisters, Marilyn 
A. Perone and her beloved deceased husband Peter of 
West Hartford, and Catherine E. Wynn of Manchester. 
Always on the go, Eddie could never sit still long. He 
loved walks, especially by the ocean at his old child- 
hood stomping grounds, Point O' Woods in Old Lyme, 
Newport's cliff walks in Rhode Island, Ogunquit’s 
Marginal Way, and Gooch’s Beach in Kennebunkport, 
Maine. Always a twinkle in his bright blue eyes, Edward 
loved to laugh, especially at his own tomfoolery. Other 
passions included swimming and diving into pools 
with good form (at 79!), going for drives to places 
with superb views such as the Mohawk trail and up 
Mt. Greylock, and eating at diners: “Pass the mashed 
potatoes and corn, please!” He loved watching certain 
movies over and over such as Somewhere in Time, John 
Wayne Westerns, and TV series on astronomy. Most of 
all, Edward loved helping people, always giving his 
time and support to those in need which led him to 
serve the Lord as a 3rd order Carmelite. He was an 
active and committed member of Assumption Parish in 
Manchester. 
Family and friends may call on the John F. Tierney 
Funeral Home, 219 W. Center St., Manchester, on 
Monday, December 20th from 9:30-10:30 a.m., fol- 
lowed by a Mass of Christian Burial at Church of the 
Assumption, with burial at East Cemetery. For online 
condolences, please visit www.tierneyfuneralhome. 
com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Hollis, Jr., John E 


—s Hollis, Jr., John Edward, 53 
[ passed away peacefully on 
- December 6, 2021, at Hartford 
Sea ~=HoSpital. 
Born in Hartford, CT, he was 
the son of Lucille Scata and 
the late John E. Hollis, Sr. He 
attended East Hartford High 
School. Obtained his GED. 
John John's favorite pastime 
was golfing with his dad, 
Siblings and friends. He was 
a diehard Patriots and Red 
Sox fan and enjoyed spending time with 
his family. He will be remembered most 
as a loving, funny, son, brother, Uncle and 
friend. 
Besides his mother he is survived by two children 
Vyktoria & Braden. His second Mom Lori Hollis, His 
brothers Michael (partner Sara) & Freddie Hollis, 
Robert (partner Pauline) & Jeff Caplinger, his sisters 
LuAnne Gherardi (husband Frank), Jessica Dale (hus- 
band LaTroy) & Kim McAninch (husband, Mark). He was 
predeceased by his maternal and paternal grandpar- 
ents a brother Wilfred J. Cousineau, Jr., Uncles Jerry 
& Fred Hollis. He also leaves his Aunts Barbara and 
Claire, several nieces, nephews, cousins and countless 
cherished friends. 
A Celebration of John’s life will be held on December 
18, 2021, at the Moose Lodge, 302 White St. Hartford, 
CT. beginning at 4:30p.m. 
The graveside service will be held at the convenience 
of the family there are no calling hours. 
In lieu of flowers a donation in John’s memory may be 
made to a charity of the donor’s choice. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





hare memories, express 
condolences, and celebrate 
life in the obituary section 
on courant.com. 
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James, Barbara 


Barbara J. James, 96, of 
Hartford, CT gained her heav- 
enly wings on Monday, 
December 6, 2021. Barbara 
was born on June 17, 1925, to 
the late Jesse L. Jackson and 
Helen Jackson in Hartford, CT. 
A celebration of life for 
Barbara will take place on 
Monday, December 20, 2021, 
at 11:00am with a visitation 
from 10:00am - 11:00am at 
Henry L. Fuqua Funeral Services (A Division of Howard 
K. Hill Funeral Services), 94 Granby Street, Bloomfield, 
CT 06002. Interment will be held at Mountain View 
Cemetery, 30 Mountain Avenue, Bloomfield, CT 06002. 
To leave a message of comfort for the James family 
and view the full obituary, please visit, www.hkhfuner- 
alservices.com 


HOWARD K. HILL 
, FUNERAL SERVICES 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Juan, Rosa M 


Rosa Marina Juan, 82, of 
Mansfield, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 
at Windham Hospital sur- 
rounded by her family. She 
was born the daughter of the 
late Marino Toledo and Ana 
Rosa Cespedes on August 30, 
| 1939 in Cuba, where she 
Ve grew up and married Juan 
ae | Juan in 1964. Later she im- 
migrated to America and became a United States citi- 
zen. Rosa and Juan shared a wonderful life together for 
forty-four years until his passing in 2008. Rosa was a 
dedicated wife, a wonderful mother, and devoted 
Abuela. She loved to laugh, go on vacation with her 
family, watch the Red Sox and Patriots play, and care 
for her ‘granddogs’. She loved family gatherings and 
Spending time with those she loved. 
Rosa is survived by daughter Caridad Vincente and 
her husband Curt of Mansfield, CT, son Juan Juan, Jr. 
and his wife Jennifer of Bolton, CT, four grandchildren, 
Chad Vincente, Cristina Vincente, Trevor Juan, and 
Marina Juan, half-sister Ileana Toledo, of Havana, Cuba, 
and numerous cousins, nieces, and nephews. Rosa was 
predeceased by her husband Juan Juan and her sister 
Consuelo. 
The family wishes to express gratitude to all who be- 
friended Rosa throughout her life and to the Windham 
Hospital staff for making her comfortable in the last 
days of her life. 
There are no calling hours. A Mass of Christian burial 
will be held on Thursday, December 23, 2021 at 10:00am 
at St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, 46 Valley Street, 
Willimantic, CT. Burial to immediately follow at Saint 
Joseph Cemetery, 134 Club Road, Willimantic, CT. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests memorial contributions 
to the American Lung Association at https://www.|lung. 
org/get-involved/ways-to-give or the Windham Hospital 
Foundation at https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/ 
charity/1435745). For an online memorial guestbook 
please visit www.potterfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Laliberte, Catherine M 


Catherine M. “Kitty” 
(Brobson) Laliberte , 86, of 
Hebron, CT passed away un- 
expectedly on December 6th 
2021. She was born August 
13, 1935 in Scranton, PA to 
the late Kathryn and Joseph 
Brobson also from Scranton, 
PA. Besides her parents she 
is predeceased by her sister 
Mary. She ventured out to 
Las Vegas in 1986 where she 
enjoyed working as a cashier in the Golden Nugget for 
many years before relocating to the Mirage Hotel and 
Casino where she later retired. She moved to Coventry, 
CT in 2017 to be close to family. Catherine was very 
kind and generous and always thought of others before 
herself. She loved spending time with family and 
friends. She also loved to travel and had a talent for 
collecting things and enjoyed all kinds of arts & crafts 
on her free time. Catherine is survived by 3 children. 
Joseph Laliberte and his wife Charlie of Las Vegas, NV, 
Mickie and her husband Michael of Coventry, CT, 
Michael and his wife Pamela of Mansfield, CT and her 
Sister Jane O'’Boyle and her husband Leonard of 
Scranton, PA. She also is survived by 7 grandchildren, 
Jonathan, Jasa, Christopher, Cassandra along with her 
husband Ryan, Justin, Danielle and Joey. She was also 
GG to 7 great grandchildren, Jaxon, Lorelai, Kole, 
Chasin, Brixton, Alexa, and one on the way in April. 
She will be dearly missed by all. Calling hours for 
Catherine will be held Sunday, December 19, 2021 from 
3:00 PM to 6:00 PM at Benjamin J. Callahan Funeral 
Home 318 Burnside Ave. East Hartford, Connecticut 
06108. Fond memories and expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.CallahanFuneral.com for the 
Laliberte family. In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made in her memory to a charitable organization of 
your choice. 


yr Seal 


Melada, Jane 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
to Jane Melada (nee Doerner), age 80, of 
Meriden, CT, formerly of West New York, 
OYE Paramus, Kinnelon and Elmwood Park, NJ, 
ail passed away on the evening of December 
10, 2021. Jane was born in 1941 to Ernest and Isabell 
(nee Brickwedel) Dorner. She graduated in 1959 from 
Memorial High School in West New York, NJ, and con- 
tinued her education to graduate later in life with a 
Masters in Social Work from New York University. Jane 
was predeceased by her husband George, in 2004. 
They were high school sweethearts and she never re- 
married, her family was all that she needed. Jane is 
the loving mother of Sharon Knoob (nee Melada), hus- 
band James Knoob, Jr., and G. Steven Melada, wife 
Helen Melada (nee Gordon). She is the cherished 
grandmother of Kyleigh Knoob, Matthew and Elizabeth 
Melada. Services will be held on Friday, December 17, 
2021 at 10:30am at the Vander Plaat Colonial Home in 
Fair Lawn, NJ, followed by the burial at George 
Washington Cemetery, in Paramus, NJ. A Memorial 
Service will be held on Saturday, December 18 at 10am 
at Christ of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 600 
Shepard Ave., Hamden, CT 06514. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the Autoimmune Association, 
formerly known as the American Autoimmune and 
Related Disease Association at Autoimmune.org or the 
Dementia Society of America at Dementiasociety.org 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Morgan, Bertram C 


Bertram C. Morgan, 88, of 
Bloomfield, CT departed this 
life on Tuesday, December 7, 
2021 surrounded by his loved 
ones. Bertram was born on 
August 15, 1933 to the late 
Cyril |. Morgan and Alintha 
Thomas in Kingston, JA. 
A catholic mass for Bertram 
will take place on Monday, 
December 20, 2021 at 11:00am 
abet with a calling hour from 
10: 00am - 11: 1:00am at St. Justin St.- St. Michael Parish, 
230 Blue Hills Avenue, Hartford, CT 06112. Interment 
will be held at Mount Saint Benedict Cemetery, 1 
Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. To leave a 
message of comfort for the Morgan family, view the 
full obituary and livestreaming of services please visit, 
www.hkhfuneralservices.com 


HOWARD K. HILL 
FUNERAL SERVICES 


Beinkde ‘ai 
Patabiished 2004 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


ina Maureen (Grimes) 


Maureen "Mo" (Grimes) 
Mullane, 90, of Glastonbury, 
passed away December 8, 
2021 after a full and robust 
life. She was born in Meriden 
on September 12, 1931, 
daughter of the late Charles 
/ and Mary (Sokel) Grimes. She 
attended Rocky Hill Public 
Schools before going on to 
graduate from Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy in Hartford 
and St. igceoh College in West Hartford. After graduat- 
ing college, she taught elementary school in Rocky Hill 
for several years. She loved teaching and could recall 
most of her students’ names even 60 years later. In 
1960, she married Francis Mullane, and in 1963, they 
moved to Glastonbury to raise a family. 
In 1976, Mo joined the program started by Bill W. and 
Dr. Bob and began working to save many lives, begin- 
ning with her own. She maintained and strengthened 
this way of life for over 45 years, cultivating deep and 
lasting friendships. A breast cancer survivor since the 
early 1980's, she was committed to living her life to its 
fullest. She was a formidable foe at the bridge table, 
a master gardener, an excellent skier, an enthusiastic 
traveler, a skilled hiker, a decent pianist, and she Knit- 
ted beautiful sweaters for family members and friends. 
Mo was predeceased by her four older brothers, 
Walter, Thomas, Robert, and Lawrence Grimes, and her 
ex-husband, Francis Mullane. She leaves her three 
children and their families; Tom and his wife Robyn 
(Rifkin) of Glastonbury, Anne and her partner Steve 
Park of Roanoke, Virginia, and Rob and his fiancée 
Halley Moore of Paso Robles, California. She also leaves 
three grandchildren, Jack, Kristy, and Clancy, as well 
as a granddaughter-in-law, Tabitha, a great grandson, 
Mathew, many nieces and nephews and their families, 
a host of life-long friends and countless, grateful 
“friends of Bill”. 
A Mass of Christian Burial celebrating Maureen’s life 
will be held on Saturday, January 15, 2022 at 10:00AM 
in Saint Patrick-Saint Anthony Church, 285 Church 
Street, Hartford. The Farley-Sullivan Funeral Home, 
Glastonbury has care of the arrangements. In lieu 
of flowers, please donate to your favorite charity in 
Mo's name. To extend online condolences, please visit 
Farleysullivan.com. 


Farley-Sullivan 
Funeral Home 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Reid, Chief Kenneth J. 


Chief Kenneth J. Reid Age: 68, 
husband of Nicole Spaargaren 
Reid of Old Saybrook passed 
C 7 away peacefully on Friday, 
wmtee December 10th at his home 
> Wh with his dog Daisy by his side. 
Ken was born on April 3, 1953 
in Middletown, CT to the late 
William R. Reid and June 
“Jackie” Rouse Reid of Old 
Saybrook. Chief Reid's pro- 
fessional career was in the 
Criminal Justice field as well as Private and Corporate 
Security. He served as a member of the Clinton, CT 
Police Department, Chief of Police in the Town of 
Chester, CT, a K-9 Narcotics Handler, Community 
Service Officer for the Old Saybrook Police Department 
and as Vice Chairman for the Old Saybrook Police 
Commission. He also served as Director of Security at 
Lawrence and Memorial Hospital. He was Trustee for 
the Old Saybrook Historical Society, Member of the Elks 
club and a member of the Antique Police Vehicle 
Association. Chief Reid was a lifelong collector of Law 
Enforcement Memorabilia as well as the beloved “Coca 
Cola" brand. He loved to travel with his wife Nicole, 
collecting memorabilia and playing the drums with his 
band. He is survived by his 2 sons: Kenneth Reid Jr. and 
his wife Lefkothea Reid along with his grandsons 
Nikolas, Alexander & Lukas Reid of Old Lyme, CT, 
Christopher J. Reid and his wife Leslie Reid, grand- 
daughter Riley June, and youngest grandson Owen Reid 
of Old Saybrook, CT. as well as their mother and friend 
Ginny Reid of Old Saybrook. In addition to his wife, 
Nicole he is survived by her children Maxwell 28, Daniel 
26, Nicholas 17, and Andrew 16, Spaargaren which he 
Shared the honor of raising. His brother Charles W. Reid 
and his wife Janice Reid of Deep River, niece Karen Reid 
Hartt and her husband Ryan L Hartt and their children 
Elizabeth, Julie, and McKinley Hartt of Deep River. His 
Aunt Betty Ann Reid Butler and Jordan Butler of Old 
Saybrook as well as his beloved cousins and extended 
family members. He is predeceased by many special 
aunts and uncles as well as his niece Tracey Reid 
McCarthy. Visiting hours will be held Friday, December 
17th from 4-7pm at Swan Funeral home in Old Saybrook. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


ROD, Deloris A. 


Deloris Ann Robinson, 62, of 
Hartford, CT entered into eter- 
nal rest on Sunday, December 
5, 2021. Deloris was born on 
December 25, 1958 to the late 
Eugene York and Mattie Laired 
in Sumter, SC. 
A celebration of life for Deloris 
» will take place on Monday, 


F, December 20, 2021 at 3:30pm 

. with a visitation from 2:00pm 

ci ee 3 — 3:30pm at Henry L. Fuqua 

Funeral Service (A Division of Howard K. Hill Funeral 

Services), 94 Granby Street, Bloomfield, CT 06002. To 

leave a message of comfort for the Robinson family 
please visit, www.hkhfuneralservices.com 


HOWARD K. HILL 
, FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pos ae st 
Fotabiished 204 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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—— Andrew R 


Andrew ‘Richard’ Silvay, 85, 
of St. Augustine FL, peace- 
fully passed away on 
December 8, 2021. Born in 
Bayonne, NJ, to Andrew and 
Winifred, Richard graduated 
from the United States Naval 
Academy in 1959 and served 
four years in the United 
States Air Force. After gradu- 
ation, he worked as a me- 
— ae chanical engineer for United 
fechnolowies for 31 years. Richard was predeceased by 
mother, Winifred; father, Andrew; brother, Jim; and sis- 
ter, Ellen. A wonderful husband and father, he is sur- 
vived by his loving wife of 42 years, Jennifer; sons, 
Scott (Kim), Kenneth (Laura), and Michael (Lorelei); 
daughter, Courtney; and eight grandchildren. Services 
will be held at St. Johns Family Funeral Home on 
Sunday, December 12 at 2pm. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Smith, Marcella M (Tycowski) 


Marcella (Tycowski) Smith, 92, of South Windsor, be- 
loved wife of the late Leonard W Smith, passed away 
peacefully on Friday (December 10, 2021). Marcella 
was born in Kingston, PA on May 25, 1929. She was the 
daughter of the late Charles and Marian TycowskKi. 


Raised in Kingston, PA, Marcella was a graduate of 
Kingston High School. She and Len met in Pennsylvania 
and married in 1953. Together, they settled in South 
Windsor, Connecticut where they raised their 4 
children. 


Marcella leaves behind all four children, Deborah 
Smith (Austin, TX), Gail Granger and husband Rick (East 
Granby, CT), Leonard Smith and wife Cindy (Richfield, 
WI), Mark Smith and wife Laurie (South Windsor, CT). 
She also leaves her grandchildren whom she loved 
dearly and was so proud of; Christopher Granger and 
Timothy Granger, Matthew Smith (and wife, Alyssa 
Smith) and Andrew Smith. She also leaves sisters 
Hedwig Phillips and Regina Tycowski, sister-in-law 
Betty Doyle, and many beloved relatives, nieces and 
nephews. Marcella was predeceased by her brothers, 
Charles and Joseph Tycowski and sisters, Stella McNey, 
Teresa Yatsko, Helen Polonski. 


Marcella enjoyed sewing, cooking, crossword puzzles 
and gardening. She especially loved tending to her 
roses- which she shared with the lucky few whom she 
loved the most. She would always give the “lucky” num- 
bers to those who asked. Over anything else, Marcella 
enjoyed spending time with her family, especially her 
grandchildren. Marcella was a wonderfully kind, loving, 
gentle mother who will be missed dearly by all who 
had the pleasure to know her. The family would like to 
thank the staff at Fresh River Healthcare for the loving 
care they provided Marcella over the past few years. 
Private services will be held among family. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the aspca.org or an 
organization of the donor’s choice in honor of Marcella. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Swift, Katharine w. Townsend 


Katharine W. (Townsend) Swift, 
“Wendy” 93 of West Simsbury 
and formerly of Rochester, NY, 
wife of the late William V. 
Swift, passed away Friday, 
December 10, 2021, surround- 
ed by her loving family. Born in 
New York City, daughter of the 
late Wendell and Daisy (Wright) 
Townsend, she was raised in 
Bronxville, NY, and Rumney, 
Re Zi Wie NH. She attended Sanford 
Prep, earned her BA from Elmira College Class of 1950, 
and her career started as an editor with Popular 
Science. With an adventurous spirit, she and her late 
husband started Algonquin Outfitters in 1961, now 
owned and operated by their son Richard and his wife 
Susan, as a Wilderness Canoe Trip Outfitter. Wendy and 
Bill were also co-owners of Camp Pathfinder in 
Algonquin Park, Ontario from 1962-75. Wendy, fondly 
known to many as Skinny, loved to travel, visiting 128 
countries throughout her life. An accomplished artist, 
she painted in watercolor and oil mediums, she also 
created copper enameled pieces. Wendy loved the 
outdoors, swimming, canoeing, kayaking, camping, and 
Skiing. Wendy was Known and loved by many in count- 
less ways, she will be dearly missed. 
The family is eternally grateful for the care she was 
given for four years at Seabury Meadows and Cedar at 
Duncaster. 
She is survived by her four children, Katharine W. 
Swift of Denali Park, Alaska, Richard B. Swift (Susan) 
of Huntsville, Ontario, William B. Swift of Algonquin 
Highlands, Ontario, and Susan S. Warner (Jonathan) of 
West Simsbury with whom she made her home. She also 
leaves her grandchildren Jess Swift, Jamie Garland), 
Tanner Swift (Hannah), Katie Warner, Jack Warner, Ben 
Warner, and great-grandchild Riley Garland. As well as 
a sister, Polly Townsend (Perry Pitt), and brother David 
Townsend. 
Besides her parents, she was predeceased by her 
husband William V. Swift. Celebration of her life will 
be held in Rochester in the Spring and Algonquin Park, 
Canada in late Summer. The burial will be in Mount 
Hope Cemetery, Rochester. In lieu of flowers, contribu- 
tions in memory of Wendy may be made to Memorial 
Art Gallery, 500 University Ave., Rochester NY 14607 
https://mag.rochester.edu/join/giving/ or the Friends 
of Algonquin Park, Box 248, Whitney, Ontario Canada 
KOJ 2MO0 https://www.algonquinpark.on.ca/foap/ 
donate/ 
The Carmon Funeral Home & Family Center of Avon is 
caring for the arrangements. To leave condolences, or 
Share a memory or a photo of Wendy, please visit www. 
carmonfuneralhome.com. 
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In Loving Memory Of 
EDWARD & ARLENE REARDON 


12/16/64 11/27/10 1/17/63 -11/7/16 
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IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory Of 
ANTHONY RIZZO 


12/16/1968 - 4/30/1995 


= 


Our dear, brother, it has been 26 years since God took you 
from us. Time does not heal the hurting, we miss you and 
love you more and more each day. May you rest in peace 
with God my brother. Love, your sisters & brother. 


In Loving Memory Of 
JAY MICHAEL ROMANO 


2/15/1986 - 12/16/2012 
All our hearts broke when you passed away. 
Each year, they break all over again. 
We miss your joy. 
The Romano Family 


In Loving Memory Of 
PHILLIP N. TOSTARELLI 
12/16/1987 
You will always be remembered, loved, and forever in our 
hearts. Your loving family. 
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veryone leaves a legacy. 
Celebrate an extraordinary 
life by creating an enduring 
Life Story on Legacy.com 
with biography, photos, 
eulogies, letters and 
cherished mementoes. 


‘For more information, 

visit the obituary section 
on courant.com to share 
memories of loved ones. 








as 


Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Thursday, December 16,2021 1 


Hartford Courant 











COURANT.COM/CONNECTICUT 


CONNECTICUT 











Hartford Hilton wins conversion funds 


Crucial appropriation of $11 million will go toward turning upper floors into apartments 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — A $29 million rescue plan 
aimed at keeping downtown Hartford’s 
financially strapped Hilton hotel open by 
converting upper floors into apartments 
cleared a major hurdle Wednesday when 
$11 million in state taxpayer-backed loans 
were approved for the project. 

The Capital Region Development Author- 
ity’s board of directors approved the loans, 
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which include $5.1 million to cut the number 
of hotel rooms from 393 to 166 in the lower 
half of the 22-story building. The downsized 
hotel would become a DoubleTree, also a 
Hilton brand. 

The board also approved a $5.9 million 
loan to convert the upper floors into 147 
apartments — 60 studios, 82 one-bedrooms 
and 5 two-bedrooms — with 20% reserved 
as “affordable” with tenants meeting certain 
income guidelines. 

“Our hope is that we can reboot this 


PH 
if WH Hii iy) 


if 
Vy 


AANA 


bain) aN { 





building for the long-term,” Michael W. 
Freimuth, CRDA’s executive director, told 
board members before Wednesday’s vote. 
“Tt’s really up against the wall.” 

Freimuth said it would be far more diff- 
cult — and expensive — to allow the hotel 
to close and then try to redevelop it in the 
future. 

The funding backed by CRDA Wednes- 
day must still be released by the State Bond 
Commission. The commission is meeting 
Tuesday, and the funding for the Hilton 


Henry the hero enjoys early Christmas presents at his home in Glastonbury. DOWLING FAMILY PHOTO 


GLASTONBURY DOG 
SAVES BABY’S LIFE 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Glastonbury dog will get a second round of Christ- 
mas presents after he saved the life of his owners’ 
baby daughter. 

“T’m going to have to go shopping again for him 
ecause I already gave him everything out of his 
stocking,” Kelly Dowling said Wednesday of her Boston terrier, 
Henry. 

The outpouring of gratitude followed Dowling’s initial frus- 
tration and even anger toward the 30-pound pooch with the 
“battering ram head.” 

Kelly and Jeff Dowling’s 9-month-old daughter had been 
sick with a cold. At an urgent care visit Sunday, the baby was 








started on antibiotics and a chest X-ray was scheduled for later 
in the week. On Monday night, Kelly said she had put the baby 
down in her crib, but Henry kept pushing the nursery door 
open due to a faulty latch. He would sniff the baby and then 
stand in the doorway, Dowling said, staring at her. 

“T kept shooing him out, kind of angrily,’ she said. “I had just 
gotten her to sleep and she wasn’t feeling well.” 

Typically when Henry was rebuked he would slink away and 
crawl under a bed, but that night he persisted. 

“He finally successfully woke her and she started to cry, but 
her cry was very strange,” Kelly said. “I went in... I was furious 
with the dog, but then noticed she was very rigid and struggling 
to breathe. We tried suctioning her, but she started to turn a 
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Court hears police-trafhic arguments 


Case could force officers to 
follow traffic laws while trying 
to surveil suspected criminals 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The state Supreme Court heard argu- 
ments Wednesday in a case that could 
require police officers to follow traffic laws 
while trying to secretly surveil suspected 
criminals, a change racial justice advocates 
claim could help ease inner city mistrust 
of law enforcement but others believe will 
undermine public safety. 


The case arose from the Hartford Police 
Department’s efforts in 2013 to combat qual- 
ity of life crime created by gangs of people 
tearing around city streets on illegal motor- 
cycles, dirt bikes, mopeds and all-terrain 
vehicles. Acting on a tip from an informant 
that Devonte Daley, then 18, was part of 
such a group and was carrying a gun, plain- 
clothes detective Zachary Kashmanian was 
assigned to tail Daley in an unmarked police 
car. The detective’s car struck Daley’s motor- 
cycle, launching him 90 feet and causing him 
near-fatal injuries, including a permanent 
disability caused by traumatic brain injury. 

Daley sued Kashmanian and the City of 
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Hartford police street crimes unit members 
look on as 31 confiscated, nonstreet-legal 
dirt bikes and ATVs are destroyed in a car 
crusher in 2020. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


project is on the agenda. Once items are 
the agenda, however, approval is virtually 
certain. 

The plan to keep at least some of the hotel 
open is seen as crucial to attracting events to 
such state-owned venues as the XL Center 
and the Connecticut Convention Center, key 
economic drivers that draw visitors to the 
city. 


“Fundamentally, we need a certain 
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55-plus 
facilities 
coming to 
Plainville 


Southington developers 
planning 2 communities 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


A Southington-based developer that 
has built residential complexes in numer- 
ous Connecticut towns is proposing a 
55-and-over community in southern Plain- 
ville and recently broke ground on another 
at the Plainville/Farmington line. 

If Plainville officials approve the plan, 
Newport Realty would build up to 15 town- 
houses across Washington Street from 
Norton Park. 

The company has already torn down a 
vacant house and would clear trees to the 
west to open the property to construction. 
The planning and zoning commission 
expects to conduct a hearing either Jan. 11 
or 25 before deciding whether to authorize 
the project. 

If it gets approval, that would leave 
Newport to construct two projects in 
Plainville in 2022. It already has zoning 
permits to construct Willow Brook Estates, 
a larger 55-and-over community planned 
for northern Plainville. 

Tony Valenti and Mark Lovley, the 
principals in Newport, expect to build 61 
condos at Willow Brook. The detached, 
single-story units will range from 1,444 
to 1,610 square feet; all will have three 
bedrooms and two full baths along with 
a garage. 

The 25-acre property directly straddles 
the town line; 39 units will be in Plain- 
ville, and 22 in Farmington. Prices start at 
$370,000. 

Newport plans to build Willow Brook in 
four phases, with the first two entirely in 
Plainville and the third and fourth in both 
communities. Newport reported that the 
first two phases are projected for mid-year 
occupancy, and have sold out except for 
two units. 
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Lamont to sign 
order to lower 
ereenhouse 
gas emissions 


Electric buses, standards for 
buildings, appliances in plan 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Gov. Ned Lamont will sign an execu- 
tive order Thursday morning intended 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
Connecticut’s executive branch, fund resil- 
iency projects and address the impact of 
climate change on vulnerable populations. 

The executive order establishes a series 
of new goals, such as acommitment that all 
electricity purchased and generated by the 
state’s executive branch be zero-carbon 
by 2030. It also calls for more energy effi- 
cient building codes and for the creation of 
an Office of Climate and Public Health to 
focus on climate change and health equity. 

Katie Dykes, commissioner of Connecti- 
cut’s Department of Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Protection, emphasized 
Wednesday that the executive order isn’ta 
replacement for broader legislative action 
but said it is a step toward achieving the 
state’s emission-reduction targets. 

“To meet the overall targets that we need 
to be meeting to reduce emissions, we will 
need new authority that the legislature has, 
to date, not granted,” Dykes said. “That 
said, we are laser-focused on ensuring that 
we are using the tools that are available to 
us today in a way that’s going to maximize 
emission reductions.” 

In a statement, Lamont said Connecti- 
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Hartford Baking Company 


opens Farmington location 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


FARMINGTON — Hartford Baking 
Company, with locations in West Hart- 
ford and Glastonbury, has opened its 
newest store, at 767 Farmington Ave. 


in Farmington. 


Katherine Kluger — the store’s publi- 
cist and the wife of HBC’s owner, Scott 
Kluger — said the store soft-opened 
and will postpone any official opening 


ceremony for a while. 


“With COVID spiking, we feel a 
bit uncomfortable organizing events 
indoors in this small space,” Kluger 
said. “Maybe in the warmer weather. 


We have a nice patio.” 


The store, nonetheless, is open for 
business, in the Brick Walk location 





where Truffles bakery used to be. The 
store serves the same lineup of baked 
goods as the other two stores. The 
food for all three stores is made from 
scratch every night in HBC’s Bloom- 


field commissary. 


“We are thrilled 


of having a bakery 
Farmington Village 


When Kluger announced his intent 
to open a store in the space, Truffles 


was just closing after 17 years. He noted 
that the area had long had a bakery. 


to be able to continue the tradition 


’ he said. 

“In the ‘80s, early ‘90s, Ann 
Howard had a bakery on Farming- 
ton Avenue right near the corner of 


when Truffles took over.” 

The usual offerings include boules, 
croissants, ciabatta, baguettes, miches, 
rolls, fruit crostata, cookies, scones, 
mufhns, coffee cake, brownies, pret- 


zels, buns, tarts, quiches and sand- 


wiches. 


that we are going 
at this location in 


cake. 


LaSalle that I remember going in. 
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Then she moved to Farmington and 
was there until probably about 2004, 
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Delivery is being offered for the holi- 
days, as long as orders are placed by 
Dec. 19. Special offerings on the holiday 
menu include holiday sprinkle cookie, 
holiday buckle with cranberries and 
ginger, flourless chocolate torte, stol- 
len, a cookie box and cranberry spice 


Hartford Baking Company in Farm- 
ington is open daily 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Susan Dunne can be reached at 
sdunne@courant.com. 













































































The Hartford Hilton hotel, right, on Trumbull Street stands adjacent to the XL Center, lower left. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


Hilton 


from Page 1 


number of hotel rooms in 
Hartford, particularly if 
we are going to be able to 
attract major events to the 
XL Center and the conven- 
tion center,’ said Joanne 
Berger-Sweeney, a CRDA 
board member and presi- 
dent of Trinity College. “We 
are probably just teetering 
on having sufficient hotel 
rooms.” 

A redevelopment also 
would involve city council 
approvals. The city owns 
the property under the hotel 
and has a “payment-in-lieu 
of taxes” agreement that still 
must be renegotiated. 

The Hilton, in the heart 
of downtown at the corner 
of Trumbull and Church 
streets and a block north 
of the XL Center, was 


Emissions 


from Page 1 


cut “continues to see the 
impacts of climate change 
every day in communities 
across our state” and that 
his new executive order 
would help address those 
effects. 

“We need to do every- 
thing we can to ensure 
our working class families 
aren’t suffering the conse- 
quences of inaction both 
with health and with their 
wallets,” the governor 
said. “This executive order 
takes a whole-of-govern- 
ment approach, sending a 
message to our residents 
that climate change is some- 


Traffic 


from Page 1 


Hartford for negligence and 
recklessness, arguing that 
unsafe driving and disre- 
gard of traffic laws was 
responsible for the colli- 
sion. The trial judge issued 
a directed verdict absolving 
Kashmanian on the reck- 
lessness claim and later 
set aside a jury verdict for 
Daley on the negligence 
claim, finding that Kashma- 
nian was entitled to govern- 
ment immunity because he 
was exercising appropriate 
discretion while acting on 
instruction from his police 
superiors. 

The Supreme Court has 
allowed outside groups to 
join the case as friends of 
the court. The groups called 
on the court to prohibit 
police agencies from 
breaking traffic laws while 


struggling even before the 
pandemic and is in urgent 
need of upgrades to keep 
the Hilton name. COVID- 
19 struck a heavy blow, as 
the hotel — dependent on 
business travel and event 
bookings in the city — saw 
its occupancy plummet and 
struggle to hold on. 

Freimuth said about 100 
rooms, just a quarter of the 
Hilton’s total, have been 
actively booked in recent 
months. 

The DoubleTree brand is 
less business-oriented and 
more aimed at leisure travel 
and shorter stays, Freimuth 
said. 

The Hilton’s owner and 
operator, the Waterford 
Group, tried unsuccessfully 
to sell the hotel. The hotel 
has been largely staying 
open with $3.6 million from 
the federal Payroll Protec- 
tion Program. And even 


thing that affects all of us 
and we must work together 
to create the change we 
seek.” 

Lamont’s new executive 
order comes after DEEP 
reported in September 
that Connecticut is not on 
track to meet its goals for 
substantially reducing its 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and that the state needed 
to dramatically curb emis- 
sions in its transportation 
and building sectors. 

Dykes on Wednesday 
touted the executive order’s 
new building and appliance 
standards and its commit- 
ment to an all-electric state- 
wide bus fleet by 2035. 

“These are things we can 
do within existing authority 


secretly surveilling crim- 
inal suspects. They claim 
the practice creates traffic 
mayhem that dispropor- 
tionately endangers people 
and increases mistrust of the 
the police in inner city areas 
where police surveillance is 
common. 

Among the groups filing 
briefs was Black and Brown 
United in Action, which 
contends that the Hartford 
incident is evidence of its 
belief that “the Black and 
Brown communities within 
Connecticut have been 
targeted for and subject to 
lawless attacks by police.” 

When the state’s inter- 
mediate Appellate Court 
heard an initial appeal, it 
reversed the trial court’s 
directed verdict on the 
recklessness claim, finding 
that the trial judge should 
have left the question to the 
jury. The Appellate Court 
upheld the trial court deci- 


though the Hilton’s rooms 
are needed for future event 
bookings, the return of those 
events has been slow as the 
pandemic persists with 
another surge in recent 
weeks. 

A closure, with the hotel 
likely reverting to the city, 
had been expected by the 
end of the year. 

Waterford would retain 
ownership of the Double- 
Tree once renovations are 
complete and also invest in 
the construction of the new 
apartments. 

If the pieces of the plan 
fall into place, the hotel 
could keep operating with 
interim funding as the 
conversions take place, 
likely over the next year. 

Freimuth said the union- 
ized jobs left at the hotel 
— the equivalent of about 
AO full-time jobs — would 
remain. Waterford has said 


that will help get us further 
along the way toward meet- 
ing those greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030,’ she said. 
Along with reducing 
emissions, the new exec- 
utive order will establish a 
Connecticut Community 
Climate Resilience program 
within DEEP to fund adap- 
tation and resiliency proj- 
ects. In addition, Dykes 
said, it will also have “more 
immediate benefits” such as 
promoting climate resilient 
economic development and 
addressing air quality. 
Lamont has drawn crit- 
icism from climate activ- 
ists for not doing enough 
to curb emissions, particu- 
larly after the collapse of the 
Transportation and Climate 


the hotel would continue to 
recognize the union. 

The new apartments 
would be developed by 
Randy Salvatore, founder 
and chief executive of RMS 
Cos. of Stamford, which is 
building the mixed-use proj- 
ect around Dunkin’ Donuts 
Park, the city’s minor league 
ballpark. Waterford also 
would partner in the apart- 
ment conversion, contribut- 
ing funding. 

Salvatore has said he 
agreed to invest in an apart- 
ment conversion at the 
Hilton because it was nearly 
across the street from his 
development around the 
ballpark. The first phase is 
well underway with financ- 
ing now falling into place for 
a second phase. 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can 
be reached at kgosselin@ 
courant.com. 


Initiative, a multistate a 
cap-and-invest program 
that would have reduced 
transportation emis- 
sions while raising tens of 
millions annually for green 
infrastructure. The gover- 
nor said in November that 
he didn’t think TCI had the 
votes to pass and that he 
would no longer push the 
proposal. 

With TCI off the table, 
Lamont has pledged to use 
federal funds for projects 
such as the installation of 
electric vehicle charging 
stations and the electrifica- 
tion of the state’s bus fleet. 


Alex Putterman can be 
reached at aputterman@ 
courant.com. 


sion that Kashmanian was 
entitled to immunity for 
negligence, rejecting an 
argument by Daley’s lawyer, 
Martin McQuillan, that 
the detective had a duty to 
comply with all traffic laws. 
The Appellate Court said 
that it was within Kashma- 
nian’s discretion to decide 
whether to comply with 
traffic laws while engaged 
in surveillance. 

The Appellate Court 
also said Daley’s argument 
“would make effective 
police surveillance impos- 
sible in many instances.” 
Detectives would lose sight 
of speeding suspects, those 
running red lights or driv- 
ing the wrong way down 
one-way streets, the court 
said. 

“Deciding whether the 
need to maintain surveil- 
lance of the person or 
vehicle being surveilled 
outweighs the risk to public 


safety caused by the viola- 
tion of a motor vehicle 
statute requires the sound 
judgment of the police offi- 
cer, and, is, therefore, inher- 
ently discretionary,’ the 
Appellate Court said. 

In their questions 
Wednesday, the justices 
didn’t signal a tilt one way 
or the other, but seemed 
interested in when police 
conduct moves from negli- 
gence to recklessness — 
losing the protection of 
government immunity. 
They focused, too, on the 
details of the collision, in 
particular whether Kashma- 
nian was engaged in pursuit, 
rather than surveillance. To 
engage in a lawful pursuit 
under state law, police offi- 
cers must drive marked 
police cars equipped with 
sirens and lights. 

Kashmanian was part 
of a team of police officers 
working on June 1, 2013, in 





ene and the Dowlings’ older daughter. DOWLING FAMILY 
PHOTO 


Henry 


from Page 1 


little blue” 

So the Dowlings rushed 
to their GMC Yukon with 
the baby and their 4-year- 
old daughter and drove like 
mad to Connecticut Chil- 
dren’s hospital in Hartford, 
the baby screaming the 
entire way and their older 
daughter saying at one point, 
“TI think Daddy’s breaking 
some laws.” 

At the hospital, staff 
cleared the baby’s airways 
and kept a watch on her. She 
is doing much better now, 
Kelly Dowling said. 

Henry has been a guard- 
ian to his two girls. 

“He’s not a fan of chil- 
dren,” Dowling said, “but 
he watches out for the girls. 
He goes where they go. He 


Communities 
from Page 1 


The third phase is sched- 
uled for occupancy in 
mid-2023, and the fourth 
will be available from late 
2023 to early 2024. 

This week, Newport had 
subcontractors doing site 
work on the Willow Brook 
property, which is roughly 
across from Maxine Road on 
the eastern side of Route 177. 
Most of the site is fields and 
woodland, but a 70-year- 
old house stands along the 
frontage on Route 177; asign 
advises that it will soon be 
demolished. 

Newport has not publicly 
released a construction 
schedule or floor plans for 
the proposed 15-unit project 
in southern Plainville. 

In recent years, Valenti 
and Lovley have builta signif- 
icant number of condos, 
apartments complexes and 
small to mid-sized commer- 
cial centers in Southington 
and Berlin. 

They currently are 
constructing the $17 million 
Steele Center mixed-use 
development in the heart of 
Berlin. 

That project is expected to 


watches.” 

“He’s a good boy,” she said. 

Dr. Michele McKee, head 
ofthe emergency department 
at Connecticut Children’s, 
did not treat the Dowlings’ 
daughter, but said children 
are susceptible to many 
viruses other than COVID- 
19 that affect their respiratory 
systems, particularly during 
the colder weather. 

Danger signs that signal 
a need for immediate medi- 
cal attention include a 
struggle to breathe, sinking 
of the chest and a breath- 
ing pattern that prevents 
normal feeding, McKee said. 
Also, infants should be put 
down to sleep on their backs, 
with no pillows, blankets or 
loose items, she said. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 


be 80,000 square feet when 
its done, and will include 
76 market-rate apartments, 
10,000 square feet of medi- 
cal office space and another 
8,600 square feet for restau- 
rants or retailers. It is the 
biggest development in 
Berlin in recent years. 

Newport and Lovley 
Development, a business 
owned by Lovley that shares 
Newport’s address, have 
projects completed or in 
the works in Glastonbury, 
Waterbury, Watertown and 
elsewhere. In Southing- 
ton, Newport recently built 
two 55-and-over residen- 
tial complexes — Muirfield 
Estates and Balmoral — that 
have sold out. 

Numerous develop- 
ers in central Connecticut 
have begun mid-size and 
large residential complexes 
since the pandemic began, 
some designed for young 
professionals and fami- 
lies but several aimed at 
“empty-nesters” and recent 
retirees who want to down- 
size their homes. The 
55places.com real estate 
website lists 62 Connecticut 
55-and-older communities. 


Don Stacom can be reached 
at dstacom@courant.com. 





Along Route 177 at the Farmington-Plainville is fhe site eet 
Willow Brook Estates, a planned 61-unit condo complex for 
residents 55 and older. DON STACOM/HARTFORD COURANT 


an effort to combat what his 
lawyer, William J. Melley, 
called “a plague” of illegal 
off-road vehicle operators. 
The detective was driving 
what police call a “soft car” 
— anunmarked police vehi- 
cle with tinted windows and 
without lights, siren or any 
police insignia — when he 
was notified that an infor- 
mant had reported the 
driver of a yellow motor- 
cycle was carrying a gun. 
Kashmanian was instructed 
to follow the motorcycle 
operator, who turned out to 
be Daley. 

Daley was among a group 
of eight or 10 operators of 
illegal vehicles racing west 
on Asylum Avenue shortly 
after midnight. Kashma- 
nian drove to Asylum just 
as the group careened 
right onto Sumner Street, 
with a 25-mile-per-hour 
speed limit. As Kashmanian 
followed into the turn, his 


car sideswiped one driven 
by another driver. Kashma- 
nian paused, but his superi- 
ors told him to continue to 
follow Daley. He was told 
another officer would stop 
to handle the collision. 

Kashmanian resumed 
driving north on Sumner 
Street at between 40 and 
50 miles per hour when he 
was forced to move into the 
southbound lane to avoid 
two quad vehicles that had 
fishtailed and struck his 
car. Kashmanian contin- 
ued traveling north, closing 
the distance between his 
car and Daley’s motorcycle 
until he struck Daley’s rear 
tire. The collision caused 
Daley to crash into a parked 
car. He “was ejected from 
his motorcycle and landed 
approximately 95 feet down 
Sumner Street, causing him 
significant injuries,” the 
state Appellate Court said 
in its decision. 
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Miss America turns 100 at Mohegan Sun 


By Susan Haigh 


Associated Press 


As Miss America turns 
100, a major question 
remains unanswered: Is she 
still relevant? 

The glitzy competition, 
born from a 1921 Atlan- 
tic City beauty contest just 
a year after women were 
given the right to vote, main- 
tains a complicated pres- 
ence in American culture 
that has undergone multi- 
ple waves of feminism. 

Participation and view- 
ership has dropped since 
its 1960s heyday. When 
the next Miss America is 
crowned Thursday, her 
coronation will only be 
available to stream via 
NBC’s Peacock service, 
shunted from her prime- 
time broadcast throne. The 
competition will be held on 
Thursday at the Mohegan 
Sun casino in Uncasville. 

Faithful Miss America 
organizers and enthusiasts 
contend the annual ritual 
is here to stay and will keep 
changing with the times. 
And even though they may 


not have indeed devised a 
plan for world peace, many 
participants say the orga- 
nization — a large provider 
of scholarship assistance to 
young women — has been 
life-altering, opening doors 
for them professionally and 
personally. Others should 
have the same opportuni- 
ties, they say. 

“T think that people have 
the wrong idea about what 
Miss America is all about 
because it’s not just about 
getting dressed up and 
being prim and proper and 
being perfect on stage,” 
said Miss America 2004 
Ericka Dunlap, who gradu- 
ated from college debt-free, 
founded a public relations 
firm and became a TV 
personality. 

Fans of Miss America 
often cheer on their state’s 
contender like they would 
for a local sports team. Yet 
some have voiced disap- 
pointment about the 
competition’s attempts 
to adapt to contemporary 
mores. 

“It’s in kind of a bind 
because as it tries to prog- 
































eonienders for the title of Miss ence jing up on the 
Boardwalk at Atlantic City, New Jersey, on Sept. 2, 1952. In 

the late 1930s, ’40s and ’50s, minority women were excluded 
from competition by“rule number seven,’ which stated that 
contestants had to be “of good health and of the white race.” AP 


ress, it not only loses its orig- 
inal identity, but becomes 
less entertaining to the 
people who like to watch it,” 
said Margot Mifflin, author 
of “Looking for Miss Amer- 
ica: A Pageant’s 100-Year 
Quest to Define Woman- 
hood.” 

Fans, she said, are split 
over the trajectory of the 
competition — no longer 
a “pageant.” Some want 
it to be about “beauty 


and fitness” while others 
embrace the move toward 
focusing on leadership, 
talent and communication 
skills, she said. 

Meanwhile, the competi- 
tion is still engulfed by calls 
for greater diversity. 

In the late 1930s, 40s and 
50s, “rule number seven,” 
stated contestants had to be 
“of good health and of the 
white race.” 

1968 saw a Miss Black 


America Contest, held to 
revolt against the lack of 
diversity, as well as a protest 
by several hundred women 
organized by the feminist 
group New York Radical 
Women, which called Miss 
America “an image that 
oppresses women in every 
area in which it purports to 
represent us.” 

It wasn’t until 1984 that 
the first Black Miss Amer- 
ica, Vanessa Williams, was 
crowned — and she relin- 
quished her title over anude 
photo scandal, receiving an 
apology from the organiza- 
tion only in 2015. At least 11 
minority women have won 
the title in all. 

Miss America President 
and CEO Shantel Krebs, a 
former South Dakota secre- 
tary of state who does not 
take a salary, contends the 
Miss America organization 
is “committed to diversity, 
equity and inclusion.” 

She said the event has 
been at “the center of social 
issues” over the past 100 
years, noting winners have 
taken on causes includ- 
ing HIV/AIDS awareness 


and the scourge of opioid 
abuse. But Mifflin notes 
the modernization of the 
competition has happened 
“well behind the broader 
culture in terms of women’s 
progress.” 

It wasn’t until 2018 that 
the judging on physical 
appearance was eliminated, 
with the help of Miss Amer- 
ica 1989 Gretchen Carlson. 

Carlson, who stepped 
down as board chair in 
2019, was part of an all-fe- 
male leadership team that 
took over following an email 
scandal in which male lead- 
ers insulted former Miss 
Americas, denigrating their 
appearance, intelligence 
and even their sex lives. 
While some welcomed the 
changes as a way to make 
the event more relevant, 
many state organizations 
rebelled against the new 
leadership team. 

“I say in the book that 
it’s always been in dialogue 
with feminism, but behind 
feminism,” Mifflin said of 
the Miss America competi- 
tion. “So it always seems like 
it’s trying to catch up.” 


Task force will 


tackle online 
market for 
stolen goods 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A new task force that Connecticut offi- 
cials announced Wednesday will work to 
cut the supply and demand for stolen goods 
sold online. 

The effort is a partnership between state 
government, law enforcement and busi- 
nesses and the focus is the growing loss 
of inventory and tax dollars to organized 
criminals who sell hot items on Facebook, 
Amazon and other online platforms. 

The illicit marketplace drains about $170 
million in state sales taxes each year, Attor- 
ney General William Tong said at a press 
conference at a West Hartford CVS phar- 
macy. Tong called on online market plat- 
forms and retailers to work with the task 
force on what he called “anew frontier for 
many of us.” 

Online sales of stolen goods have 
skyrocketed since the beginning of 
the coronavirus pandemic, authorities 
said. CVS executive Tom Moriarty said 
the company’s losses have been in the 
hundreds of millions of dollars. Fueling 
the trend is the ease with which criminals 
sell items online, Moriarty and others said. 

Organized criminal syndicates focus on 
high-value brands and in-demand items 
such as leather goods, over the counter 
medications, health and beauty products, 
designer clothing and power tools, accord- 
ing to areport prepared for the Retail Lead- 
ers Industry Association and the Buy Safe 
America Coalition. 

“In addition to defrauding retailers, 
threatening employees and reducing 
choice and increasing costs to consum- 
ers, many of these organized retail crime 
syndicates use their ill-gotten gains to fund 
other criminal activities like human and 
drug trafficking and even terrorist organi- 
zations,” according to the report by John 
Dunham & Associates. 

Most consumers are unaware they’re 
buying stolen goods, according to the 
report, but state consumer protection 
Commissioner Michelle Seagull said 
people can watch for warning signs. 
Seagull advised people to research online 
markets and beware of deals that seem too 
good to be true and sites that lack return 
policies. 

The problem in Connecticut was under- 
scored, Gov. Ned Lamont noted, by the 
brazen theft of several shopping carts full 
of laundry detergent and other items at an 
Oxford market last month. 

“These are not your grandmother’s 
shoplifters,’” Lamont said. 

Tong said he will work with other states 
that have launched concerted efforts to 
fight organized retail crime. He mentioned 
Illinois, in particular, where Attorney 
General Kwame Raoul announced a part- 
nership between public and private enti- 
ties in September. The task force, Raoul 
said in a news release, is designed to 
foster cooperation among retailers, online 
marketplaces, law enforcement agencies 
and prosecutors. 

The retail crime syndicates operate 
across state lines, coordinating thefts of 
targeted items and using “mules,” includ- 
ing people who are homeless and drug 
addicted, authorities say. 

The National Retail Federation reported 
that a majority of surveyed retailers say 
stores are getting hit more often and that 
thieves have gotten more aggressive and 
violent. The top five cities for organized 
retail crime, in order, were Los Angeles, 
San Francisco/ Oakland, Chicago, New 
York and Miami, the trade association 
reported. Video of blatant thefts from 
California stores, in particular, have been 
widely circulated. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached at 
jleavenworth@courant.com. 
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Hatillo Puerto Rican restaurant is at 245 Silver Lane in East Hartford. SUSAN DUNNE PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT 


Popular Puerto Rican restaurant 
Hatillo opens in East Hartford 


oT 1 Vy | 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


EAST HARTFORD — The city of Hatillo is 
the heart of Puerto Rico’s dairy industry as well 
as the site of an annual masked parade every 
December. A new Puerto Rican restaurant in 
East Hartford named in tribute to the city is 


owned by a Hatillo native. 


Eva Rivera’s origins can be seen in the store’s 
décor. A cow is Hatillo’s logo and little cows 
are scattered throughout the small restaurant, 
along with parade hats and little masks like 
those worn at the parade. One wall of the dining 
room is covered with photographs of Puerto 
Rican landmarks and iconic Puerto Ricans, such as Roberto 
Clemente. The other wall is covered with photos from Hatillo’s 


Festival de las Mascaras. 


A TV above the kitchen shows Spanish-language news, but 
if you ask the cashier, they will turn that off and turn on footage 


from the 2018 Festival de las Mascaras. 


Rivera was the manager at Comerio, a Hartford Puerto Rican 
restaurant. She brought two Comerio chefs with her, Gladys 
Rivera (Eva’s sister) and Cristina Rivera, who is not related to 
the sisters. They make breakfast, lunch and dinner foods all day. 

Abdiel Serrano, Eva Rivera’s nephew, who is a server at the 
restaurant, said the appetizers, which range from $1.50 to $5.50, 
are the most popular items on the menu. Traditional island 
favorites such as alcapurria de masa (pork-stuffed corn fritter), 
relleno de papa (ground beef-stuffed potato ball) and empana- 
dillas in chicken, beef, spicy beef and pizza. 

“People look for them, something quick to grab and eat,” 


Serrano said. 


All the food is made from scratch in-house. Serrano said since 





Chicharones and Pechuga 
Empanada (fried chicken breast) 
are on the menu at Hatillo 
restaurant in East Hartford. 


\ \\ before closing time. 
\\ “We weren’t expecting so many people. But 
now, we know,’ he said. 

Other appetizers are ground beef-stuffed 
plantains, deep-fried cod, fried corn meal with 
cheese and pork-stuffed yuca fritters. 

Daily entrees ($9 to $14) include chichar- 
ones (deep-fried pork chunks); beef stew; fried, 
breaded or chopped steak; fried or breaded 
pork chops; shrimp; snapper; and octopus 
salad. 

The soup options ($6 to $9.50) change daily, 
with offerings including tripe mofongo, ham 
hock stew, shrimp soup and seafood soup. 
Each day has a special ($12) with choices such 
as stewed pork chops with split peas, stewed goat with lima 
beans, chickpeas and veal with Vienna sausage rice, cod salad 


with boiled bananas and chicken stew w($4 to $9); sides such 


as boiled bananas, fried fish, pork kabobs, hog gizzards and 
morcilla sausage ($2.75 to $8); and egg-based breakfasts with 


tortillas on the side ($4.50 to $7). 


Pacheco. 


All food is available for eat-in or takeout. Because the price 
of takeout containers has increased drastically, the restaurant 
charges 50 cents more per dish for takeout food. 

“We thought 50 cents was reasonable. We didn’t want to 
overdo it,” Serrano said. 

Although Hatillo is the newest restaurant in town, it has 
made its mark in the community. It is the restaurant sponsor 
ofateam in the Los Amigos Softball League. “They just opened 
and they’re helping us out,” said the team’s manager, Jonathan 


Hatillo, at 245 Silver Lane in East Hartford, is open Monday 


to Wednesday, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Thursday to Saturday, 7 a.m. to 10 


opening in mid-December, the restaurant has become so popu- 


lar with the locals that a few days, they have run out of food 


p.m.; and Sunday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. facebook.com/HatilloRestaurant. 


Susan Dunne can be reached at sdunne@courant.com. 


Inmate, 51, dies from COVID-19 complications 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Another Connecticut state prison inmate 
has died from complications from COVID- 
19, officials said Wednesday. 

The 51-year-old male inmate had been 
receiving treatment at an outside hospital 
since Nov. 19 and died on Monday, accord- 
ing to the Department of Correction. The 
inmate was previously incarcerated at the 
MacDougall-Walker Correctional Institu- 
tion, where he received treatment at the 
facility’s medical isolation unit. 

The inmate, whose name was not 


released, “suffered from significant underly- 
ing health issues,” department officials said. 
His vaccination status was not specified. 
According to department data, 138 
inmates were symptomatic with the virus 
as of Dec. 14, a modest increase from the 104 
symptomatic inmates as of Nov. 23. 
Twenty-two inmates have died from 
COVID-19 related complications, as of Dec. 
10. Four inmates are receiving treatment in 
outside hospitals while 131 are recovering in 
the MacDougall-Walker infirmary. 
Vaccinations have plateaued among 
incarcerated people, with just over 5,000 
inmates receiving at least one dose of the 


vaccine — the same number as in previous 
weeks. 

The 51-year-old inmate, whose first 
involvement with the correctional system 
came in 1989, was serving a 10-year sentence 
for first-degree assault, officials said. His 
maximum release date was Dec. 16, 2026. 

In a statement Wednesday, Department 
of Correction Commissioner Angel Quiros 
urged those who are eligible to get the 
vaccine with the colder weather approach- 
ing. 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached at 
smcavoy@courant.com. 
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Goto mrsparklecarwash.com 


Download 
Couponsonline jeg 
3 OFF 


Super Wash 
Hot Wax & Shine Wash 


$2 OFF 


Express Wash 
Protector Wash 















- Ariens Snow Blowers 
- Batteries & Flashlights 


¢ Cold Weather Workwear 
¢ Extension Cords - Propane & Tanks 


- Fuel Cans & Kerosene + Pumps (Gas & Electric) 


EE VASE EVER . Generators, Portable & Standby | * Roof Deicing Cables 


 « Roof Rakes 
easy Uae * ce Melt & Rock Salt - Salt & Sand Spreaders 


At ALL YOUR POWER NEEDS! Pye qusuel Mae SMS 3 + Simplicity Snow Blowers 
mes yee Snow Shovels & Ice Choppers 
Tarps & Much More! 


Portable Heaters 
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THURSDAYS IN 









1950’S & BEFORE 
Ladies’ Vintage 
& Antique 


¢ Costume Jewelry 

¢ Full Length Mink Coats 
¢ Dressy Cocktail Attire 

¢ Rhinestones & Pearls 

¢ Flapper, Victorian 

¢ Designer Labels 

¢ Evening Purses 

¢ Hats, Shoes & Gloves 
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Rte. 322 - Southington | (860) 628-4768 | www.SUPERIORNETWORK.com EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

















RISK OF PREDIABETES: 


1 IN 3 ADULTS 


LIFE DOESN'T ALWAYS GIVE YOU TIME TO 
or VC] | elt cere) "| 





Rent Relief for Landlords 


If you are a Landlord and haven't gotten paid due to Covid 
and want to get reimbursed by the State of Connecticut, 
Contact us today!! We know the process and will help you RISK OF SHARK ATTACK: 


get the funds you need to pay mortgages and bills! hl . 
D&M RE Consulants ee 


FRIDAYS IN TAKE THE RISK TEST TODAY AT 


860-759-0742 g THOME To) Lalo) ol ¢-To [fo] of) (fel fe 





PREDIABETES DOES. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


Notice of Public Sale INVINE 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS %S 


SOUTH FIRE DISTRICT . . AMERICAN MEDICAL ne 

ESTATE OF Alma E. Brown, Late of Ivoryton of the City of Middletown ee ee seca 
(21-0762) (860) 347-6661 containing household and other goods eee 

will be sold for cash by CubeSmart at 
The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the BEGSENONICE 99 Research Parkway. Old Saybrook, CT 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 06475 to satisfy a lien on December 
Probate Court, by decree dated December Hall = a ae the oe 28th, 2021 at approx. 12:00 p.m. at 
13, 2021, ordered that all claims must be ee ae "3y aaines i pee ven www.storagetreasures.com: 
presented to the fiduciary at the address : : William Dimas - Unit 341 


: that those individuals residing within : 
below. Failure to promptly present any the geographical confines of Hien South Thomas Bush - Unit 807 


such claim may result in the loss of rights Fire District who wish to be considered David Baranowski - Unit 347 
to recover on such claim. candidates for the elected position of Chadwick Natzdorff - Unit 516 
Commissioner must submit their names Antonio Laboy — Unit 2260 

Marge B. Calltharp, Clerk in writing by registered, certified or hand- Pamela Christensen - Unit 5051 

oo delivered letter, postmarked or delivered ict] i_ Uni 

The fiduciary is: on or before 4:00 p.m. on January 10, ve ee 

William E. Brown 2022 and addressed to: /14, 16/ 

c/o PETER HUNT CHARBONNIER, PETER 

H CHARBONNIER, ESQ., LLC, 97 MAIN ST, 

CHESTER, CT 06412 Chief James Trzaski NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

12/16/2021 7106246 


“Guarante 
ed to make you the smartest 
Person in the room!” 
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THINGS 


YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW 


South Fire District ESTATE OF JOHN LAWRENCE FORNERIS, 
Late of Portland, AKA JOHN L. FORNERIS 
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 445 Randolph Road (21-00363) 
Town of Old Saybrook 
Zoning Board of Appeals Middletown, CT 06457 The Hon. Jennifer L. Berkenstock, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of Region 
Pursuant to the provisions of Public Act Except as otherwise provided in said # 14 Probate Court, by decree dated 
75-86, effective May 8, 1975, notice is By-Laws, failure to so notify the South December 9, 2021, ordered that all claims 
hereby given that the Zoning Board of Fire District shall preclude an individual's must be presented to the fiduciary at the 
Appeals has rendered a decision on the name from being considered for election address below. Failure to promptly pres- 
following appeal heard at their Regular to the position of Commissioner at the ent any such claim may result in the loss 
Meeting held on December 8, 2021. election to be held on February 7, 2022. of rights to recover on such claim. 
This decision has been filed in the office 
of the Town Clerk, Old Saybrook Town Deborah Kleckowski, Chairwoman 
Hall. Board of Fire Commissioners 


“ 


{ 

*“ ABOUT NEARLY 
South Fire District of the City of The fiduciary is: a} 9 

21/22-10 Alfredo & Sandra Botet Middletown - 

seek a variance of Par 10.7.1 & 10.7.2 12/14/21 and 12/16/21 7102209 Hilda Marie Forneris, 143 High Street 


Suzanne B. Emond, Clerk 


INE LAMIAR AINV IT LNOAY Sep rath’ 2 <> ~~ 


(non-conformity enlargement/change); 
Par 24.5.1 as amended by Par 68.1.2 
(narrow street setback/ required 30’ to 
Beechwood/6’5” to steps and 10’1” to 
building proposed); Par 24.5.1/street 
line setback/required 25’ to Neptune/ 
19’2” proposed; Par 24.5.3 (other line 
setback/15’ required/8’8” proposed); 
and Par 24.6.2 (structure coverage/20% 


allowed/26.9% proposed) of the Zoning C h a e n g e€ 
Regulations to permit the construction of Le) urse if WI ida 


a 676.4 s.f. second story addition and 
conversion of a 288 s.f. carport to an 
attached garage at 24 Beachwood Road, U (@) U 
Map 4/Lot 207, Residence A District, : ' 
Coastal Area Management Zone. 
GRANTED " EVERY DAY IN 

SS = os 
Located at Old Saybrook, Connecticut - ‘ 
this 16th day of December, 2021 “Me oN iVi 
Old Saybrook Zoning Board of Appeals 

. . 
The folks who brought us Reddi-wip 


Charles Gadon, Chairman 
12/16/21 7104449 

alle) el-xe Moik-tolinmatele Mel selial-lm elke ISelttt 
in the 1960s: Reddi-Bacon. 


Portland, CT 06480 
12/16/21 7103912 
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10 Things You Might Not 

Know About Nearly Everything 
contains a plethora of tidbits and trivia 
that will appeal to everyone, from 

history buffs to sports fans to foodies. 
From lighthearted topics such as 
misspellings and extreme eating, to 
serious subjects such as WWII and 
prison, this book leaves readers 
brighter and wittier than ever before. 


FACT #84: A cardigan worn by a man is sometimes called a mandigan. 


id =a \Vo(=1¢-Yous(ola me We MUM inlole-M (ital-M Com ilare Mlalcolanir-\tcelabe-lare M-10] 0) ele) amcete(=1at-1eie FACT #178 = Genuphobia is the fear of knees. 
FACT #238: Actress Marilyn Monroe colored her hair using a shade 
If you’re noticing changes, it could be Alzheimer’s. of blond called dirly pillow slip. 


Talk about visiting a doctor together. 
ALZ.org/TimeToTalk SHOP NOW at 

'T RI BU N E | tribpub.com/10things 
ad Sener 2Q5 sade or call (866) 545-3534 


association 
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Sounding alarm on poor sleep 


Growing evidence indicates that disrupted or insufficient shut-eye can impact physical and mental health 


By Jane E. Brody 
The New York Times 


Sleep — both its quantity and 
quality — is one of the most 
frequently discussed health 
topics. How often have you told a 
friend or relative, “I’m exhausted, 
I was up half the night”? 

Surveys have found that more 
than one-third of American 
adults are unable to consistently 
get a good night’s sleep, with 
millions having trouble falling 
asleep or staying asleep. And the 
pandemic seems to have only 
made things worse, even for those 
who were previously “good” 
sleepers. 

Remote work gave many 
people more hours in the day for 
personal use, but at the same time 
turned the workday into a 24/7 
endeavor, with emails, texts and 
Zoom calls occurring at odd and 
often unpredictable times. 

Working parents who lacked 
child care options or had to 
help young children with online 
schoolwork during the day may 
have resorted to late-night or 
early morning hours to get their 
own work done. They essentially 
became shift workers with erratic 
sleep schedules. Others lost sleep 
pondering whether their jobs 
were worth the stress and how 
they might reshape their working 
lives going forward. 

And for many, the death ofa 
loved one from COVID-19 has 
resulted in long-lasting difficulty 
falling asleep and staying asleep 
long enough to feel rested. A 
study from 2019 by researchers at 
Northwestern Medicine and Rice 
University found that grieving 
spouses who reported sleeping 
poorly had high levels of chronic, 
bodywide inflammation, which 
can increase their susceptibility 
to heart disease and cancer. 

Persistent fatigue may be the 
main complaint of sleep-deprived 
people. But beneath the surface, 
growing evidence indicates that 
disrupted or insufficient sleep 
can have widespread damaging 
impacts on their physical and 
mental health. Sleep deprivation 
increases the risk of developing 
heart disease, high blood pres- 
sure, stroke and Type 2 diabetes. It 
muddies clear thinking, depletes 
energy, increases irritability and 
dampens one’s sex drive. 

Even those who sleep soundly 
but for fewer than the recom- 
mended seven or eight hours a 
night may not be as medically 
well off with short sleep cycles as 
they think. 

For example, a study suggests 
that middle-aged people who are 
chronically short on shut-eye face 
an increased risk of developing 
dementia in their later years. The 
study, published last spring in the 
journal Nature Communications, 
followed nearly 8,000 50-year- 
olds in Britain for about 25 years. 
Compared with those who aver- 
aged seven hours of sleep a night, 
the study participants who slept 
six hours or fewer on weeknights 
were 30% more likely to be diag- 
nosed with dementia nearly three 
decades later. 

Those who sleep significantly 
more than seven hours a night, 
however, are not necessar- 
ily spared sleep-related health 
risks. For optimal health, there 
seems to be a sweet spot of six 
to eight hours of nightly sleep. 

A six-year study of more than 

1 million adults ages 30 to 102 

by researchers at the Univer- 

sity of California, San Diego, and 
the American Cancer Society 
revealed a U-shaped curve, with 
the highest mortality rates among 





those who slept more than eight 
hours or less than four hours a 
night. 

In a Nurses’ Health Study 
that followed 71,617 women for 
a decade, those who slept eight 
hours a night had the lowest risk 
of developing heart disease. But 
in another study that followed 
84,794 nurses for up to 24 years, 
those who slept nine or more 
hours a night were twice as likely 
to develop Parkinson’s disease as 
those who averaged six hours or 
less. 

Still, many more people, both 
lay and professional, worry 
more about too little sleep than 
an excess of shut-eye, and with 
good reason. Sleep-deprived 
people have more accidents and 
are more likely to fall asleep at 
inappropriate times, such as at a 
play or concert or, most seriously, 


while driving. 

Drowsy driving slows reac- 
tion time as much as drunken 
driving does. According to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, fatigue results in 
100,000 auto crashes and 1,550 
automotive deaths a year in the 
United States. Several automak- 
ers now offer drowsiness-detec- 
tion systems that monitor a car’s 
movements. 

Although you might expect 
the opposite, several studies have 
shown that short sleepers tend 
to weigh more than those who 
sleep for longer periods, even 
though people expend more 
calories while awake than asleep. 
A study of 990 working adults 
in rural Iowa found that the less 
sleep they got on weeknights, 
the higher their body mass index 
tended to be. A Canadian study of 


RACHEL LEVIT RUIZ/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


240 children ages 8 to 17 showed 
that it was not helpful to try to 
make up for short weeknights 
by sleeping longer on the week- 
end. Fluctuating hours of sleep 
can impact appetite-regulating 
hormones in ways that prompt 
people to eat when they’re not 
hungry and eat past the point of 
satiation. The Wisconsin Sleep 
Cohort Study found that short 
sleepers had low levels of the 
appetite-suppressing hormone 
leptin, and higher levels of the 
hormone ghrelin, which signals 
people to eat more. 
Furthermore, an attempt to 
make up for lost sleep on the 
weekend has been associated 
with eating in the absence of 
hunger or in response to fatigue, 
as well as being unduly tempted 
by the sight or smell of food. 
Experts offer a variety of tips 


for getting a better night’s sleep. 
@ Avoid all sources of caffeine in 
the late afternoon and evening, as 
well as a big heavy meal close to 
bedtime. 

™@ Practice good sleep hygiene. 
Go to bed and get up at about the 
same time each day. 

H# Do not use alcohol to help 

you unwind. Try a warm bath or 
meditation. 

@ Reading before bed is great, as 
long as it’s not on a computer or 
tablet that emits sleep-inhibiting 
light. 

@ If outside light impedes sleep, 
install light-blocking shades or 
curtains or use a sleep mask. If 
noise is a problem, use earplugs 
or a white-noise machine. 

@ Consider cognitive behavioral 
therapy, which challenges under- 
lying thoughts or behaviors that 
may be keeping you up at night. 


CDC report finds autism diagnosed in 1 in 44 kids, a jump from last estimate 


HealthDay News 


Autism may be more prevalent 
among American children than 
believed, anew U.S. government 
study shows. 

One in 44 children at age 8 
in the United States have been 
diagnosed with the develop- 
mental disorder, a jump from the 
previous estimate of 1 in 54 chil- 
dren, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention report 
found. 

But a second study offered 
more heartening news: After 
looking at 4-year-old chil- 
dren in the same 11 communi- 
ties analyzed in the first report, 
researchers found there was 
progress in the early identifi- 
cation of children with autism. 
These children were 50% more 


likely to receive an autism diag- 
nosis or special education classifi- 
cation by age 4 when compared to 
the 8-year-olds. 

“The substantial progress in 
early identification is good news 
because the earlier that children 
are identified with autism, the 
sooner they can be connected to 
services and support,” said Dr. 
Karen Remley, director of the 
CDC’s National Center on Birth 
Defects and Developmental 
Disabilities. 

“Accessing these services at 
younger ages can help children 
do better in school and have a 
better quality of life,” Remley said 
in anews release. 

Still, why autism rates have 
climbed in recent years remains a 
mystery, one expert said. 

“The findings from these 2 new 


reports of (autism) prevalence 
— with varying results across 
different geographic settings 
and sociodemographic groups — 
reflect the many challenges that 
researchers and public health off- 
cials have in trying to determine 
the true prevalence of (autism),” 
said Dr. Andrew Adesman, chief 
of developmental and behavioral 
pediatrics at Cohen Children’s 
Medical Center in New York. 

The new rate was based on 
2018 data from 11 communities in 
the Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities Monitoring network. 
Autism rates in those communi- 
ties ranged from 1 in 60 (1.7%) in 
Missouri to 1 in 26 (3.9%) in Cali- 
fornia. 

The reports were published 
Dec. 2 in the CDC’s Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report. 
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CELEBRITIES 


Cruz honored for her cinema career 


From news services 


During a tribute to her 
career at the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York 
(MoMA), actor Penelope 
Cruz recalled the Beta- 
max videotape store that 
opened in her neigh- 
borhood, in a suburb of 
Madrid, when she was a 
child and that made her 
discover cinema. 

It was there where she 
rented all the films of 
Spanish movie director 
Pedro Almodovar, she said. 

“I watched, and I 
laughed, I cried, and I 
learned,” she said at a star- 
studded benefit Tuesday 
at the museum. “I would 
not be here tonight, being 
honored by MoMA, if I 
had not had the privilege 
of working with bril- 
liant directors who have 
inspired me, taught me, 
helped me grow as an artist 
and as a person. I want to 
thank them all tonight, and 
specially my Pedro.” 

The recognition comes 
a decade after the museum 
paid the same tribute 
to Almodovar, who has 
worked with Cruz in seven 
films. The latest movie 
by the director, “Parallel 
Mothers,” starring Cruz, 
opens in the United States 
on Dec. 24. 

An exciting moment of 
the night was when Almo- 
dovar sent a video message 
to Cruz, congratulating her 
on the recognition. 

He recalled in the video 
a dialogue with the actor 
that they had when they 
promoted “All About My 
Mother” (1999). 

“You told me that when 
I get old you will take care 
of me. I’m not that old yet, 
but I hope you keep your 
word,” he said, provok- 
ing laughter in the audi- 
ence. “When I am an old 
man, I hope you come 
and become, in this case, 
my mother. It would bea 
reflection of all the moth- 
ers that you have been for 
me throughout these seven 
films.” 

Among those paying 





Actor Penelope Cruz attends the MoMA Film Benefit on 
Tuesday in New York. EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION 


tribute to the Spanish actor 
at the annual film bene- 

fit were Anne Hathaway, 
Diane Kruger and Rebecca 
Hall. Puerto Rican singer 
Ricky Martin, Spanish 
singer Rosalia and fashion 
designer Zac Posen also 
didn’t miss the event. 

Cruz joins a group of 
previous MoMA honor- 
ees that includes Martin 
Scorsese, Tom Hanks, Juli- 
anne Moore, Cate Blanch- 
ett, Quentin Tarantino and 
George Clooney. 


Shakira to lead dance 
competition series: 
Shakira is taking the social 
media dance craze toa 
whole new level. Part- 
nering with NBC, the star 
is heading anew dance 
challenge series, “Dancing 
With Myself,’ inspired by 
Shakira’s own passion for 
dance. 

Every week anew group 
of dancers of all ages will 
compete in a series of 
dance challenges that are 
designed and demon- 


strated by the show’s 
celebrity creators, includ- 
ing Shakira. 

Shakira and her panel of 
judges provide feedback 
and encouragement, leav- 
ing the audience with the 
decision of who wins Best 
Dancer of the Night to take 
home the cash prize. 

“T’m excited to be a part 
of a dance competition that 
places such a high value 
on creative movement 
and how it translates into 
personal expression, not to 
mention how it contributes 
to a sense of community,” 
Shakira said of the show 
slated to debut next year. 


Dec. 16 birthdays: Actor 
Joyce Bulifant is 84. Jour- 
nalist Lesley Stahl is 80. 
Musician Billy Gibbons is 
72. Actor Benjamin Bratt is 
58. Comedian JB Smoove 
is 56. Singer Michael 
McCary is 50. Actor Krys- 
ten Ritter is 40. Actor Theo 
James is 37, Actor Amanda 
Setton is 36. Actor Anna 
Popplewell is 33. 


Shatner marvels at Blue Origin 


flight frenzy in Amazon special 


By Lynn Elber 


Associated Press 


William Shatner’s dura- 
ble role as an avatar of 
space’s promise drew a 
frenzy of attention when 
fiction became fact with 
his rocket ride. 

The “Star Trek” actor 
says he was as surprised 
by it as he was gratified by 
the 10-minute, suborbital 
jaunt made possible by 
billionaire Jeff Bezos. The 
experience is the subject 
of “Shatner in Space,’ an 
hourlong special now 
streaming on Amazon 
Prime Video. 

It details the October 
flight that made Shatner, 
90, the oldest person to 
reach space and explores 
what the streaming service 
called the “growing friend- 
ship” between Shatner 
and Bezos. The Amazon 
empire founder credits 
“Star Trek” with igniting 
his interest in space travel. 

Shatner, whose decades- 
long career includes “The 
Defenders,” “T.J. Hooker” 
and “Boston Legal” along 
with the original “Star 
Trek” series and films, 
wanted to be part of Bezos’ 
Blue Origin launch in July, 
its first with passengers. 
Shatner saw joining trip 
No. 2 akin to being named 
vice president when the 
Oval Office was the dream. 

This interview with 
Shatner has been edited 
for clarity and length. 


Q: The zest for adven- 
ture can ebb with the 
years, but it hasn’t with 
you. How do you explain 
it? 

A: Well, I’ve been doing 
a lot of foolish things, 
according to my wife, in 
the last many years. I’m 
probably an adrenaline 
junkie. A couple of years 
ago, I drove a motorcycle 
across the country, and I 
recently went down 60 feet 
underwater and visited 
with four tiger sharks. 

... But I didn’t feel the 
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William Shatner aboard Blue Origin’s New Shepard rocket 
after launching near Van Horn, Texas, on Oct. 13. AMAZON 


necessity of going up into 
space. Why doI want to 
put myself in that position? 
It’s uncomfortable. ... 
Then I thought a little 
further about it, the idea 
of weightlessness and 
going into space and just 
the feeling, and (decided) 
“T’ll do it.” When it caught 
people’s imagination I was 
absolutely shocked. I was 
as shocked about that as I 
was about the flight itself. 


Q: But you’re Captain 
Kirk. 

A: I know. But that’s 55 
years ago. There have been 
other things since then. 
The acquisition of knowl- 
edge was shocking, its 
popularity was shocking. 
Everything about it was 
extraordinary. 


Q: You had an 
emotional conversation 
with Jeff Bezos imme- 
diately after the flight. 
What touched you so 
deeply? 

A: limmersed myself 
in the last 50 years in 
the connectivity of the 
Earth and how connected 
everything is. Everything is 
beautiful on Earth, and we 
have destroyed millions of 
(living) things. And then I 
saw the Earth giving life, 
and I felt such sadness. I 
saw how finite the Earth is. 
And you and me are little 
dots, not as large as ants. 
We are insignificant on 


this insignificant planet. 
And yet we are aware, 
we are observers of that 
insignificance. And that’s 
significant. 


Q: Are you optimistic 
about the future? 

A: Linterviewed Bezos 
several times while shoot- 
ing this documentary, and 
I’m hopeful that some of 
that will be in there. The 
last line he told me, which 
is what reverberates in my 
head, is, “You have to hope. 
Without hope, what is 
there?” So he’s busy trying 
to get industry up into 
space, up into geocentric 
orbit, which we have the 
technology to do. 


Q: Many decades 
have passed since “Star 
Trek,’ but people still see 
Captain Kirk as part of 
your public persona. Is 
that something you wish 
for or not? 

A: Somebody once said, 
“You get the career you 
deserve.” And to change 
those words, you get the 
life you deserve. You made 
a decision based on what 
you knew at the time. You 
liked the guy, you didn’t 
like the guy; you wanted to 
live in the city. Whatever 
the instances were that you 
turned left instead of right. 
You can’t regret having 
made a decision because 
it was based on your need, 
whatever it was. 










ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Sister-in-law’s annual gift cards don’t cut it 


Dear Amy: Every year, my 
husband receives a text 
message from his sister 
asking what our two chil- 
dren would like for Christ- 
mas. 

She does not acknowl- 
edge our children’s birth- 
days or any other special 
milestone that would 
warrant acall,acardora 
gift; but at Christmas, she 
always sends gift cards. 

My children and I 
appreciate the sentiment, 
but as she doesn’t really 
know our family or express 
any interest, I find these 
gifts as just “something to 
send.” 

I would like to suggest 
that she not send anything, 
as there isn’t a connec- 
tion between us, and her 
gifts do not have any other 
meaning than “a gift card 
from your Auntie.” 

Should I graciously 
say thank you every year, 
or should I/my husband 
approach her to say — 
don’t bother? 

— Reluctant Gift Receiver 


Dear Reluctant: Your 
sister-in-law asks what 
your children would like 
for Christmas, and then 
sends gift cards. Actually 
answering her question 
(“Mariah is really into 
music, and I know she 
would love aukulele”), 
might help to promote 
some connection between 
these family members. 

Granted, her efforts are 
not enough for you and 
yes, this is obviously disap- 
pointing, but you are look- 
ing this gift horse in the 
mouth and saying, “Well, 
nice try, but your measly 
efforts once a year are just 
not good enough.” 

Do you and the kids 
remember your sister-in- 
law’s special days? Do you 
send along photos of the 


children when you deliver 
your annual thank-yous? 

Your children deserve to 
have wonderful relation- 
ships with all of the adults 
in their lives. 

My overall point is that 
there is a valuable gift 
hidden within this disap- 
pointing scenario: Authen- 
tic graciousness means 
figuring out how to feel and 
express actual gratitude, 
even toward those people 
who disappoint you. 


Dear Amy: COVID-19 
ruined my best friend’s 
wedding plans, forcing 
them to postpone their 
ceremony twice and ulti- 
mately limiting it to just 
immediate family. 

However, they decided 
to have a big “re-wedding.” 
Many months ago, the 
bride asked me to attend as 
her maid of honor. 

I accepted at once, 
assuming that the 
pandemic would be well 
over by the time the event 
rolled around. 

I was wrong. 

I have a very young 
child who is too young 
to be vaccinated, and the 
travel required to get to the 
wedding would put me on 
different planes for hours. 

After watching COVID- 
19 spike and wane and 
spike again, I realized that 
my own risk tolerance was 
lower than I thought. With 
a young, unprotected child 
at home and no family or 
friends around to help if I 
brought COVID-19 home, 
I called my friend and told 
her I could not come to the 
wedding. 

I explained my 
reasons and expressed 
my profound guilt and 
sadness. Ever since then, 
things between us have felt 
understandably tense. 

I want to get on the 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 19): 
The pace picks up today. 
Take the morning at a 
steady pace, tending to any 
tasks in aresponsible but 
not hurried fashion, then 
give yourself permission 

to be a bit freer in the latter 
half of the day, buzzing 
about and touching base. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20):The pace picks up 
today. Take the morning at 
a steady pace, tending to 
any tasks in aresponsible 
but not hurried fashion, 
then give yourself permis- 
sion to be a bit freer in 

the latter half of the day, 
buzzing about and touch- 
ing base with friends as 
you see fit. Lean into some 
sociable fun! 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Things may feel rather 
fantastical this morning! 
You'll likely feel this surge 
of energy almost like clock- 
work, so remember that 
its okay to take things easy 
early on before switching 
gears and focusing. Your 
partner will be begging for 
attention in the evening. 


Cancer (June 21-July 

22): Just after noon, put 
the focus on self-care 

and nurturing. Don’t do 
anything you don’t want 
to, even if people bombard 
you with invitations. 
Instead, allow yourself 
an early night in, perhaps 
with some yoga or other 
gentle workout routine to 
help shake off any stress 
from the day. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Dec. 16, 1653, Oliver 
Cromwell became Lord 
Protector of England, Scot- 
land and Ireland. 


In 1773, the Boston Tea 
Party took place as Amer- 
ican colonists boarded a 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Be 
prepared to transition 
between different speeds 
as the day progresses. The 
morning helps you start 
things off efficiently, 

but by the afternoon it 
might be more difficult to 
focus. The evening should 
provide opportunities to 
enjoy yourself, so try to 
keep it together. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Youw’re being asked to 
perform at your best today, 
but that doesn’t mean you 
have to put on an intense 
show. The calming Moon 
ending a phase that could 
have given you better 
ideas. You can put this 
knowledge to use when 
she moves into your career 
sector in the afternoon. 
Don’t be afraid! 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Intense energy fills this 
morning, so don’t be 
shocked if things feel a 
bit heavy first thing. This 
won’t last forever, as your 
inspiration in the after- 
noon makes the world 
feel much more open. Try 
and get out for a bit this 
evening. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
No matter how gently 
today starts off, that trend 
probably won’t continue as 
time passes. The tempera- 
ture is likely going to rise 
steadily. You don’t have 

to commit to feel this 
energy coming your way. 
Mundane matters this 
evening. Work might 
come calling when you 
least expect it. 


British ship and dumped 
more than 300 chests of 
tea into Boston Harbor to 
protest tea taxes. 


In1944, the World War II 
Battle of the Bulge began 
as German forces launched 
a surprise attack against 
Allied forces through 

the Ardennes Forest in 
Belgium and Luxembourg. 


In1950, President Harry 
S. Truman proclaimed a 


phone and somehow clear 

the air. How can I havea 

productive conversation? 
— Self-Assured but Guilty 


Dear Self-Assured: View 
any photos (if possible) on 
social media, and anchor 
yourself to the realiza- 
tion that you are not at 
the center of your friend’s 
wedding celebration. 

Youw’re disappointed. 
She’s disappointed. As 
adults and best friends, 
your relationship should 
be able to absorb and 
recover from disappoint- 
ment. 

Call her — don’t text — 
and if she doesn’t pick up, 
leave a message: “Your 
celebration looked so 
beautiful. I’m so incredibly 
sorry I couldn’t be there. 
Call back when you get a 
chance — I’m dying to hear 
about it.” 

If she expresses her 
disappointment, listen, and 
respond with a (nondefen- 
sive) apology. 


Dear Amy: I am fine 
addressing someone what- 
ever gender-identification 
they prefer. What I object 
to is the use of “they” as a 
singular pronoun. 

If people don’t wish to 
be identified as male or 
female, anew word needs 
to be added. 

I’d suggest “ye.” 

— Faithful Reader 


Dear Faithful: Several 
readers have mentioned 
frustration using “they/ 
them” as asingular 
pronoun.“Ye” works for 
me. It’s got that classic 


“olde tyme” feel. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Productive possibili- 
ties shine bright this morn- 
ing, making it wise to start 
your own morning with 
things like waking up early 
and having a healthy break- 
fast before diving into any 
current tasks. You can look 
forward to a wonderful 
evening for linking up with 
close friends! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Do as you please this 
morning. Don’t force your- 
self to do anything you 
don’t thoroughly enjoy. 
You only have a few hours 
before your work and 
routine, which you could 
notice as quite asudden 
change in energy. This 
energy will follow you well 
into the evening as you 
work on any tasks. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Take your time and 
move at your own pace. 
Consider tending to any 
chores around the house 
or giving your mom a call 
if you haven’t recently. In 
the second half of the day 
you'll be able to indulge 
and leave work for another 
time. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): Your phone might be 
blowing up even before 
your alarm goes off this 
morning! Busy energies 
buzz through the dawn air. 
Fortunately, you shouldn’t 
have to juggle any calls for 
too long. The rest of the 
day will likely allow you 
the chance to tend to some 
household matters, so 
don’t feel guilty. 


national state of emer- 
gency in order to fight 
“world conquest by 
Communist imperialism.” 


In1991, the U.N. General 
Assembly rescinded its 
1975 resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. 


In 2000, President-elect 
George W. Bush selected 
Colin Powell to become 
the first African American 
secretary of state. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com See 


Scan QR code to play online. 




















SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: | 1 |] 2 || 3 | Wordsearch: moving on 240 
Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
NAS by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
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©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC . <a 
All Rights Reserved. ace Wow! Traffic __— 
is reallybad #2 


for a Monday. 77> 
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


THE DRIVER, WITH THE BAV 
COLD, WASN'T HAPPY WITH 
Ae 





to form the surprise answer, as 


“LPL Lm] | | 
A4 42 Z suggested by the above cartoon. 
rt I ey tf Answer 62666660666 

aan 62 ‘catan ae ae 


; Jumbles: SHOVE GOING TICKET AVENUE 
phpated Bycaequeline ©. armen BOTS S|U/P/E|RIN|O|V A Answer: The driver, with the bad cold, wasn’t happy 
with all the — CONGESTION 


e Now arrange the circled letters 
IN 











ACROSS 35 “The New Adventures of __ ARROW WORDS 
1 __ Voight; “Chicago P.D.” role Christine” 
5 Mr. Rather 36 __, stock and barrel 


8 Actor __ Jannings; first person to 37 Bewildered Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 


receive an Oscar 38 Medicine cabinet bottle the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 

9 Series for Linda Lavin 40 Hayworth and Moreno al 
a oer ae] V fone] V Jonna WV Praue V face = 
14 Goofs 43 “Please Don’t __ the Daisies” 

15 Firstborn of Judy Garland’s 44 TV rooms, often 9 
children 
16 “__ You There, Chelsea?” DOWN 
18 Ted Danson series 1 Fraus’ husbands 5 
19 “__ the Explorer” 2 Reality talent show a esecain i _ 
20 One of John-Boy Walton’s 3 Long and Peeples actor errantly 
sisters 4 HlJ followers 
21 Singer Vikki 5 Actor Tony __ 7 _— 
23 Became ashen-faced 6 “M*A*S*H” actor bird of | 
24 “Its __, Mad, Mad, Mad World”; 7 Word with wit or pick poetry 
Spencer Tracy movie 10 Actor on “Nashville” - 
25 “Chicago __” 11 Spine-chilling Bown (ee i a or 
26 Extend one’s subscription 12 Last page of a calendar: abbr. friend | Jack who 
28 Know-it-__; smart alecks 13 “Up in the __”; George Clooney srs anti = 
29 Actor Ken __ movie 
30 Bixby or Nye 15 Jack who played Steve Doctrine past aan 
32 Sullivan and O’Neill McGarrett in “Hawaii Five-O” 


17 “Pirates of the Caribbean: At 


[DL AIN| Worlds __" , 
eli [mm ATL ifcle re ad tae 
IRIE AIMEBB ALN] DI THE! 22 6 aici Homey sitcom 
EIRIRISMBL| | |Z/ABB AIRE - 
23 Aspirin or Advil 
a ee 25 Columbo’s portrayer 
26 Little friend of Winnie the Pooh 


Verbal 
jewel 


Golfer's 
goal 


2/7 Miss _; role on “Dallas” seed oe 

30 Actress Lisa __ Brown fur 
31 __-T; “Law & Order: SVU” actor as 

33 Martin and Cain 

34 Scandinavian airline Itsy-bitsy 


E/DIE[N| 36 Character on “The Simpsons” 
DIEIN] S| 37 Teacher’s assistant 
39 John __; actor on “Touched by 
an Angel” 
ribu 8/30/15 . 
inion 40 “The __ Skelton Hour 
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KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 


Find two identical 
pictures. 


= 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 





MAYBE YOU SHOULDNT HAVE 
BEEN WEARING A HOCKEY 
GLOVE... MAYBE HE THINKS 
YOU DON'T TRUST HIM... 


oe ¥ 





4] I OFFERED HIM THE RIGHT 
T HEAR “OU =| HANO OF FELLOWSHIP, AND 
8] HE ALMOST TORE IT OFF! 





I TRUST HIM, BUT MY 
HAND DOESN'T ! 






TRIEO TO MAKE 

FRIENDS WITH 

THE CAT NEXT 
DOOR... 










©1974 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by An 





WELL, IF YOUR 

CLUB IS CLoseD, I HAVE 
MILLIE, HOW D0 TO DRIVE 
YOU ACQUIRE THE VOWIN TO 
MARITUANA 7% 


ONCE A WEEK, I CRUISE 
AROUND AFTER DARK UN- 
TIL I SEE A PERFECTLY 
FRIGHTFUL YOUNG MAN 








Andrews McMeel Syndication ©1996 G.B. Trudeau 





Garfield By Jim Davis 


ALWAYS THINKING OF OTHERS... 


but Pooky would like THAT'S THE KIND OF GUY I AM 


10 dozen donuts and 
100 pepperoni pizzas 


Dear Santa, | don’t want 
anything this year... 


TIC TIC TIC TIC 


9I1-Z! SiAVG WiC 


© 2021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 





Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 








PERHAPS THE COMPARISON IS TO THE CORPSE 
FLOWER, THE CARRION FLOWER OR THE STINK LILY. 


J SOME SAY MY WRITING 
IS TOO FLOWERY. 





| 
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DO WE BLAME LAZINESS 
OR FORGETFULNESS? 


I DON'T KNOW IF IT WAS 
DUSTIN Of YOUR FATHER. 


www.facebook.com/dustincomic 
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Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 

Dear Reader: Due to supply chain issues, there will be no jokes in today’s comic, as all of our jokes are 
currently stuck in shipping containers overseas. Please feel free to fill in your own. Thanks for your patience. 
\/ V ‘ / Ny \ 
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i'r Fite ur ALL THe | 
I CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS 






ON CHRISTMAS 
EVE ALL OVER 
THE WORLD, WHILE 
r SANTA'S BuSY WITH 
‘LEAVING GIFTS UNDER 





mu tt s.com www.kingfeatures.com 


Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


PUTIN JUST SAID RUSSIA 
WILL BE 100%. POWERED 

BY RENEWABLES NEXT 

WEEK AS HE RODE BARE - 

CHESTED AND BAREBACK 
ON A UNICORN. 


I'M BEGINNING To THINK 
POLITICIANS CAN'T BE 
TRUSTED... 


THE US. GOVERNMENT 
PLEDGED To CUT EMISSIONS 
50% THiS DECADE, AND 
CHINA'S SAID IT WOULD BE 
CARBON NEUTRAL BEFORE 





© 2021 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features Syndicate 


NY DAUGHTER NICOLE, 
5 STUDNING To GEA 
BIOMEDICAL ENGINEER. | 4 BIOMEDICAL 


ENGNEER 


PVE NEVER 
HEARD ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT! HE'S 
JUST A. CREEPY 

ila FERRET 


CF HOLLYWoop 
WEAGELS BEFORE, 
BUT THIS IS 
RIDICULOUS . 


GoComics.com 12/16 
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Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall 


HOORAY! NO LOUSY ZOOM ARE YOU KIDDING? NOT THAT 
GATHERING THIS YEAR! PENNY-PINCHING SKINFLINT 
OH, He's JUSTO, 


YEAH, WE'RE )/ IT’S NICE 
BOOKING<’| OF YOUR A CHEAPSKATE...WE4 jay 
A REAL / > BOSS TO ALL HAD TO CHIP IN 
CHRISTMAS \ THROW ONE OURSELVES 


PARTY!! ios YOu 


£235; 
> s 


HE'S KIND OF alll! CA renee 

A SAWED-OFF ||} pe Sond 
TIN-CAN 716 Gas 
NAPOLEON) AQ 72. Sos 
YOU WOULON'T \ i.3n 
UNDERSTAND) CU/ 


~ 


{Vf = [AY 
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Dilbert By Scott Adams 






DO YOU REMEMBER 
THAT IDEA IT HAD 
LAST WEEK THAT YOU 
SAID CAN'T BE DONE? 


WHAT'S WANTED 
YOUR TO BASK 
? 
POINT? IN YOUR 
| WRONGNESS. 


OUR COMPETITORS 
JUST ANNOUNCED 
THEY ARE DOING IT. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 
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Gil Thorp By Neal Rubin and Frank McLaughlin 
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I'M AHEAD OF 
18,436 PEOPLE. 
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THE FANTASY FOOTBALL 
STANOINGS AT 
SPORTSDUKE.COM. 











ALMOST BEING IN fe 
THE TOP 100 IS 
GOOD BECALISE..,? 
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WOODY'S TAKEOUT IS 
ALWAYS WELCOME! HAVE 
YOU HAD LUNCH YET? 

fs 


j] LET'S HAVE LUNCH AND THEN 
MAYBE WE COULD DO A FEW 
SONGS AFTERWARD? 


« 4 a 
gers : 
HAVE IT 
TOGETHER. / 


BRIGMAN 
12/16/21 







WHAT ARE \ THE ONLY THING I 
YOU GOING \ CAN THINK TO DO TO 


TO DO ABOUT 
SARAH BEING Blas Ugh eel als 
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THEN I HATED MYSELF FOR HAVING ALREADY 
IM NOT GOING BOUGHT YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS. BS 

TO LIE TO YOU, 
RONNIE. I WAS 
ANGRY AT YOU. 


“HEAT FROM A 
I BOUGHT 


THOUSAND SUNS” WY 
LEVEL OF ANGRY. hs so YOUR GIFTS 
BUT THEN I \N AFTERWARD, 
: } 
MISSED YOU. THEN I 50 I DON’T KNOW 
HATED MYSELF IF I WAS BEING 


HOPEFUL OR 


FOR MISSI YOU.-- 
peace Wiens STUPID- 
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BALDO, HAVE YOU WHO DO YOU MEAN 
DONE YOUR HOMEWORK? 7 | 8 BY ‘NOBODY'? 


= — 


YOU KNOW... 
ALL THE KIDS... 


‘DB)| DOES THEIR WHO ARE, YOU 
y | oso 


© 2018 Baldo Partnership/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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WOULD GOU 
IKE HIM FOR 
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IT’S NOT MAN? KIDS THAT 
GET TO HAVE SANTA CLAUS 
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WHAT'S WITH 
THE SOFT MUSIC? 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 


Nous, | WANT YOU TO DO 
\OOR HAIR UP WITH THE 


THERE ARE G CHOIRS!-1’M 
GONNA BE ONE OF At ZIL- 
LION KIDS! -NOBODY’S 
GONNA NoTICe ME. ILL 
OUST BEA TINY LITTLE 
SPECK! 


AFTER ALL, IF You'RE 
SINGING ON NATIONAL 
TELEVISION, YOU SHOULD 
LOOK YouUR BEST! 





RED aR cour MAKE 
SURE YOUR COLLAR'S 
PRESSED... 


MOM THE BUS 
IS LEAVING! 


——, 
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B.C. By Hart 


DOOKIE 996, I.M.C. 
CONDITIONS AHEAD. 
BEWARE OF MOUNTAIN- 


ACTIVATING 
GROUND- 
PROXIMITY 
WARNING 
SYSTEM. 


T'M AWAKE! 
TM AWAKE! 


©John Hart Studios Inc, Alll rights reserved 





YIKES! I'M 
LUCKY I FELL 
ONTO THIS 
BRANCH! 


I GUESS I 
SHOULD CALL 
FOR HELP... 


I COULD 
BE HERE 
FOR HOURS! 


GRE 
+MORT 
WALKER 


YOU WEREN'T 
EXAGGERATING. 


GREAT! 

I TOOK 
LIKE A 
THOUSAND 
PICTURES. 





Hagar The Horrible By Chris Browne 
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YOU'RE ONLY EZEVEW, 
CURTIS ! TOO YOUNG 
JO GIVE MICHELLE 

EXPENSIVE JEWELRY! 


Loa 
Geren 


FOR A CHRISTMAS 
GIFT, YOU SHOULD HAVE 
| STARTED SAVING 
3] THREE YEARS AGO 


$000, \N OTHER WORDS, 
YOU'RE NOT GIVING 
ME THE MONEY TO 
BUY THE JEWELRY ? 


NOT 'OJHER W/ORDS"— 
THOSE ARE THE 
EXACT WORDS! 









WHATS WRONG 
WITH MOM7 


| ( SHE'S ALITTLE 
TRAUMATIZED, 






THERE WAS A TREE 
FROG INTHE CHRISTMAS 
TREE. \T SUMPED OUT 

AND LANVED ON 
HER FACE. 
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SIDE, \ THINK 
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NEW CHRISTMAS 
TRAVITION, 
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I DONT NEED MATERIAL 
THINGS TOMAKE ME 
HAPP4 I JUST WANT 

EVERYONE To 


I THINK I AGREE 
WITH 4OUR MOM 
ABOUT CHRISTMAS. 






DIE, ZOMBIE 
SCUMI! 28 


ALMOST 
EVERYONE. 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across hint tohow four 10 “She’s a Lady” 40 Olympics 
1 First name in old puzzle answers songwriter fencing event 
horror films were created 11 British WWII gun 43 Icecream 
5 They’reearned 64 Post 12 Puton ourchase 
at U's 65 Cryofsuccess 14 “Who__?!":“Join 46 Parts of 
9 Serious wound 66 Signof early the club!” cloverleafs 
13 Suit, so to soeak spring 18 NBA 48 Yokum 
14 Artist Matisse 67 Senior __ commissioner cartoonist 
15 Start to freeze? 68 Errors, say Silver 49 Irving Berlin’s 
16 __fail 69 PCconnections 23 Bring up “Blue __’* 
17 Polished orator? 79 Gels 24 First killer whale 51 Signs of crowd 
19 Like C’s, insome to perform with displeasure 
cases — a human 52 Online biz 
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BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


East dealer. 
Both sides vulnerable. 


NORTH 
aK 8 
¥93 
#AQ984 
&AQ62 
WEST EAST 
a@765 a4? 
¥V¥I65 ¥Q1074 
#KJ63 #10752 
mI9S &K 108 
SOUTH 
4AQJ 1093 
VA K 82 
+ 
&7 43 
The bidding: 
East South West North 
Pass ] 4 Pass 2¢ 
Pass 2¥ Pass 3 NT 
Pass 5a Pass 6a 
Opening lead - six of spades. 
Free for the asking 


Suppose someone offers you a bet 
where you can’t lose, you might win, and 
the worst that can happen is that you 
break even. 

Presumably you’d grab a bet like that 
with alacrity — such propositions certainly 
don’t come along every day. 

Occasionally, this sort of situation arises 
at the bridge table. A hand comes along 
where a certain play might gain you a trick, 
while there is no chance it might cost you 
a trick. 

Take this case where you’re in six soades 
and West leads a trump. You’re off to a bad 
start because if West had led anything else, 
you'd have made the slam easily by ruffing 
two hearts in dummy. 

But there’s no point in crying over spilt 
milk, so you do the best you can under the 
circumstances. 

You win the spade with the king, ruff a 
diamond, cash the A-K of hearts, ruff a 








You then cash the A-Q of trump, bringing 
you to the critical point of the play with five 
tricks remaining. You might feel tempted to 
try aclub finesse now, but that would be a 
mistake, since it would give you only about 
an even chance of making the slam. 

Instead, you should lead your last heart! 
This play costs you nothing, but it might — 
and in the actual case does — give you the 
slam. East wins the heart with the queen 
and must return a club or a diamond into 
dummy’s pair of A-Q’s, handing you your 
12th trick. 

It is true that if West turns up with 
the missing heart, you will have done 
absolutely nothing to advance your cause. 
In that case, though, you’d still have the 
club finesse to fall back on. By leading your 
fourth heart at trick nine, you therefore 
have everything to gain and nothing to lose. 

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz. 
JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


| , We're identical twins. 
Ican’ttell_j | 












THE INDIVIDUAL DIGITS THAT 
MAKE UP THE NUMBER 11 ARE --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


CK) tHE (KO 
JAN_AN A THE |, 4: ee 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GOOFY STANZA FINALE 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app + Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


| CX 
Rd Od 
©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 





PILOT 


: Yesterday's Answer: The birds flying around where the hay was 
heart and ruff another diamond. stored in the barn were — ALOFT IN ALOFT 
TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box IR} I{Ci]C| | ME Vv| ieE|w 
in bold borders) contains O[N[AT | ]REBC|ClE/DMMCI|LIE/F 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- (OY s|m| A(R) S|HLAKLYS) FAL |T[O| 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, P= hit Mey 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk 
ANSWER TO 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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Commemorate a historic day or a special moment in 
your own life with a page print from our archives. 
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UCONN FOOTBALL NATIONAL EARLY SIGNING DAY 


in this state’ 


Coach’s first recruiting class puts emphasis on 
pass rushing and offensive line with a QB to come 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


STORRS — Jim Mora’s first 
recruiting class for UConn football 
addressed team needs, such as pass 
rushing and the offensive line, with 
a heavy emphasis on Connecticut’s 
prep schools. 

“T believe there is good talent in 
this state,’ Mora said Wednesday 
with the announcement of over 
a dozen signees on national sign- 
ing day. “At the high school level, 
certainly, and at the prep school 
level, definitely. The only miscon- 
ception I had was what prep school 
talent looked like. I had not been 
exposed to too many young men 


PATRIOTS 

Time spent 
with Belichick 
has Andrews 
considering 
coaching 


By Jim McBride 
Boston Globe 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — 
David Andrews is the latest 
Patriot to get rolled by his 
Alabama teammates. 

Andrews, who owns more 
Georgia gear than your average 
Athens sporting goods store, 
showed up at Wednesday’s 
meeting with reporters sport- 
ing an Alabama cap. 

“T think you all know how 
this came about,” said Andrews, 
whose Bulldogs lost to the Tide, 
41-24, inthe SEC championship 
game earlier this month. 

Fullback Jakob Johnson’s 
dreadlocks have been colored 
crimson since his alma mater, 
Tennessee, lost to Alabama in 
October. 

Andrews arrived in New 
England seven years ago as an 
undrafted free agent follow- 
ing a Pro Day workout and film 
session with Bill Belichick. He 
vividly recalled his thought 
process on deciding to sign with 
the Patriots, which had just 
won their fourth Super Bowl. 

“T said, well, if I can go to 
New England, and if I get cut 
and never play football [again] 
a day in my life, maybe I’ll learn 
something about how to run an 
organization somehow, right?” 
Andrews said. “Because they’ve 
obviously done something well. 
You can learn something about 
leadership and I still think 
that’s true today, right?” 

Since that initial interaction 
with Belichick, Andrews was 
never cut, has been named a 
captain four times, and won a 
pair of Super Bowls. So, what’s 
it like playing for Belichick? 

“I think Coach is really 
honest. That’s something 
that I have always respected,” 
Andrews said. “I think in my 
time here, learning about how 
important details are, has 
changed the way I view the 
game. I laugh talking to people 
sometimes because now I can’t 
just sit and watch a football 
game and kind of enjoy it. You 
analyze different things. You 


Turn to Patriots, Page 2 


Inside 

Giants have 5 COVID positives, 
push meetings virtual as virus 
batters NFL. Page 2 


Inside 
A look at signing day around the 
nation. Page 4 


from prep schools, and I think it’s 
just a great avenue for these kids to 
develop as players and men.” 
Three players from Loomis 
Chaffee School in Windsor signed 
with the Huskies, including offen- 
sive lineman Brady Wayburn, 
versatile tight end Denzel Moun- 
tali and defensive back Derek 
Spears. Massive offensive lineman 
Ben Murawski from St. Thomas 
More and quarterback Victor 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


Mora: ‘Good talent 





Coach Jim Toe dienes " 
first recruiting class for UConn 
football on Wednesday. The 
Huskies signed a dozen players, 
several from Connecticut, with 
more to come. DOM AMORE/ 
HARTFORD COURANT 


Former interim coach Spanos 
kept on as defensive coordinator 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


Jim Mora’s search for a defen- 
sive coordinator led him back to 
where it began, with Lou Spanos 
returning to Storrs. 

Spanos, the Huskies’ defensive 
coordinator from 2019-21 and 
interim coach for the last 10 games 
of the ‘21 season, was let go when 
Mora took control of the program 
Nov. 28. The next day, as Mora 
began hiring assistants, UConn 
announced none of the previous 
staff would be returning. 

However, Spanos had been 
Mora’s defensive coordinator at 


HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING 





UCLA in 2012 and ‘13 and remains 
very popular with holdover play- 
ers, So it’s not a complete surprise 
he has returned. 

“T’m grateful to Coach Mora for 
this opportunity and I’m looking 
forward to getting back to work 
with our student-athletes and a 
great group of coaches.” Spanos 
said, in a statement from the 
school. “UConn is a special place, 
and my family and I could not be 
happier.” 

The Huskies had one of the 
worse defensive seasons in NCAA 
history in 2018, setting records 


Turn to Spanos, Page 4 





Simsbury’s Cael Finn, left, wrestles Enfield’s Andrew Merrill during a mates on ednesday PHOTOS BY JESSICA HILL/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 





Back to srapplin’ 





Wrestling returns in Connecticut, after a year off due to COVID-19 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


ENFIELD — Simsbury High 
senior wrestler Denny Kulyyev 
knew exactly how many days it had 
been since the last time his team 
had competed. 

“We haven’t been on a compe- 
tition mat for 647 days now,” said 
Kulyyev, who won his match at 220 
pounds against Enfield Wednesday 
night. “I’m really excited.” 

Last year, wrestling and football 
were deemed high-risk sports in 
Connecticut due to the pandemic 
and were not allowed to practice 
fully or compete. Wednesday high 
school wrestling teams around the 
state competed in Connecticut for 
the first time since the State Open, 
which took place Feb. 29, 2020 in 
New Haven, over a week before all 
sports shut down. 

Simsbury, the Class L runner-up 
in 2020, opened its season with a 
59-0 win over Enfield. 
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Simsbury’s John Mairano, top, wrestles Enfield’ s Ayce Xiong during a match 


at Enfield High School. 


“It’s been so long since we were 
on the mat, so it feels so good to be 
back, back in competition mode, 
ready to go and the team’s looking 
pretty good this year,” Simsbury 
senior 138-pounder Cael Finn said. 


Finn, who announced this 
week he will be wrestling at Trin- 
ity College next year, was fourth 
in Class L at 106 pounds his 
sophomore year. He and senior 
145-pounder John Mairano, the 


2020 Class L runner-up at 138, 
wrestled with their clubs in the 
offseason but other wrestlers did 
not. 

“We have about 14 seniors,” 
Simsbury coach T.J. Silva said. 
“They all lost their junior year. 
They’re not all in the lineup. 
Outside of Cael Finn and John 
Mairano, they didn’t get a lot of 
varsity experience up until right 
now. We got to jump on the learn- 
ing curve for some of those guys. 
But they’re doing a really good job 
in practice every day. 

“We had a handful of guys wres- 
tle club last year. We ran some open 
mats in the spring and the summer. 
But for most of these guys, their 
first organized practice was Nov. 
29,” 

Last year the wrestlers were 
allowed to condition for about 
two months starting in February, 
mostly running and lifting weights. 


Turn to Wrestling, Page 4 


Safety Tip of the Day 


lf you own a new car - remember to keep crash avoidance 
sensors clear of snow, ice, and road grime. They won't work if you 


don't. 


riscassi-davis.com 
RisCassi & Davis 8& Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: at Colts, 
Saturday, 8:15 p.m. 
Giants: Cowboys, 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

Jets: at Dolphins, Sunday, 
].m. 

UConn MBB: Providence 
(XL), Saturday, 5 p.m.; 
at Marquette, Tuesday, 
9 p.m.; at Xavier, Dec. 28, 
tp.m. 

UConn WBB: Basketball 
HoF Women’s Showcase: 
vs. Louisville (Mohegan 
Sun), Sunday, 3:30 p.m.; 
Marquette (XL), Dec. 29, 
7p.m.; at DePaul, Dec. 31, 
2 p.m. 

Celtics: Warriors, 

Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Knicks, 
Saturday, 7 p.m.; 76ers, 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
Knicks: at Rockets, 
Thursday, 8 p.m.; at 
Celtics, Saturday, 7 p.m.; 
Pistons, Tuesday, 

7:30 p.m. 

Nets: 76ers, Thursday, 
7:30 p.m.; Magic, 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Nuggets, Sunday, 

7:30 p.m. 

UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Jan. 2, 7 .m.; 

at Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 

4 p.m.; Boston Univ., 
Jan.14, 7 p.m. 

Bruins: at Islanders, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Canadiens, Saturday, 
7p.m.; at Senators, 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 

Rangers: Knights, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Canadiens, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; Red 
Wings, Dec. 27,7 p.m. 
Wolf Pack: Lehigh 
Valley, Friday, 7 j.m.; at 
Springfield, Saturday, 
7p.m.; Springfield, 
Sunday, 3 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 

6 p.m.: Womens College: 
Georgia at NC State. 
(Live) ACC 

7 p.m.: Appalachian State 
at Duke. (Live) ESPN2 
7:30 p.m.: Philadelphia 
76ers at Brooklyn Nets. 
(Live), YES 

8 p.m.: New York Knicks 
at Houston Rockets. 
(Live), MSG 

8 p.m.: Womens College: 
Eastern Kentucky at 
Louisville. (Live) ACC 
BOATING 

12 a.m.: Sailing SailGP 
Australia: Day 1. (Live) 
CBSSN 

FOOTBALL 

8 p.m.: Kansas City Chiefs 
at Los Angeles Chargers. 
(Live) FOX/NFL 
HOCKEY 

7:30 p.m.: Boston Bruins 
at New York Islanders. 
(Live), NESN 

10:30 p.m.: Columbus 
Blue Jackets at Edmonton 
Oilers. (Live) SPRTNET 
TENNIS 

7a.m.: ATP Tennis 
Mubadala Round 1 & 
Womens Exhibition, 

Rio De Janeiro-ATP 
Challenger & Maia 2-ATP 
Challenger Early Rounds 
& Doubles Quarterfinals. 
(Live) TENNIS 

4p.m.: ATP Tennis Rio de 
Janeiro-ATP Challenger, 
Early Rounds. (Live) 
TENNIS 

VOLLEYBALL 

7p.m.: Womens College: 
NCAA Tournament - 
Louisville vs Wisconsin. 
(Live) ESPN 

9:30 p.m.: Womens 
College: NCAA 
Tournament - Pittsburgh 
vs Nebraska. (Live) ESPN 


KNICKS 


Not even COVID 
outbreak can get 
Walker off bench 





LUCIANO/AP 


GIANTS 


Ll . = i. 
Giants safety Xavier McKinney runs onto the field before a game against the Eagles on Nov. 28 in East Rutherford, N.J. STEVE 





Team has 5 COVID positives, 
pushing meetings to virtual 


By Pat Leonard 
New York Daily News 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — The 
rapid resurgence of COVID-19 through 
the NFL has not spared the Giants. 

The team placed five more players 
on the league’s COVID-19 reserve list 
Wednesday afternoon, raising their 
total to six since Monday: wideouts 
Kadarius Toney and John Ross, corner 
Aaron Robinson (unvaccinated), free 
safety Xavier McKinney (unvacci- 
nated), and outside linebackers Cam 
Brown and Oshane Ximines. 

Five were due to positive tests. 
McKinney is a high-risk close contact. 
Robinson, who has started at outside 
corner the last two weeks, is out for 
Sunday’s game against the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

“Tt seems like it’s never going away,” 
co-owner John Mara told report- 
ers while discussing the virus at the 
league’s owners meetings in Dallas. 

Joe Judge’s team will conduct 
meetings virtually on Thursday after 
self-imposing intensive protocols on 
Wednesday, including mandatory 
masks in the facility and social distanc- 
ing. 

The coach said he would speak with 
his captains about handling meetings at 
least partially virtual “the remainder of 
the week” and would still holding prac- 
tices outside. 

“We’ve done that in the past and it 
has worked smoothly,” Judge said. 

The Giants’ rash of COVID cases is 
still nothing compared to the outbreak 
occurring league-wide, which experts 
have attributed to the new Omicron 
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variant, per NFL Network. 

The NFL had seven teams in 
enhanced COVID protocols as of 
Wednesday morning due to outbreaks 
— the Cleveland Browns, Chicago 
Bears, Atlanta Falcons, Detroit Lions, 
L.A. Rams, Minnesota Vikings and 
Washington Football Team. 

One of the protocol tweaks the 
league and NFL Players Association 
reportedly are considering is to allow 
vaccinated, asymptomatic players to 
return to team activities sooner after a 
positive test. 

The NFL also announced new 
roster flexibility for the postseason. 
The league will allow unlimited player 
promotions from the practice squad to 
active rosters in the postseason. It will 
no longer be capped at two promotions 
per player per season. 

That way teams will be able to 
replace players on their roster who are 
sidelined by the virus last minute. 

All ideas are on the table following 
66 positive tests league-wide between 
Monday and Tuesday, including a daily 
record of 37 on Monday. There were 
27 more players placed on the COVID 
reserve list Wednesday. 

This represents a dramatic spike. 
From Sept. 5 through Nov. 27, the NFL 
reported 110 total player positives by 
comparison, per ESPN. 

The Giants learned of Toney’s posi- 
tive test on the plane home from Cali- 
fornia Monday. 

The team said McKinney still has a 
chance to come off the COVID reserve 
list on Saturday and play against Dallas 
if he keeps testing negative throughout 
the week. 


It’s likely he was a close contact to 
Toney dating back to Sunday, because 
high-risk close contacts are required 
to isolate for five days after their initial 
exposure. 

Brown practiced with the team on 
Wednesday because the team only 
learned about his positive test after- 
wards. 

The only good Giants COVID news 
came when Judge said quarterbacks 
coach Jerry Schuplinski and guard Wes 
Martin had flown home from Tucson, 
Ariz., to rejoin the team Wednesday. 

But the Giants’ goal is the same as 
the NFL’s simple goal at the moment. 
In addition to keeping everyone safe, 
they just want to complete the games 
on their schedule. 

Quarterback updates: Daniel Jones 
will miss a third straight game with his 
neck strain, Judge said Wednesday. 
So Mike Glennon will make his third 
straight start against the Dallas Cowboys 
on Sunday at MetLife Stadium. 

Fed-up fans are clamoring to see the 
recently-signed Jake Fromm take some 
snaps. An ESPN report said the Giants 
were leaning toward giving Fromm 
some game action this weekend. 

But Judge threw more cold water on 
the Fromm hype Wednesday. 

Asked if the Giants have any plans 
to play Fromm against the Cowboys, 
Judge said: “Mike is going to start the 
game for us. Do we have anything 
bracketed out at this point in terms of 
is [Fromm] going to play certain plays 
or anything? We do not.” 

Judge also said every player, Fromm 
included, needs to produce in practice 
to earn playing time in games. 


There should be no rush to get Becton back this season 


By DJ Bien-Aime II 
New York Daily News 


FLORHAM PARK, N.J. — The Jets 
season is down to its final four games, 
which means time is running out on 
Mekhi Becton’s potential return from 
his knee injury. 

Head coach Robert Saleh remains 
“hopeful” his starting left tackle will 
return this year, but acknowledged real- 
Ity. 
“Obviously, we are getting down to 
crunch time. So, ifhe makes it, awesome. 
If not, it goes back to George [Fant] and 
Morgan [Moses],” Saleh said. “They’ve 





been absolutely phenomenal this year 
and we haven’t skipped a beat so it just 
really a credit to those two in the way 
they’ve been able to work,” 

Becton suffered a knee injury in the 
season opener against the Panthers. Gang 
Green’s first-round pick (11th overall) in 
the 2020 NFL Draft was diagnosed with 
a dislocated kneecap and suffered MCL 
and cartilage damage and it initially was 
thought to be aseason-ending injury. He 
opted for surgery in mid-September and 
the timetable was thought to be four to 
eight weeks. 

But at the eight-week mark, Becton 
wasn’t ready to return. His recovery has 
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progressed slowly. Recently, the build- 
ing-block left tackle transferred his rehab 
to the field, which is progress. But Saleh 
isn’t sure when Becton will be ready to 
practice with the team. 

Fant replaced Becton, and in pass 
protection he has filled Becton’s shoes 
beyond expectations. He’s allowed 18 
pressures (15th fewest among tackles) 
and has allowed just one sack (tied for the 
second fewest), according to Pro Foot- 
ball Focus. 

“Everyone was alittle worried because 
you don’t know,” Saleh said. “You have 
faith in the guy with George with his 
athleticism, but you never know.” 
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look at situations. It just 
totally changes how you 
see a game. 

‘Just the details — how 
detail-oriented he is, it 
obviously trickles down 
from coach to coach, and 
he really sets the tone 
for the whole team,” 
Andrews continued. “I 
knew when he worked 
me out at Georgia that 
first day — just how we 
were watching film. He’s 
in there asking me ques- 
tions about, ‘Well, why 
didn’t you do it this way? 
Why didn’t you do it this 
way?’ [I said], ‘I don’t 
know. It’s the protec- 
tion we called. That’s 
just what I thought we 
did’ From that moment, 
I knew how involved he 
was with the team in all 
three phases, just even in 
my first, call it 20 or 30 
minutes with him.” 

Andrews has thought 
about following in Beli- 
chick’s footsteps when 
his playing days are over. 

“T laugh about it 
because I don’t know 
what else I would at this 
point,” he said. “I love 
this game a lot and it’s 
been really good to me. 
I can’t imagine one day 
just not being a part of 
this game. It comes to a 
point, playing, obviously, 
but since I was in first 
grade that’s all I’ve really 
ever done. So, I don’t 
know, we’ll have to see, 
but at some level I would 
have to be involved. I just 
don’t think I could go to 
bed at night.” 

[b]Nothing to see 
here: [/b|Mac Jones was 
sporting a new glove on 
his left hand at practice 
Wednesday, a day after 
showing up on the injury 
report with a left thumb 
ailment. 

The rookie quarter- 
back looked unaffected 
as he went through 
his normal individual 
throwing drills during 
the window media was 
allowed to observe prac- 
tice. He was listed as a full 
participant for the second 
straight day. 

“My thumb’s good,” 
Jones said before wiggling 
both thumbs for reporters. 
“There’s nothing wrong 
with it.” 

As for the glove, Jones 
said the other QBs were 
wearing them, and he 
wanted to give it atry. 

Outside linebacker 
Chase Winovich, line- 
backer Ronnie Perkins 
(illness), offensive lineman 
Yodny Cajuste (illness), and 
running back J.J. Taylor 
(reserve /COVID-19) did 
not participate. 

Guard Yasir Durant, who 
also wasn’t spotted, was 
later placed on the reserve/ 
COVID-19 list. 

Eight players were listed 
as limited: running backs 
Damien Harris (hamstring) 
and Brandon Bolden 
(knee); Andrews (shoul- 
der); right tackle Trent 
Brown (calf/wrist); safety 
Adrian Phillips (knee); 
linebacker Ja’Whaun Bent- 
ley (ribs); defensive line- 
man Christian Barmore 
(knee); and kicker Nick 
Folk (left knee). 


Flailing club needs a big 
move. What can they do? 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Only about two weeks ago, 
Miles McBride was in the G-League for reps. 
On Tuesday against the mighty Warriors, he 
was closing a game above Kemba Walker. 

For the last two seasons, Kevin Knox has 
been at the end of Tom Thibodeau’s bench, 
a former lottery pick already saddled with 
a bust label. On Tuesday, he was closing a 
game instead of Evan Fournier. 

The Knicks lost to the Warriors at home, 
105-96, and had the ready-made excuse of 
missing RJ Barrett and Obi Toppin due to 
COVID-19 protocols. But alongside these 
COVID-19 issues and Steph Curry setting 
the 3-point record to much fanfare in MSG, 
the big story of was the continued disap- 
pointment of Leon Rose’s 2021 free agency 
class. 

Walker collected his seventh straight 
DNP, and Fournier reached a new low since 
signing his lucrative deal by scoring just two 
points on 1-of-5 shooting in 29 minutes. 

Both teams were operating at a disadvan- 
tage Tuesday. The Knicks had COVID-19-re- 
lated absences, disrupting the rotation. Alec 
Burks returned from a one-game absence 
due to the birth of his child and started at 
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Knicks guard Kemba Walker, right, watches 
the game from the bench during the first 
half against the Nets on Nov. 30 in New York. 
MARY ALTAFFER/AP 


shooting guard, tasked with shadowing 
Steph Curry. He did well enough, some- 
what containing the Curry after the Hall of 
Famer set the all-time 3-point record. But 
the Knicks clearly missed Barrett, falling to 
0-3 this season when the 21-year-old doesn’t 
play. 

The Knicks fell to 1-7 since Thibodeau 
officially removed Walker from the rotation. 
Former Knick Jamal Crawford took notice. 

“Can’t lie, I hate seeing Kemba just sitting 
there,” Crawford tweeted. “Low key disre- 
spectful.” 

The Knicks have allowed the situation to 
marinate and fester, without an intelligible 
explanation as to why Walker can’t play even 
when the team is shorthanded. Thibodeau 
recently called it, “A coaching decision.” 
Fournier, meanwhile, has been struggling 
all season. 

“You’ve just got to be patient, you’ve got 
to work your way through it,” Thibodeau 
said. “He’s a veteran. He knows what he has 
to do.” 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — It’s officially trade 
season, a two-month period before the 
deadline that kicked off Wednesday when 
over 100 players around the NBA became 
eligible for a deal. Nobody is expecting a 
deal consummated immediately, but now 
the preliminary discussions and hypothet- 
icals can become real. 

The Knicks, with all their struggles 
and uncertainties one-third through this 
campaign, desperately need a shakeup. 
Their status quo is regression. 

And as of Wednesday, they have five 
more players eligible for a trade. 

Here’s a trade season primer for Leon 
Rose’s squad: 


Potentially available 


Ben Simmons, Philadelphia: He can’t 
shoot but he can damn sure defend. There 
are good reasons Simmons would fit in 
Tom Thibodeau’s system and roster, but 
the Knicks and Sixers are unlikely trade 
partners. Philadelphia is hoping for a star 
return, and league insiders believe team 
president Daryl Morey is waiting for either 
Dame Lillard to become available or James 


Harden to hit free agency for a sign-and- 
trade scenario. 

The Knicks can offer Julius Randle and/ 
or RJ Barrett, but then Thibodeau’s left 
with nothing to complement a mentally 
shaky Simmons. 

John Wall, Houston: The Rockets are 
desperate to unload one of the worst 
contracts in the NBA and the Knicks 
might even acquire draft capital by taking 
on the former All-Star. Of course, the obvi- 
ous issue is Wall may be physically shot. 
He’s played just 40 games — TOTAL — in 
the last three years. He’s also owed over 
$90 million and the Knicks would have to 
match salaries in a trade. No thanks. 

Kyrie Irving, Brooklyn: Not even going 
to bother. 

Goran Dragic, Toronto: The point guard 
has decided he doesn’t want to play for the 
Raptors and is biding his time somewhere in 
Lithuania. The issue is Dragic’s salary, $19.4 
million, which is expiring. Most teams believe 
he'll hit the buyout market, so why trade for a 
player who has already caused astink and will 
become a free agent after the season? 

CJ McCollum, Portland: The Blazers are 
in panic mode and, if they’re committed 
to keeping Dame Lillard, the only feasible 
shakeup involves dealing McCollum. It’s a 
risk for the buyer, for sure. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W LL PCT GB 
Brooklyn 20 8 .714 — 
Philadelphia 15 13 ..536 5 
Boston 14 14 .500 6 
Toronto 13 15 .464 T 
New York 12 16 .429 8 
SOUTHEAST W  L PCT GB 
Miami 16 12 .571 — 
Washington 15 13 .536 1 
Charlotte 15 14 .517 1% 
Atlanta 14 14. .500 2 
Orlando 5 24 .172 11% 
CENTRAL W L PCT GB 
Chicago 17 10 .630 — 
Milwaukee 18 11 .621 — 
Cleveland 17 12 .586 1 
Indiana 12 17 .414 6 
Detroit 4 22 .154 12% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST W LL PCT GB 
Memphis 17 11 .607 - 
Dallas 14 13 519 2% 
San Antonio 10 16 .385 6 
Houston 9 18 .333 7% 
New Orleans 8 21 .276 9% 
NORTHWEST W LL PCT GB 
Utah 19 7.731 _ 
Denver 14 13 519 5% 
Minnesota 12 15 .444 7% 
Portland 11 17 .393 9 
Oklahoma City 8 18 .308 il 
PACIFIC W L PCT GB 
Golden State 23 5 821 — 
Phoenix 22 5. .815 WY 
L.A. Clippers 16 12 «571 7 
L.A. Lakers 15 13 .536 8 
Sacramento 11 17 .393 12 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Atlanta 111, Orlando 


99 


Houston at Cleveland, late 


Miami at Philadelphi 


a, late 


L.A. Lakers at Dallas, late 
Indiana at Milwaukee, late 


New Orleans at Okla 


homa City, late 


Charlotte at San Antonio, late 
Minnesota at Denver, late 

L.A. Clippers at Utah, late 
Memphis at Portland, late 
Washington at Sacramento, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 


Detroit at Indiana, 7p.m. 

Chicago at Toronto, ppd 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 
New York at Houston, 8p.m. 
Washington at Phoenix, 9p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Golden State 105, Ne 


w York 96 


Brooklyn 131, Toronto 129, OT 
Phoenix 111, Portland 107, OT 


Detroit at Chicago, p 


pd 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at Rice 17% Incarnate Word 
Charleston(SC) 4 at Stetson 


at IUPUI 22 


at Duke 


Tennessee State 1 


Chicago State 


20% Appalachian St. 
at UMBC 3% 
at Drake 14 


NC Greensboro 
Jackson State 
at Chas. Southern 


at Tulsa 14 Alcorn State 
at Oral Roberts 9 UT Arlington 
at Stanford 13 Dartmouth 
NBA THURSDAY 

FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
at Indiana 10 (210%) Detroit 
at Brooklyn off (off) Philadelphia 
New York 4% (off) atHouston 
at Phoenix 9 (216%)Washington 
NHL THURSDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG Line 
at Carolina -220 Detroit +180 
at Florida -215 LosAngeles +176 


Las Vegas -178 at New Jersey +146 
Philadelphia -144 atMontreal +120 
at Tampa Bay -295 Ottawa +235 
Boston -130 atNY Islanders+108 
at Minnesota -330 Buffalo +260 
Colorado -144 atNashville +118 
atEdmonton -205 Columbus +172 
at San Jose -134 Vancouver +112 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL FRIDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Bahamas Bowl 

Toledo 10 (51%) Mid. Tenn. 
Cure Bowl 

Coastal Carolinal0’% (63%) N. Illinois 
Boca Raton Bowl Saturday 
Appalachian St. 3 (68) W. Kentucky 
New Mexico Bowl 

Fresno State 11% (51) UTEP 
Independence Bowl 

BYU 7 (54%) UAB 
LendingTree Bowl 

Liberty 9% (58%) E.Michgian 
LA Bowl 

Oregon State 7 (67%) UtahState 
New Orleans Bowl 

La-Lafayette 5 (55) Marshall 
Myrtle Beach Bowl Monday 
Tulsa 9% (53) Old Dominion 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl Tuesday 
Wyoming 3 (59) Kent State 
Frisco Bowl 

UTSA 2% (50) San Diego St. 
Armed Forces Bowl Wednesday 
Army 3% (581) Missouri 


Frisco Football Classic Thursday, Dec. 23 


Miami (Ohio) 3 
Gasparilla Bowl 


Florida 6% 
Hawaii Bowl 
Memphis 72 


Camellia Bowl 
Georgia State 4% 
Quick Lane Bowl 
W Michigan 5% 
Military Bowl 
Boston College 3 
Birmingham Bowl 


(54%) North Texas 


(56%) UCF 
Friday, Dec. 24 

(59) Hawaii 
Saturday, Dec. 25 
(50%) Ball State 
Monday, Dec. 27 
(5712) Nevada 


(51%) East Carolina 
Tuesday, Dec. 28 


Auburn 3 (51%) Houston 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Louisville 2 (55%) Air Force 
Liberty Bowl 

Mississippi St. 9 (59%) Texas Tech 
Holiday Bowl 

NC State 1 (60) UCLA 


Guaranteed Rate Bowl 


Minnesota 3% 


(45) West Virginia 


Fenway Bowl Wednesday, Dec. 29 
Virginia 2 (71) SMU 
Pinstripe Bowl 

Maryland 1 (55) Virginia Tech 
Cheez-Iit Bowl 

lowa State 1% (45%) Clemson 
Alamo Bowl 

Oklahoma 4% (61%) Oregon 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl __ Thursday, Dec. 30 
North Carolina 8% (58%) SouthCarolina 
Music City Bowl 

Tennessee 4% (63) Purdue 
Peach Bowl 

Michigan State 1% (60) Pittsburgh 
Las Vegas Bowl 

Wisconsin 7 (42) Arizona State 
Gator Bowl Friday, Dec. 31 
Texas A&M 5 (58) Wake Forest 
Sun Bowl 

Miami 2% (60) Wash. St. 
Arizona Bowl 


Boise State TY 


(55) | C. Michigan 


CFP Semifinal Cotton Bowl Classic 


Alabama 13% 
CFP Semifinal Orang 
Georgia 8 
Outback Bowl 

Penn St. 22 
Fiesta Bowl 

Notre Dame 2 
Citrus Bowl 
Kentucky 2% 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio State 6% 
Sugar Bowl 

Baylor 1 
Texas Bowl 

Kansas State 1% 
NFL WEEK 15 


FAVORITE SP 
Kansas City 3 


Las Vegas 1% 
at Indianapolis 2% 


at Buffalo off 
Arizona 12% 
Dallas 10% 
at Jacksonville 32 
Tennessee 1% 
at Philadelphia off 
at Mimai off 
at San Francisco 9 

at Denver 2% 


at LA Rams 4% 
Green Bay 4” 
at Tampa Bay 10% 


Minnesota 3% 


(58) 

e Bowl 

(47) Michigan 
Saturday, Jan. 1 

(47) Arkansas 


(45%) Oklahoma St. 


Cincinnati 


(44) lowa 
(66) Utah 
(55) Mississippi 
Tuesday, Jan. 4 
(47) LSU 
THURSDAY 

0/U UNDERDOG 
(5212) atLA Chargers 
SATURDAY 


(39%) at Cleveland 
(45%2)New England 


SUNDAY 
off Carolina 
(47) at Detroit 
(44%) at NY Giants 
(39%) Houston 
(41%)at Pittsburgh 
off Washington 
off NY Jets 
(46) Atlanta 
(44) Cincinnati 
(45%) Seattle 
(43%) at Baltimore 
(4612) New Orleans 

MONDAY 
(44) at Chicago 


For the latest odds, go to 


FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Toronto 30 20 8 42 98 76 
Florida 28 18 6 40 103 83 
Tampa Bay 28 18 6 40 92 76 
Detroit 29 14 12 31 80 97 
Boston 25 14 9 30 70 66 
Buffalo 28 9 15 22 77 99 
Ottawa 26 9 16 19 75 95 
Montreal 30 621 15 64 107 
METRO. GP W 


L 
Washington 28 17 5 
Carolina 27 19: 7 
N.Y.Rangers 28 18 7 
Pittsburgh 2815 8 
Columbus 27 14 12 
Philadelphia 27 11 12 
New Jersey 27 10 12 
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N.Y. Islanders 24 7 12 19 51 72 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Minnesota 2819 8 1 39 106 82 
St. Louis 29 16 8 5 37 100 80 
Colorado 2617 72 36 113 86 
Nashville 28 1710 1 35 81 75 
Winnipeg 28 13 10 5 31 84 80 
Dallas 26 1311 2 28 70 74 
Chicago 2710 15 2 22 62 86 
Arizona 27 5202 12 48 101 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Anaheim 30 16 95 37 94 82 
Calgary 28 15 76 36 87 62 
Vegas 28 17 11 0 34 99 86 
Edmonton 27 16110 32 91 85 
San Jose 29 1513 1 31 76 80 
LosAngeles 27 12 10 5 29 72 71 
Vancouver 301315 2 28 76 88 
Seattle 28 10 15 3 23 80 99 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
Washington at Chicago, late 
N.Y. Rangers at Arizona, late 
Seattle at Anaheim, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Detroit at Carolina, 7p.m. 

Los Angeles at Florida, 7p.m. 
Ottawa at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 
Philadelphia at Montreal, 7p.m. 
Vegas at New Jersey, 7p.m. 
Boston at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
Buffalo at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Colorado at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Columbus at Edmonton, 9p.m. 
Vancouver at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 
Toronto at Calgary, ppd 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Pittsburgh 5, Montreal 2 
Vegas 4, Boston 1 

Tampa Bay 3, Los Angeles 2 (OT) 
Philadelphia 6, New Jersey 1 
Ottawa 8, Florida 2 

Detroit 2, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Buffalo 4, Winnipeg 2 

St. Louis 4, Dallas 1 

Toronto 5, Edmonton 1 
Colorado 4, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Vancouver 4, Columbus 3 
Seattle 3, San Jose 1 
Calgary at Nashville, ppd 
Carolina at Minnesota, ppd 


TENNIS 


WTA OPEN BLS DE LIMOGES 
Wednesday at Palais des Sports de 
Beaublanc, Limoges, France; out.-hard 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
#3 Caroline Garcia d. Elsa Jacquemot, 
6-1, 6-7(7), 7-5. 
#8 Ana Bogdan d. Mallaurie Noel, 
6-3, 6-2. 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
Jessika Ponchet d. #1Zhang Shuai, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-2. 
#2 Alison van Uytvanck d. 
Vitalia Diatchenko, 6-1, 6-3. 
#6 Vera Zvonareva d. 
Natalia Vikhlyantseva, 6-3, 4-6, 7-5. 
Ulrikke Eikeri d. Audrey Albie,, 6-2, 6-3. 
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NCAA FCS SEMIFINALS 

Friday: North Dakota St. (12-1) vs. 
James Madison (12-1), 9:15 p.m. 

Saturday: Montana State (11-2) vs. 
South Dakota State (11-3), 2 p.m. 


NCAA DIVISION II PLAYOFFS 
SATURDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
McKinney (Tex.) ISD Stadium 

Ferris St. (13-0) vs. Valdosta St. (12-1), 9 p.m. 


NCAA DIVISION II] PLAYOFFS 

FRIDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mary Hardin-Baylor (14-0) vs. 
North Central (Ill.) (14-0), 7p.m. 


UPCOMING BOWL GAMES 
FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Bahamas BowlNassau, Bahamas 
Toledo (7-5) vs. Mid. Tenn. (6-6), noon 
Cure Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

N. Illinois (9-4) vs. C. Carolina (10-2), 6 p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Boca Raton Bowl, Boca Raton, Fla. 

W. Ky (8-5) vs. Appal. St. (10-3), 11a.m. 
Celebration Bowl, Atlanta 

SC St. (6-5) vs. Jackson St. (11-1), noon 
New Mexico Bowl, Albuquerque 

Fresno St. (9-3) vs. UTEP (7-5), 2:15p.m. 
Independence Bowl, Shreveport, La. 
#12BYU (10-2) vs. UAB (8-4), 3:30p.m. 
LendingTree Bowl, Mobile, Ala. 

E. Michigan (7-5) vs. Liberty (7-5), 5:45 p.m. 
LA Bowl, Inglewood, Calif. 

Oregon St. (7-5) vs. Utah St. (10-3), 7:30 p.m. 
New Orleans Bowl, New Orleans 

#16 La-Laf. (12-2) vs. Marshall (7-5), 9:15 p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAME 
Myrtle Beach Bowl, Conway, S.C. 
Old Dominion (6-6) vs. Tulsa (6-6), 2:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 21 

Famous Idaho Potato, Boise, Idaho 
Kent St (7-6) vs. Wyoming (6-6), 3:30 p.m. 
Frisco Bowl, Frisco, Texas 

#24 UTSA (12-1) vs. S. Diego St. (11-2), 7p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Missouri (6-6) vs. Army (8-3), 8p.m. 


THURSDAY, DEC. 23 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (7-5) vs. N. Texas (6-6), 3:30p.m. 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF (8-4) vs. Florida (6-6), 7p.m. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 24 
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), 8p.m. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 25 


Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Ball State (6-6) vs. Ga. St. (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 1713 2 240 9 41 
Liverpool 1611 4 145 12 37 
Chelsea 1611 3 2 38 11 36 
Arsenal 17 92 623 22 29 
West Ham 17 8 4 5 28 21 28 
Man United 16 8 3 526 24 27 
Tottenham 14 81 516 17 25 
Wolverhampton 17 7 3 713 14 24 
Leicester 16 6 4 627 27 22 
Aston Villa 17 71 923 25 22 
CrystalPalace 17 4 8 5 24 24 20 
Brentford 16 55 621 22 20 
Brighton 16 48 414 17 20 
Everton 16 53 820 28 18 
Southampton 17 3 8 616 26 17 
Leeds 17 3 7 717 32 16 
Watford 16 411121 31 13 
Burnley 15 18 614 21 11 
Newcastle 16 1/7 817 34 10 
Norwich 17 2411 8 34 10 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Brighton 0, Wolverhampton 1 
Crystal Palace 2, Southampton 2 
Arsenal 2, West Ham 0 

Burnley vs. Watford, 2:30p.m. ppd 


THURSDAY’S MATCHES 

Leicester vs. Tottenham, 2:30p.m. 
Chelsea vs. Everton, 2:45p.m. 
Liverpool vs. Newcastle, 3p.m. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
NewEngland 9 4 0 .692 350 200 
Buffalo 7 6 O .538 363 229 
Miami 6 7 O .462 254 288 
N.Y. Jets 3 10 O .231 226 397 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 9 4 QO .692 324 290 
Indianapolis 7 6 O- .538 371 283 
Houston 2 11 O .154 177 356 
Jacksonville 2 11 0 .154 180 340 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Baltimore 8 5 0 .615 304 284 
Cincinnati 7 6 O .538 354 293 
Cleveland 7 6 O- .538 278 289 
Pittsburgh 6 6 1 .500 272 322 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
KansasCity 9 4 0 .692 351 268 
L.A.Chargers 8 5 0 .615 351 336 
Denver 7 6 O- .538 275 228 
Las Vegas 6 7 OO .462 283 360 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Dallas 9 4 QO .692 380 287 
Philadelphia 6 7 0O .462 337 291 
Washington 6 7 0. .462 266 324 
N.Y. Giants 4 9 QO .308 232 310 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
TampaBay 10 3 0 .769 410 297 
Atlanta 6 7 0O .462 245 353 
New Orleans 6 7 0 .462 304 285 
Carolina 5 8 0. .385 257 282 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Green Bay 10 3 O .769 328 272 
Minnesota 6 7 O .462 344 333 
Chicago 4 9 0 .308 231 332 
Detroit 111 1 .115 213 354 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Arizona 10 3 O .769 366 254 
L.A. Rams 9 4 QO .692 366 293 
SanFrancisco 7 6 0 .538 329 301 
Seattle 5 8 0. .385 272 262 
WEEK 15 

THURSDAY’S GAME 

Kansas City at L.A. Chargers, 8:20p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Las Vegas at Cleveland, 4:30p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Arizona at Detroit, 1p.m. 

Carolina at Buffalo, 1p.m. 

Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 1p.m. 
Houston at Jacksonville, 1p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 1p.m. 
Tennessee at Pittsburgh, 1p.m. 
Washington at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Atlanta at San Francisco, 4:05p.m. 
Cincinnati at Denver, 4:05p.m. 
Green Bay at Baltimore, 4:25p.m. 
Seattle at L.A. Rams, 4:25p.m. 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 8:20p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAME 
Minnesota at Chicago, 8:15p.m. 


RECEIVER YARDS AFTER CATCH 


RK. PLAYER TEAM YDS 
1. Cooper Kupp LAR 658 
2. Chris Godwin TB 590 
3. Deebo Samuel SF 536 
4. Austin Ekeler LAC 505 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. Baylor (9-0) did not play. Next: at 
Oregon, Saturday. 

2. Duke (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Appalachian St., Thursday. 

3. Purdue (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Butler, Saturday. 

4. UCLA (9-1) vs. Alabama St. Next: vs. 
North Carolina, Saturday. 

5. Gonzaga (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
#25 Texas Tech, Saturday. 

6. Alabama (8-2) did not play Next: vs. 
Jacksonville St., Saturday. 

7. Kansas (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Stephen F. Austin, Saturday. 

8. Arizona (9-0) vs. N. Colorado. Next: 
vs. Calif. Baptist, Saturday. 

9. Villanova (7-3) did not play. Next: at 
Creighton, Friday. 

10. Southern Cal (10-0) vs. UC Irvine. 
Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Saturday. 

11. lowa State (10-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. SE Louisiana, Sunday. 

12. Michigan State (9-2) did not play. 
Next: at Oakland, Tuesday. 

13. Auburn (9-1) did not play. Next: at 
Saint Louis, Saturday. 

14. Houston (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oklahoma State, Saturday. 

15. Ohio State (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. #21 Kentucky, Saturday. 

16. Seton Hall (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. lona, Saturday. 

17. Texas (7-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Stanford, Sunday. 

18. Tennessee (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Memphis, Saturday. 

19. LSU (10-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Louisiana Tech, Saturday. 

20. UConn (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Providence, Saturday. 

21. Kentucky (7-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. #15 Ohio State, Saturday. 

22. Xavier (9-1) vs. Morehead St. Next: 
vs. Marquette, Saturday. 

23. Colorado State (10-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Tulsa, Saturday. 

24. Arkansas (9-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Hofstra, Saturday. 

25. Texas Tech (8-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #5 Gonzaga, Saturday. 


WEDNESDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

California (Pa.) 83, Carlow 38 
Fairfield 72, Fairleigh Dickinson 54 
Georgetown 85, Howard 73 

SOUTH 

Belmont 76, Chattanooga 68 
Bethune-Cookman 88, Johnson 41 
Coastal Carolina 102, Methodist 42 
E. Kentucky 121, Midway 67 
Francis Marion 69, Chowan 68 
Georgia College 89, Young Harris 65 
Georgia Southern 69, Campbell 66 
Jacksonville St. 66, FIU 59 

King (Tenn.) 86, Belmont Abbey 73 
Lynchburg 92, William Peace 60 
NC Wesleyan 95, LaGrange 88 
UNC-Wilmington 85, Mount Olive 55 
MIDWEST 

Akron 66, Wright St. 48 

Earlham 86, Berea 65 

Michigan Tech 122, Finlandia 52 
Ohio 75, Marshall 65 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 
1.South Carolina (11-0) beat #15 Duke 
55-46. Next: vs. #3 Stanford, Tuesday. 
2. NC State (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
#17 Georgia, Thursday. 

3. Stanford (6-2) vs. UC Davis. Next: at 
#7 Tennessee, Saturday. 

4. Arizona (9-0) did not play. Next: at N. 
Arizona, Friday. 

5. Baylor (9-1) did not play. Next: at 
#13. Michigan, Sunday. 

#6 Louisville (8-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. E. Kentucky, Thursday. 

#7 Tennessee (9-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. #3 Stanford, Saturday. 

#7 Connecticut (6-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. #6 Louisville, Sunday. 

#9 Maryland (9-3) did not play. Next: at 
Coppin St., Tuesday. 

#10 Indiana (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
W. Michigan, Sunday. 

#11 Texas (7-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
#4 Arizona, Sunday. 

#12 lowa St. (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Prairie View, Sunday. 

#13 Michigan (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #5 Baylor, Sunday. 

#14 lowa (5-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
UCF, Saturday. 

#15 Duke (8-1) lost to #1 South Caro- 
lina 55-46. Next: at Miami, Sunday. 

#16 South Florida (7-3) beat Stetson 
69-50. Next: vs. High Point, Friday. 

#17 Georgia (8-1) did not play. Next: at 
NC State, Thursday. 

#18 Georgia Tech (8-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Wake Forest, Sunday. 

#19 Kentucky (6-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Morgan St., Friday. 

#20 BYU (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Washington St., Saturday. 

#21 Notre Dame (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Pittsburgh, Sunday. 

#22 LSU (8-1) beat Alcorn St. 100-36 
Next: vs. New Orleans, Saturday. 

#23 Texas A&M (9-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Rice, Sunday. 

#24 Ohio St. (8-2) beat Alabama State 
97-51. Next: at UCLA, Sunday. 

#25 North Carolina (9-0) did not play. 
Next: at Boston College, Sunday. 
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Georgia defensive lineman Jordan Davis and the rest of the Bulldogs will look to redeem 
themselves after an ugly performance against Alabama. JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Georgia defense gets 
seco... huge wake-up call 


Bulldogs look to learn from 
ugly loss to Alabama with 
playoff semifinal on deck 


By Charles Odum 


Associated Press 


ATHENS, Ga. — Nakobe Dean believes 
Georgia’s proud defense got the message 
in its humbling SEC championship game 
loss to Alabama. 

The wake-up call was received. 

Now Dean and other team leaders are 
working to make sure No. 3 Georgia takes 
advantage of those painful lessons in the 
Dec. 31 College Football Playoff semifinal 
in the Orange Bow] against No. 2 Michigan. 

“We have had discussions on the team 
about how we are going to build off the 
game and the type of impact it had on us,” 
Dean, Georgia’s inside linebacker, said 
Wednesday. “We look forward to it having 
nothing but a positive effect.” 

Dean said Georgia defensive tackle 
Jordan Davis has said “the smelling salts 
kind of woke us up a little bit” in the 41-24 
loss to Alabama on Dec. 24 in Atlanta. 

Added Dean: “Basically I feel like it lit a 
fire under us to make us work harder.” 

The Bulldogs faced no serious tests in 
their 12-0 regular season. They were the 
unanimous No. 1 team in the AP Top 25 
for more than half the season. Defense 
deserved much of the credit. Georgia led the 
nation in scoring defense and total defense. 

That’s why the lopsided loss to Alabama 
was So unexpected. 

Clearly, the defense didn’t play like a 
top-ranked unit with the Southeastern 
Conference championship on the line. 
Georgia’s national championship hopes 
may rest on the unit reclaiming its swagger. 

“Losing that game gave us a wake-up 
call to know that we’re not invincible,” said 
safety Lewis Cine, who is tied with Dean for 
the team lead with 61 tackles. 


BRIEFS 


“We have a good defense, we have a great 
team, but we can lose if we’re not in our top 
shape, if we’re not ready.” 

Cine said there were mistakes on the field 
and on the sideline. 

“I’m going to look in the mirror and say 
we did a whole lot of things wrong, player 
wise, whatever it may be, coaching wise, 
we did a whole lot of things wrong that 
didn’t go well for us,” Cine said. “There 
were a whole lot of busts on our part, there 
were a lot of missed calls on our part and 
clearly Alabama took advantage of it and 
it showed.” 

Cine said in the return to practice, players 
are “really on their toes to soak everything 
in and really do things the right way moving 
forward.” 

After not allowing more than 17 points in 
an regular season game, the Bulldogs were 
embarrassed in the loss to Alabama. 

The defense still leads the nation with its 
average of 9.5 points per game. After giving 
up 536 yards to the Crimson Tide, Georgia 
dropped to second in total defense, allowing 
255.4 per game. 

There have been individual rewards for 
the defense’s strong season. 

Defensive coordinator Dan Lanning has 
been named Oregon’s coach. Lanning will 
remain with the team during the playoff. 
Coach Kirby Smart has named assistants is 
Will Muschamp and Glenn Schumann as 
co-defensive coordinators after Lanning. 

Meanwhile, Davis has won the Outland 
Trophy as the nation’s top interior lineman 
and Bednarik Award as the top defensive 
player. Dean won the Butkus Award as the 
nation’s top linebacker. 

If Georgia’s defense can win atonement, 
a possible reward could be a rematch with 
Alabama for the national championship. 

“T’ve got faith in this team,” Dean said. “I 
love my brothers on this team. I know what 
we can do and I know the type of game that 
we played that day, we were just outplayed. 
We weren’t making plays. It was not char- 
acteristic of us. Not at all.” 


Enhanced virus protocols for NHL 


News services 


With the number of coronavirus cases and 
game postponements climbing, the NHL is 
reintroducing enhanced COVID-19 protocols 
that include restricting players to staying in 
their hotels while on the road in abid to limit 
a growing outbreak among players and staff. 

The enhanced protocols will be put into 
effect immediately and last through at least 
Jan. 7, a person with direct knowledge of 
discussions between the NHL and NHL 
Players’ Association told AP on Wednes- 
day. The person spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because the talks were private. 

Daily testing will also return for players 
and coaches as part of the decision, which 
was reached after two days of meetings and 
worsening conditions across the league on 
Wednesday as players and staff from three 
more teams were added to the league’s 
COVID-19 protocol list. 

That included 17 members of the Flames, 
who also had a fourth game postponed (Satur- 
day against the Blue Jackets). Coach Darryl 
Sutter and two assistants were on the list along 
with players Rasmus Andersson, Johnny 
Gaudreau among others, raising the number 
of Flames players in the protocol to 16. 


Colleges: CB Travis Hunter of Suwanee, Ga., 
the nation’s No. 1 high school football recruit, 
pulled a signing day shocker, deciding to 
attend Jackson State and play for coach Deion 
Sanders after being verbally committed to 
Florida State for months. Hunter was the top 
prospectin the country in 247 Sports’ compos- 
ite rankings, which take into account its own 
ratings plus those of other major recruiting 
websites. ... As the three-day December foot- 
ball signing period opened, Texas A&M has 
the nation’s top recruiting class according to 
247Sports composite rankings. ... UCLA men’s 
basketball coach Mick Cronin missed the No. 
4 Bruins’ game against Alabama State because 
of COVID-19 protocols. 


NBA: The league and the players union are 
working to finalize a plan to return to daily 
testing for players and coaches, at least in the 
short term, said the person who spoke to AP 
on condition of anonymity because nothing 
had been finalized or publicly announced... 
Rockets coach Stephen Silas was treated for 
dehydration in the locker room after leaving 
the court during the first quarter of their 
game against the Cavaliers. Assistant coach 
John Lucas took over. 


NFL: The Cardinals likely won’t have WR 
DeAndre Hopkins for the rest of the regular 
season, league sources told ESPN. Hopkins 
suffered asprained knee in Monday night’s 
30-23 loss to the Rams, but the team is hope- 
ful to get him back at some point in the post- 
season. ... Bills QB Josh Allen (sprained 
left foot) practiced on a limited basis in a 
noncontact walkthrough session three days 
after getting hurt in a 33-27 overtime loss to 
the Buccaneers. ... Giants QB Daniel Jones 
is likely to miss his third straight game 
because of a neck injury. Coach Joe Judge 
said Jones still has not been cleared for 
contact and Mike Glennon will start Sunday 
against the Cowboys. ... The NFL will play 
Super Bowl LVIII in Las Vegas following 
the 2023 season. ... The Browns’ COVID-19 
outbreak has widened and worsened as QB 
Baker Mayfield and coach Kevin Stefanski 
tested positive and will likely miss Satur- 
day’s game against the Raiders. 


NHL: Capitals C Nicklas Backstrom Back- 
strom was activated after missing the start 
of the season because of a left hip injury. 


Soccer: MLS’ regular season will start 
earlier than ever before in 2022 so play is 
wrapped up before the World Cup kicks off 
in Qatar. Eighteen teams will begin play on 
Feb. 26. The MLS Cup championship is set 
for Nov. 5, ahead of the start of the World 
Cup on Nov. 21. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday: vs. Providence, 
5 .m., FOX 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Sunday: vs. Louisville, 3:30 jo.m. 
(at Mohegan Sun), ESPN 











COLLEGE FOOTBALL NATIONAL EARLY SIGNING DAY 


Amid signing day chaos, SEC 
powers grab the top recruits 


Associated Press fourth straight top-10 class. programs.. 
Alabama, which won nine “NIL has been going on 
Through allthe changes ofthe previous 1lrecruit- foralongtime. It just hasn’t 


to the college sports land- 
scape with money-making 
opportunities for athletes 
and open transfers, one 
thing remains the same. 

A bunch of Southeastern 
Conference schools along 
with venerable programs 
like Ohio State and Texas 
are at or near the top of the 
national recruiting rank- 
ings. 

The three-day Decem- 
ber signing period opened 
on Wednesday and Texas 
A&M went into the evening 
with the lead according to 
the 247Sports Composite 
rankings of the recruiting 
wars. 

Aggies coach Jimbo 
Fisher put together his 


ing titles, was No. 2. Georgia 
was No. 3, marking the fifth 
straight year the Bulldogs 
have been in the top five. 

The team rankings could 
change with the next letter- 
of-intent period beginning 
Feb. 2. 

Coaches said the recruit- 
ing process now has players 
taking into consideration 
where they could make 
the most money through 
endorsement work. The 
NCAA in July began allow- 
ing athletes to monetize 
use of their name, image 
and likeness. Some schools 
are better positioned than 
others in this new frontier 
and millions of dollars are 
swirling around the biggest 


been above board,” Fisher 
said. 

Top of the heap: Texas 
A&M signed 12 play- 
ers ranked in the top 100 
nationally. Two of its three 
five-star prospects are 
defensive linemen: Walter 
Nolen of Powell, Tennes- 
see, and Gabriel Brown- 
low-Dindy of Lakeland, 
Florida. The other is quar- 
terback Conner Weigman of 
Cypress, Texas. The Aggies 
have 17 four-stars. 

Alabama brought in 
three five-star players and 
16 four-stars, with edge 
rusher Jeremiah Alexan- 
der of Alabaster, Alabama, 
the highest rated of the 21 
signed by coach Nick Saban. 





UCONN» 


Five-star Ty Simpson of 
Martin, Tennessee, joins a 
deep quarterback room led 
by Heisman Trophy winner 
Bryce Young. 

Georgia signed 21 players, 
including four five-stars and 
12 four-stars. ... Amid all the 
decommitments shadow- 
ing the coaching changes 
this fall, the most surpris- 
ing came Wednesday when 
cornerback Travis Hunter 
of Suwanee, Georgia, rated 
the No. 1 overall national 
recruit, spurned Florida 
State to sign with Deion 
Sanders and Jackson State 
of the lower-tier Football 
Championship Subdivi- 
sion. ... Five-star QB Walker 
Howard (Lafayette, Loui- 
siana) made good on his 
pledge and signed with LSU 
and new coach Brian Kelly. 
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UCONN FOOTBALL 


‘There’s a 
lot in store 
in Storrs’ 


Bristol Central’s Rosa 
signs with Huskies 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


BRISTOL — Victor Rosa had second 
thoughts, naturally. The coaches 
who originally convinced him to go 
to UConn were gone, and who was to 
say what Jim Mora and his staff had 
in mind? 

But when Rosa returned to spend a 
weekend at UConn with the new staff, 
he texted his coach at Bristol Central, Jeff 
Papazian, “Coach, I think this is home” 

Rosa, the Gatorade player of the 
year in Connecticut, put pen to paper 
in the school’s auditorium Wednes- 
day. He’s all in on Mora’s vision for the 
program. 

“We’re going to turn this program 
around together,” Rosa said. “There’s 
a lot in store in Storrs, just wait.” 

Rosa, 5 feet 11 and 187 pounds, quar- 
terbacked the Rams into the CIAC 
Class L playoffs, where they lost to 
Maloney. He rushed for 2,728 yards, 
passed for 841 and accounted for 41 
touchdowns. 

At UConn, he’ll be a running back, 
receiver and kick returner as Mora 
intends to find ways to get the ball in 
Rosa’s hands. Edsall’s staff had envi- 
sioned him as a receiver. 

“There really isn’t anything that 
he can not do,” Mora said. “We plan 
to use him as a running back and slot 
[receiver], trying to get him matched 
up on a linebacker, on a safety. We 
want to get him the ball in space so he 
can use his speed, athleticism, quick- 
ness to his advantage and ours.” 

Rosa is close friends with Dono- 
van Clingan, the 7-1 center at Bristol 
Central who committed to UConn to 
play basketball. When Randy Edsall 
retired and Mora came with an 
entirely new staff, Rosa began doing 
research. 

“That definitely had me question- 
able,” Rosa said, “so I had to sit back 
and weigh my options. The new 
coaching staff came in and I took my 
official visit that weekend and the 
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Bristol Central star Victor Rosa, the Gatorade Player of the Year in Connecticut, 
signs his letter of intent to play at UConn as his father, Glenn, and mother Deanna 
look on in BC’s auditorium Wednesday. DOM AMORE/HARTFORD COURANT 


bond we made was amazing, the plans 
we talked about were amazing as well. 
Everything fell into place. I feel coach 
Mora believes in me and I definitely 
believe in him. The whole plan with 
them using me in the backfield and in 
the slot, it’s a great opportunity.” 

Several schools contacted Rosa, 
and he spoke with some. He took 
an unofficial visit to Syracuse, but 
locked back in with UConn after his 
visit with Mora and the staff, includ- 
ing running backs coach E.J. Barthel, 
who had come from the NFL’s Caro- 
lina Panthers. 

“UConn right now is ina good spot, 
we feel, as a family,” said Glenn Rosa, 
Victor’s father. “They’re going to go 
one way, they’re going to go up. We’re 
going to play on big stages, play in 
big games, he’s going to have every 
opportunity right there for him. I just 
liked how excited they were for my 
son. Everybody there is on the same 
page. They’re going to turn that thing 
around, and the people who don’t 
believe it? Go to the game, hide in the 
bushes and watch, because it’s going 
to happen.” 

Mora has vowed to emphasize 
Connecticut in his recruiting. While 
Rosa was the only player from a CIAC 
school to sign on Wednesday, Mora 
did land three prep school players, 
Derek Spearman, Brady Wayburn and 
Denzel Mountali from Loomis Chaf- 


fee in Windsor, and another from St. 
Thomas More in Oakdale. 


UConn gets three 
from Loomis-Chaffee 


The Loomis players, who helped 
win the New England Class A cham- 
pionship this past fall, signed their 
letters in a ceremony in the school’s 
athletic center. Wayburn, an Edsall 
recruit who stayed the course, is 
6-5 and 303 from Gastonia, N.C., the 
hometown of UConn basketball player 
Isaiah Whaley. Spearman, 6-3, 185, is 
a defensive back who could grow into 
a linebacker; and Mountali, 6-3 and 
244, is a tight end who could project 
to outside linebacker at UConn. 

“Brady is a really big man, an inte- 
rior [defensive] lineman,” Mora said. 
“But he’s a 6-5, 300-plus guy that loves 
football, big broad shoulders, athletic 
guy, he can help us on the interior. 
Derek is a long, wide-shouldered 
athlete. I think this guy could end 
up being 6-3, 225 without losing his 
athleticism. He’s a raw kid with huge 
upside. Denzel is a big body, athletic 
guy that played both sides of the ball. 
He’s got linebacker traits, outside line- 
backer traits to be specific.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 


Wrestling 


from Page 1 


Things felt pretty bleak, 
like they were never going 
to be able to wrestle again. 

“(A return to competi- 
tion| felt so far away,’ Finn 
said. “It was a little demo- 
tivating.” 

At least Finn had his 


brothers — 2020 State Open 
132-pound champion Ty, 
now at Virginia Tech; his 
twin Ryan and youngest 
brother Coleman, who is a 
freshman — to wrestle with. 

“We were a little sad,” 
Kulyyev said. “The seniors 
didn’t get to wrestle.” 

But Kulyyev and his twin 
brother Benny (Simsbury’s 
heavyweight) had the chance 


Did you know? 


The majority of medical malpractice lawsuits are 
brought because of misdiagnosis of an illness. 
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to spend time in the weight 
room and now are both on 
varsity for the first time. 
“My sophomore year, 
I wasn’t varsity then so it 
was hard to find time on the 
mat,” Benny said. “I really 
took the weight room as one 
of the things to get better, I 
was dedicated. It got me 
to the point where I was 
moving like a lightweight 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


in a heavyweight division. 
My hips got alot more fluid. 
In wrestling, you need your 
hips. It helped me a lot. I 
just worked on my mobility. 

“T just stuck to the path, 
listened to the coaches, did 
all the summer programs 
and got better.” 


Lori Riley can be reached 
at lriley@courant.com. 


UConn 


from Page 1 


Rosa from Bristol Central, 
who will be an all-purpose 
player at UConn, signed as 
expected. 

Murawski, 6 feet 6, 344 
pounds, is a offensive tackle 
who can also long snap. 

“He’s a massive man,” 
Mora said “He'll probably 
play at 320-325 pounds. His 
hands are like 11 % inches, 
size 18 feet, the circumfer- 
ence of his knee was 19 %4 so 
he might not be done grow- 
ing. He would snap it and be 
the first guy down the field 
making the tackle.” 

Rose and the three Loomis 
players were planning sign- 
ing ceremonies Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Mora, who coached in 
the NFL and at UCLA, got 
several players who had 
de-committed or wavered in 
their commitment when he 
was hired Nov. 11 to recom- 
mit to UConn. He gave a lot 
of credit to Michael Zyskow- 
ski, UConn director of player 
personnel, for the long hours 
he put in. 

“When you come into a 
new situation you have two 
choices,’ Mora said. “You 
can concede the class alittle 
bit and start building toward 
the future, or you can attack 
it and say ‘we’re going to 
point towards now as we 
build for the future, and 
that’s what we did.” 

Donovan Branch a 6-foot- 
2, 234-pound defensive 
end from Chicago who is 
projected as an edge rusher, 
addresses UConn’s need to 
put pressure on the quar- 
terback. The Huskies had 
only 12 sacks as a team in 
2021. Branch had 11 sacks, 
56 total tackles, 20 for a loss, 
four forced fumbles and two 
fumble recoveries at Foun- 
dation Academy. 

“He’s a playmaker that 
can come off the edge and 
create havoc in the back- 
field,” Mora said. 

Branch is a re-commit. 
D’Mon Brinson, a 5-foot-9, 
172-pound defensive back 
from Miami, never wavered, 
Mora said. Both came for 
second visits. 

“T think [Brinson’s| a 
savvy football player,’ Mora 
said. “You see a lot of guys 
get themselves in position 
to make a play but at the 
moment of truth they don’t 
make the play. D’Mon is a 
guy who makes the play.” 

Bo Estes, a 6-foot-2, 
224-pound versatile tight 
end from Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
was playing at Northeast 


Spanos 


from Page 1 


for most yards (617.4) and 
points (50.42) allowed per 
game. Spanos, 50, who had 
been a linebackers coach 
in the NFL with the Steel- 
ers, Redskins and Titans, 
and spent 2018 as an analyst 
on Nick Saban’s staff at 
Alabama, was hired to 
rebuild UConn’s defense. 

The improvement was 
incremental in 2019, 467.3 
yards and 40.5 points per 
game. The 2020 season was 
canceled due to COVID-19. 

Spanos was put in charge 
of the program when Randy 
Edsall retired after two 
games and, though the 
Huskies were more compet- 
itive in some games, they 
beat only Yale and finished 
1-11, allowing 453.2 yards 
per game, 110th among 130 
teams in FBS. 

The program has devel- 
oped some notable defensive 
players, including defensive 
tackle Travis Jones, who will 
play in the Senior Bowl, and 
linebacker Jackson Mitch- 


Oklahoma A&M. 

“We think he’s a tremen- 
dous athlete who can work 
in space and create matchup 
problems,” Mora said. 

Kylish Hicks, a 6-foot, 
194-pound athlete from the 
Baltimore area, committed 
earlier this week. 

“This guy is a wide 
receiver as we see him now, 
but he is equally adept at 
defensive back,” Mora said. 
“This guy’s an explosive 
playmaker.” 

Justin Joly, a 6-foot-3, 
215 pound tight end from 
Iona Prep in New Rochelle, 
New York, is a hybrid wide 
receiver, tight end. 

“Tremendous athlete,” 
Mora said. “Still has a ways 
to go in developing his body, 
but watching him move 
in space, you say, ‘wow, 
this guy’s really got special 
traits.” 

Nate Voorhis, 6-2, 229 
pounds, re-committed to 
UConn, and Jeff Passamore, 
a 6-1, 298 pounder from 
Florida, will join the defen- 
sive line, pass-rushing corps. 
Passamore, an interior line- 
man, is the only signee Mora 


hadn’t met personally. 

The Huskies also picked 
up Matt Hoffman, a 6-4, 214 
pound defensive lineman 
from Cheltenham, Pennsy]l- 
vania. 

More signees were 
expected later in the day 
Wednesday and in the 
coming days, with a quar- 
terback a top priority. 

“We have work to do 
there,’ Mora said. “We’re 
going work in the trans- 
fer portal, with high school 
players. We are being 
ageressive there.” 

The one question Mora 
had to answer, for every 
recruit or parent is UConn’s 
status and future as an inde- 
pendent FBS program. He 
emphasized UConn’s future 
schedules, with games 
against Syracuse, Boston 
College, Michigan and other 
Power Five programs. 

“This is what I told them, 
because this is what I truly 
believe and feel,” Mora said. 
“It doesn’t matter. It just 
doesn’t matter to me quite 
frankly it shouldn’t matter 
to them. It’s nice to play for 
a conference champion- 
ship, but when you come to 
UConn you get a chance to 
play some of the best football 
teams on the biggest stages. 
If you are a competitor and 
you want to challenge your- 
self against the best, then 
you want to come here.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 


ell, one of the leading tack- 
lers in FBS. 

Mora had hired a new 
defensive backs coach, 
Dalton Hilliard, linebackers 
coach Siriki Diabate, but still 
needs a defensive line coach. 
Much of Mora’s experience 
is on the defensive side of 
the ball, including stints as 
defensive coordinator with 
the 49ers and defensive 
backs coach with the Char- 
gers, Saints and Seahawks in 
the NFL. 

UCLA was 9-5 and 10-3 
in the two seasons Spanos 
worked under Mora. 

“Lou possesses an 
outstanding football mind 
and he was a terrific defen- 
sive coordinator on my staff 
for two years at UCLA,” 


Mora said. “The job Lou did 
for UConn football in 2021 
was admirable and it’s clear 
that he has a passion for this 
team and a great relation- 
ship with our student-ath- 
letes. I’m looking forward 
to getting back to work with 
Lou.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 





SHORTS 


Ainge ready to make sweet music 


Danny Ainge, who helped the Celt- 
ics win two NBA titles as a player and 
another as a team executive, is the 
new CEO of the Jazz. Ainge stepped 
into his new role Wednesday. He was 
also named an alternate governor for 
the Jazz on the NBA’s Board of Gover- 
nors. “Joining the Jazz was a natural 
and perfect fit for me, as my roots in Utah are deep and 
strong,” Ainge said in a statement announcing his new 
position. Ainge stepped down from the Celtics front office 
in June, just hours after they were eliminated from the 
postseason. He won championships in Boston as a player 
in 1984 and 1986 and took over as president of basketball 
operations in 2003. He was voted the league’s top execu- 
tive in 2008, when the Celtics won their 17th champion- 
ship — an NBA record that has since been matched by the 
Lakers. Although he made one All-Star team and was the 
starting guard on two Celtics champions, Ainge’s greatest 
accomplishment in Boston was constructing a new Big 
Three of Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen that in 
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— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


Johnson going all in with IndyCar 


Jimmie Johnson will enter the India- 
napolis 500 next year and run a full Indy- 
Car schedule. The seven-time NASCAR 
champion had been speeding toward the 
Indy 500 decision he finally announced 
Wednesday since he moved to IndyCar 
earlier this year. Johnson ran only the 
road and street courses in his first season 
of open-wheel racing because of safety concerns he had 
about ovals. But as he settled into his new job with Chip 
Ganassi Racing, Johnson grew more comfortable with the 
car, series safety enhancements and, ultimately, racing on 
ovals. He tested at both Indianapolis Motor Speedway and 
Texas Motor Speedway, but still played coy about commit- 
ting to “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing.” Not anymore. 
Johnson will enter all 17 races on next year’s IndyCar sched- 
ule in the No. 48 with sponsorship again from Carvana. “I’m 
really excited about this next chapter of my career,’ Johnson 
said. Johnson, who turned 46 in September, walked away 
from NASCAR at the end of the 2020 season to become an 
IndyCar rookie. He ran 12 races and finished a career-best 





2008 ended the longest title drought in franchise history. 


17th at the season finale in Long Beach. 





Warriors guard Stephen Curry hugs his father Dell after scoring a three-pointer during the first half Tuesday at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. Curry hit his 2,974th career 3-pointer Tuesday night, breaking the record set by Ray Allen. MARY ALTAFFER/AP 


NBA 


Long-range champion 


Curry sets career 3-point 
mark, still plenty in tank 


By Brian Mahoney 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Stephen Curry never 
wanted to say it himself, even if others 
have been saying it for years. 

He refused to call himself the 
greatest shooter of them all until the 
numbers said so. 

And now? 

“T got that baby,” Curry said, raising 
his arms high in the air. 

He struck the same pose hours earlier 
Tuesday night after shooting his way to 
the top ofthe NBA record book with his 
2,974th 3-pointer in the first quarter of 
the Warriors’ win over the Knicks. 

Curry broke the record set by Ray 
Allen, who held it for 10 years after 
passing Reggie Miller. They were both 
at the game and presented Curry with 
ajersey with a 2,974 on the back. 

That number could be 4,000 or 
more by the time Curry is done play- 
ing a game in a way that barely existed 
before him. 

“He has totally changed the game of 
basketball as we know it,’ teammate 
Draymond Green said. 

Curry hit the record shot from the 
right wing with 7:33 remaining in the 
first quarter, waving his arms toward 
the sky, blowing a kiss and pounding 
his chest as he jogged backward down 
court. The Warriors then committed a 
foul and quickly called timeout to let 
the celebration begin. 

Curry went and embraced his father, 
Dell Curry, who was seated along a 
baseline, while Bob McKillop, his 


coach at Davidson, stood in the stands 
and beamed alongside Larry Riley, who 
drafted Curry for the Warriors. Then 
came a hug from Green, among others 
and, finally, Curry trotted back across 
the court for along embrace and a few 
congratulatory words from Allen. 

Curry already owns two of the top 
three seasons for 3-pointers — includ- 
ing the only season with 400 3s — and 
now has the career record. 

It came at Madison Square Garden, 
where Curry had one of his early-ca- 
reer highlights on Feb. 27, 2013, when 
he made 11 3-pointers and scored 54 
points. He’s gone on to win two MVP 
awards and three championships 
while becoming one of the biggest, 
most popular stars in the game. 

Fans waited long afterward while he 
conducted a postgame interview on the 
court, chanting “MVP! MVP!” when 
he finished. 

“T think fans are attracted to him just 
because of his humility and his story 
and how hard he’s had to work, so from 
that standpoint it transcends sports 
somewhat,” Golden State coach Steve 
Kerr said before the game. 

Curry had been far from his best 
beyond the arc to start this road trip, 
going 3 for 14 in Philadelphia and then 
5 for 15 in Indiana. But with his abil- 
ity to go from slumping to surging in a 
hurry, Kerr predicted a breakout would 
be coming soon. 

It came quickly Tuesday. Curry hit 
from straightaway on his first attempt, 
and fans around the arena stood as he 
was dribbling the ball across center court 
on the next possession. He launched an 
ugly attempt that he missed. 

The record-breaker came on his next 
shot and was vintage Curry. He gave the 


ball up and eventually raced back to the 
outside, getting the ball back and seem- 
ingly launching it in the same motion 
before a defender could get out to him. 

Not an easy shot, but Curry has made 
it so many times he knew this one was 
pure. 

“Oh, for sure,” he said. 

It’s that quick shot — whether after 
catching it or on the dribble — and the 
ability to release from so far behind the 
arc that’s made him a shooter unlike 
any before him. 

“He’s the best shooter I’ve ever 
seen, and I think it’s clear he is the best 
catch-and-shoot player,’ former Dallas 
superstar Dirk Nowitzki recently said. 
“But where he’s so good is off the drib- 
ble, and I think that’s something that 
he added, the quick 3 off the dribble. 
It’s one motion and his shot is gone.” 

None of Curry’s stardom was guaran- 
teed when he entered the league in 2009 
as the No.7 pick from Davidson, far from 
one of the basketball powerhouses that 
usually produce the top players. 

But with perhaps an unmatched 
combination of dribbling and shooting 
accuracy, he led a long-distance revo- 
lution that has turned the 3-pointer 
from an afterthought in NBA offenses 
into a weapon. He has led the league 
in 3-pointers six times and is well on 
his way to a seventh for a resurgent 
Warriors team that again has the 
league’s best record at 23-5. 

Curry could put the record well out 
ofreach at his current pace: He entered 
the night making 5.4 3-pointers per 
game this season, best of his career. 

Curry, 33, has now played 789 games, 
with perhaps a few more seasons at 
the top. At the same point in his career, 
Allen had 1,918 3s. 


Lawrence swimming in Jags’ drama 


Trevor Lawrence has never experi- 
enced this much drama in a football 
season. Not in college. Not in high 
school. Not as a kid growing up in 
Cartersville, Georgia. Jacksonville’s 
starting quarterback is ready for it to 
end, too. “I do think that has to change 
and that’s something that we need to 
work on for sure,” Lawrence said. “You can’t always be in 
the headlines. You just got to go play football, and that’s 
where we're trying to get, and I have no doubt we'll get 
there.” No one expects it to happen anytime soon. The 
Jaguars (2-11) have been mostly a punchline since hiring 
coach Urban Meyer in January. Meyer has created head- 
lines and headaches for just about everyone inside the 
team’s football facility, and team owner Shad Khan said 
Monday “what’s different about this thing is you have 
losses and you have drama.” The latest one involves former 
Jaguars player Josh Lambo claiming Meyer kicked him 
during practice in August. Lambo told the Tampa Bay 
Times that Meyer kicked him in the leg while he was 
stretching at the start of a preseason practice. AP 


NFL INSIDE THE NUMBERS 


Bucs QB Brady 
keeps hitting new 
milestones at 44 


By Josh Dubow 


Associated Press 


Tom Brady keeps hitting new milestones at age 44. 

Brady threw his 700th career touchdown pass in the 
regular season and playoffs with a 58-yarder to Breshad 
Perriman in overtime on Sunday that gave the Buccaneers 
a 33-27 win over the Bills. 

Brady’s second career overtime TD pass improved his 
career record against the Bills to 32-3, for the most wins in 
the regular season and playoffs by one quarterback against 
an opponent. Next on the list is Brady’s 30 wins over the 
Jets, followed by Brett Favre’s 28 wins against the Lions. 

Earlier in the game against the Bills, Brady ran for a 
1-yard score, giving him his 10th touchdown since turn- 
ing 40 and tying Jerry Rice for the most in NFL history. 

Brady has rushed for nearly half of all the TDs by play- 
ers in their 40s, with everyone else combining for 11, led 
by Doug Flutie’s four. 

Brady also surpassed Drew Brees’ record of 7,142 career 
completions, giving Brady the NFL mark for yards pass- 
ing (83,338), TD passes (617), and completions (7,156) in 
the regular season. 

Brady reached the 4,000-yard passing mark for the 13th 
time, one shy of Peyton Manning’s record. Brady leads the 
NFL with 4,134 yards passing this season and can break 
his own mark as the oldest player to accomplish that feat. 

Brady set the mark when he led the league in yards 
passing at age 40 in 2017, surpassing Hall of Famer Fran 
Tarkenton, who was 38 when he did it in 1978 in the final 
year of his career. 


Back to back 


Justin Herbert of the Chargers became the first player 
in NFL history to throw for at least 30 TDs passes in each 
of his first two seasons when he threw for three scores in 
a 37-21 win over the Giants. 

Herbert followed up last season’s rookie-record 31 TD 
passes with 30 more so far this season. Herbert (23 years, 
277 days) was the second-youngest player to reach the 60 
TD mark, trailing only Dan Marino (23 years, 78 days). 

Earlier against the Giants, Herbert threw a 59-yard 
strike to Jalen Guyton that traveled 63.8 yards in the air, 
according to NFL NextGen stats. That’s the second-lon- 
gest throw on a completion pass this season and the 10th 
pass in Herbert’s career that traveled at least 55 yards in 
the air, the most in the NFL since the start of last season. 


Close calls 


The Vikings have played 10 straight games decided 
by eight points or fewer after beating the Steelers 36-28 
last Thursday. That’s two games shy of tying the longest 
streak in NFL history, shared by the 2015 Ravens and 
1989 Chargers. 

The Vikings also became the 15th team in the Super 
Bowl era to take a lead of at least six points in each of 
the first 13 games of the season. The Vikings have only 
managed a 6-7 record despite that, while 13 of the other 
14 teams won at least 10 games. 

The 1991 Saints (9-4) had the worst record of that group 
before the Vikings as those 14 teams combined for an .852 
winning percentage. 


Wild quarter 


The Bears and Packers played a second quarter unlike 
any other in NFL history. 

The teams combined for six touchdowns, one field goal 
and 45 points in the highest-scoring quarter in the storied 
history of the rivalry. 

But the big plays went beyond that. Five of the six touch- 
downs came on plays of more than 35 yards, the first time 
in NFL records dating to 1925 that happened in a quarter. 

Jakeem Grant scored on a 46-yard catch and a Bears 
record 97-yard punt return, Damiere Byrd had a 54-yard 
TD catch for the Bears, Rasul Douglas returned an inter- 
ception 55 yards fora TD and Aaron Rodgers threw a 
38-yard touchdown pass to Davante Adams. 

Grant’s punt return TD was the first in the NFL this 
season. This is the first time in the Super Bow] era no 
team returned a punt for a score in the first 13 weeks. 


Just for kicks 


In one week, the NFL doubled the number of success- 
ful onside kicks for the season. 

The Cardinals, Bears, Ravens and Giants all pulled off 
the feat in the fourth quarter of their games, although 
none were able to turn those into wins. 

There had been four successful onside kicks the first 13 
weeks of the season, including a surprise one by the Lions 
against the Rams in Week 7. 

This marked just the fourth time since 1991 that there 
were four successful onside kick recoveries in the same 
week, according to Sportradar, with the last time coming 
in Week 13 of the 2019 season. 

This was the first time that all four came in the fourth 
quarter when teams knew they were coming. 
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TUESDAY'SLATE =— 101026 
HIGH SCHOOL S 2713 8—- 30 CCC-Inter 
WL 7 710 14-— 38 
RESULTS ee E.O. SMITH 42, NEW BRITAIN 30 
Note: Oberg had a double-double with Note: First career win for new E.O. 
11rebounds, 3blocks, Sales had 10 Smith coach Bill Corrente. 
CCC-West rebounds and Picard and MacDougald EAST HARTFORD 66, PLATT 15 


SIMSBURY 47, CONARD 19 

CONARD (0-1): Callie Cosgrove 2-0-4, 
Emily Knowles 4-3-12, Taiana Harrison 
0-1-1, Sophia Lynch 0-0-0, Emilia Santi- 
ago 0-0-0, Kathryn Torla 1-0-2. Totals 
7-4-19. 

SIMSBURY (1-0): Lauren Sabia 7-0-17, 
Moira Hughes 1-0-2, Katie Perlitz 0-0-0, 
Olivia Jarvis 4-0-8, Alex Peterson 0-0-0, 
Faye Kaplinski 4-0-9, Amanda Gallagher 
4-0-11. Totals 20-0-47. 


C 0 2 710- 19 
s 11 11 12 13-— 47 


Note: Jarvis had 10rebounds and Perlitz 
had 5steals. 

CCC-Inter 

MALONEY 62, SOUTH WINDSOR 53 
MALONEY (1-0): Evelyn Beltran 5-0-12, 
Amal Bahili 0-1-1, Gracey Massicotte 
4-6-15, Deja Riddle 1-0-2, Madalyn 
Plumberg 0-1-1, Nadia Berrios-Lugo 
1-0-2, Jaylice Rosario 12-5-29, Daisy 
Delgado 0-0-0. Totals 23-13-62. 

SOUTH WINDSOR (0-1): Anna Matus 
6-0-16, Lexi Wheeler 2-0-6, Katie Bull- 
ock 0-0-0, Anna Kim 0-0-0, Reagan 
Heafey-DeAngelis 0-3-3, Maria Galley 
10-6-26, Katie Dunn 1-0-2. Totals 19-9- 
53. 


M 10 16 10 26— 62 
SW 11 15 11 16— 53 


Note: Rosario had a double-double with 
16rebounds, 4steals. 

MIDDLETOWN 63, HALL 50 
MIDDLETOWN (1-0): Shalyn Smith 
2-2-6, Jada Bryant 2-1-5, Alexa DeSena 
2-0-5, Tyah Pettaway 6-8-21, Jahne 
Carrenard 2-1-5, Tajahnae Brock 1-3-5, 
Shadae Bushay 6-3-16. Totals 21-18-63. 
HALL (0-1): Talia Sortman 4-2-10, 
Meghan Murray 1-0-2, Rylan Priest 
4-0-9, Mackenzie Mandyck 4-4-15, Julia 
Zydanowicz 3-0-6, Anna Siciliano 0-1-1, 
Madison Maxwell 1-0-2, Abby Magen- 
dantz 1-5-7. Totals 18-12-52. 


M 19 17 15 12— 63 
H 8 10 11 23— 52 


PLATT 38, HARTFORD PUBLIC 27 
HARTFORD PUBLIC (0-1): Ty Mercado 
1-3-6, Nuleika Lopez 0-0-0, Gigi Perry 
4-1-12, Mari Figueroa 2-2-6, T’shyra 
Morrison 0-0-0, Shakera Morris 1-0-3. 
Totals 8-6-27. 

PLATT (1-0): Vianna Alcantara 2-2-6, 
Asia Felix DeJesus 0-1-1, Kaylani Cruz 
0-0-0, Zaria Calloway 0-0-0, Khrystina 
Campbell 5-6-16, Antwanette Tann 
6-3-15. Totals 13-12-38. 


HP 8 9 3 7- 27 
P 413 13 8— 38 


Plainville at Enfield, 6:45p.m. 

E.0. SMITH 51, BRISTOL EASTERN 40 
E.O. SMITH (1-0): Olivia Verboven 1-4-6, 
Kate McAvoy 1-0-3, Clair Greene 2-2-8, 
Lilli Clark 8-5-21, Maddie Hughes 1-5-7, 
Bella Mallory 3-0-6. Totals 16-16-51. 
BRISTOL EASTERN (0-1): Taigan Parent 
3-2-9, Emily Piendak 0-0-0, Ciara Collins 
5-9-22, Janessa Gonzalez 0-2-2, Emma 
Stavens 2-2-7. Totals 10-15-40. 


EOS 11 18 13 9-— 51 
BE 13 5 10 12— 40 


BERLIN 29, GLASTONBURY 21 

BERLIN (1-0): Jenna Wenzel 1-0-2, 
Maddy Sadowski 2-2-6, Emma Elison 
2-0-4, Alivia Halkias 0-5-5, Kailee 
DeMaio 4-4-12. Totals 9-11-29. 
GLASTONBURY (0-1): Sydney Kehl 
0-0-0, Kiley Feeney 2-0-5, Alyssa Healey 
2-0-4, Skylar Fiske 1-0-2, Gisel Astiasa- 
ran 1-0-2, Madison Handrahan 2-0-6, 
Cora Cwiertiwicz 1-0-2. Totals 9-0-21. 
NCCC 

WINDSOR LOCKS 38, SOMERS 30 
SOMERS (0-1): Sydney Cassidy 3-7-15, 
Shea Cassidy 1-1-3, Eliana Wood 3-1-9, 
Grace Masowicz 1-0-2, Halle Watt 0-1-1, 
Deidre Dalessio 0-0-0. Totals 8-10-30. 
WINDSOR LOCKS (1-0): Alana Picard 
2-3-8, Angelina Jones 1-2-5, Carly 
MacDougald 3-5-11, Tristin Oberg 
3-5-11, Gabby Sales 1-1-3. Totals 


each had 6steals. 


Shoreline 


PORTLAND 43, OLD SAYBROOK 35 

OLD SAYBROOK (0-1): Breleigh Cook 
4-0-10, Nora Kulman 1-1-3, Ella Hagel- 
stom 4-1-9, Cassy Johnson 1-2-4, Alex 
Ling 1-0-2, Meghan Wilcox 1-0-2, Kylie 
Lake 1-1-3, Makenna Cook 0-2-2. Totals 


13-7-35. 


PORTLAND (1-0): Hannah Brunk 7-6-21, 
Kendra Schoeps 1-0-2, Morganne 
Pineda 5-4-14, Sam Lasky 2-1-5, Jamie 
Lasky 0-1-1. Totals 15-12-43. 


Others 


COVENTRY 62, NORWICH TECH 13 
COVENTRY (1-0): Jenna Hoffman 3-0-6, 
Emma Smith 2-0-4, Natalie Neal 3-0-6, 
Charlotte Jordan 8-5-22, Cat Cunha 
1-0-2, LeeAnn Zajac 1-2-4, Anaka Eaton 
5-3-13, Sam Coughlin 2-1-5. Totals 


25-11-62. 


NORWICH TECH (0-1): Kaylee Gray 
2-2-6, Autumn Lovett 0-0-0, Autumn 
Hanks 1-3-5, Abigail Ulrich 0-0-0, 
Ashlyn Bill 1-0-2. Totals 4-5-13. 


Cc 
NT 


24 12 
2 2 


Note: Jordan had 5steals. 


SHEEHAN 


71, CANTON 44 


18 
5 


8— 62 
4- 13 


CANTON (0-1): Jenna Cuniowski 8-6-26, 
Avery Brown 4-0-10, Gabby DelSanto 
1-0-2, Avery Miller 1-0-2, Julia Lau 1-0-2, 
Madisyn Reardon 1-0-2. Totals 16-6-44. 
SHEEHAN (1-0): Reilly Hunter 3-0-6, 
Daria Jageosse 5-5-15, Maddie 
DiPasquale 6-0-15, Liv Cassesse 2-2-6, 
Molly Smolesnki 3-0-9, Ella Dorsey 
2-1-7, Nicki Moccio 1-0-3, Trinity LaVal- 
ley 2-0-5, Camryn Jambor 2-0-5. Totals 


25-6-1 1; 


C 
s 


BRANFOR 


11 6 
25 21 


D 53, SMSA 14 


10 17-— 44 
11 14- 71 


BRANFORD (1-0): Shelby Burnham 
11-0-24, Nina Shamas 2-0-4, Reanna 
Sachs 3-1-7, Lauren Kendrick 5-0-12, 
Ally Colburn 1-0-2, Lyra Clifford 2-0-4. 
Totals 24-1-53. 
SMSA (0-1): Mia Candelario 1-0-3, 
Nairoby Hiraldo 1-2-5, Aiyanna Brown 
3-0-6. Totals 5-2-14. 


B 
s 


22 14 
0 3 


6 12— 53 
7 4- 14 


WEDNESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL RESULTS 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CTC 

WILCOX TECH 31, CHENEY TECH 19 
CRAL 

PARISH HILL 44, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 16 
PARISH HILL (2-0): Kristie Zator 4-9-17, 
Lexi Smardon 4-0-8, Grace Quinn 
3-1-8, Charley Bennett 2-1-5, Ashlyn 
Kemp 1-2-4, Kaelyn Pearl 0-2-2. Totals 
12-15-44. 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP (1-1): Gabby Tins- 
ley 1-0-2, Jacky Beaupre 0-2-2, Faith 
Ramos 0-0-0, Gio Shaw 1-0-3, Shaniqua 
Thomas 3-3-9, Tatyanna Noguerra 
0-0-0, Mallory Thorpe 0-0-0, Ariell 
Cuyler 0-0-0. Totals 6-3-16. 


PH 10 716 9— 44 
CL 012 2 2— 16 
Others 

HOLY CROSS 55, MERCY 51 

| ={o)'4-F (ol ed ¢ af 

CCC-South 


E.0. SMITH/TOLLAND 3, ROCKY HILL 
CO-OP 2 


EOS 020-2 
RH 021-3 


Goals: EOS—Quentin Wry, Cole Shoen, 
Damian Till; RH—Jacob Nelson, Jeff 
Thebeau. Rec.: EOS—1-0; RH—0-1. 


SCC/SWC 

XAVIER 6, WEST HAVEN 3 
Others 

GLASTONBURY 4, BRANFORD 2 


ROCKY HILL 39, HALL 39 
CONARD 51, WINDSOR 18 


Others 
ELLIS TECH 48, ROCKVILLE 35 


THURSDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


ALL GAMES AT 6:45 P.M. UNLESS 
NOTED 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-North: Newington at Hartford 
Public 

CCC-South: Maloney at Middletown; 
Bristol Eastern at Plainville 

CCC-East: E.0. Smith at RHAM; East 
Hartford at Enfield 

CCC-West: Northwest Catholic at 
Farmington 

CCC-Inter: Simsbury at Rocky Hill, 6:30 
p.m.; Glastonbury at East Catholic; 
Windsor at Tolland; Berlin at Conard; 
Bulkeley at Hall; Bloomfield at Platt; 
Wethersfield at Avon, 7p.m.; South 
Windsor at Lewis Mills, 7p.m. 
Shoreline: Old Saybrook at Hale-Ray, 
7p.m.; Morgan at East Hampton, 7 
p.m.; Coginchaug at Old Lyme, 7p.m.; 
Westbrook at Portland, 7p.m.; Valley 
Regional at North Branford, 7p.m. 
NCCC: East Granby at Bolton; Suffield 
at Ellington; Somers at East Windsor, 
7:15p.m. 

CTC: Wilcox Tech at Cheney Tech, 6:30 
p.m. 

CRAL: Weaver at Capital Prep, 6p.m.; 
Classical at Innovation, 7p.m. 

SCC: Foran at Hand, 7p.m.; Sheehan at 
Amity, 7p.m.; Cheshire at Xavier, 7p.m.; 
Lyman Hall at Guilford, 7p.m. 

ECC: Windham at Bacon Academy, 6 
p.m. 

Others: Coventry at Norwich Tech, 7 
p.m. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


NCCC: Somers at East Windsor, 5:30 
p.m.; Bolton at East Granby, 6p.m.; 
Rockville at Suffield 

Shoreline: North Branford at Valley 
Regional, 6p.m.; Haddam-Killingworth 
at Cromwell, 7p.m.; Hale-Ray at Old 
Saybrook, 7p.m.; Portland at West- 
brook, 7p.m.; East Hampton at Morgan, 
7p.m.; Old Lyme at Coginchaug, 7p.m. 
CRAL: Weaver at Achievement First, 5 
p.m.; Capital Prep at Aerospace, 6:15 
p.m. 

SCC: Amity at Lyman Hall, 7p.m. 

ECC: Bacon Academy at Waterford, 7 
p.m.; Plainfield at Windham, 7p.m. 
Others: Classical at Prince Tech, 5:15 
p.m.; University at SMSA, 5:30p.m.; 
Avon at Canton, 5:45p.m.; Granby at 
Simsbury, 7:15p.m. 


=o) 4-9 [oles 4-4 


CCC-North: Wethersfield at South 
Windsor, 3:10p.m. 


WRESTLING 


SCC: Xavier at Fairfield Prep, 5:30p.m. 


BOYS TRACK AND FIELD 


SCC: SCC Boys Developmental 1(Floyd 
Little AC, New Haven), 5:30p.m. 


TUESDAY’S LATE 
COLLEGE RESULTS 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 


ST. FRANCIS (PA.) 81, HARTFORD 66 
MONMOUTH 69, YALE 60 


RUTGERS 56, CENTRAL 45 
WEDNESDAY’S 
COLLEGE RESULTS 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


FAIRFIELD AT FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON, 
LATE 





The Mets are interviewing Buck Showalter for their manager position. AP FILE 


Manager interview schedule 
stops with Buck Showalter 


By Tim Healey ing them to middling levels of success but 
Newsday winning Manager of the Year three times 
(1994, 2004, 2014). 
NEW YORK — In the Mets’ final round Subscribe to Newsday’s sports newslet- 
of managerial interviews, they are saving _ ter 


the biggest name for last. Neither Quatraro nor Espada have 


Longtime major-league manager Buck 
Showalter will sit down in person with 
owner Steve Cohen and others on Friday, 
a source confirmed on Wednesday. 

He will go after Rays bench coach Matt 
Quatraro, who did the same on Tuesday, 
and Astros bench coach Joe Espada, who 
is scheduled for Thursday. The Mets didn’t 
have any of their three finalists in the build- 
ing on Wednesday. 

That means a decision on whom to hire 
could come at any point over the weekend 


managed in the majors, though Quatraro 
has done so in the minors and Espada in 
Puerto Rico’s winter league. 

Of the six people the Mets interviewed, 
half had major-league managing experi- 
ence: Showalter, plus Bob Geren (Athlet- 
ics) and Brad Ausmus (Tigers, Angels). 
Geren, Ausmus and Dodgers first-base 
coach Clayton McCullough did not make 
it past the first round. 

The Mets’ past three managerial hires 
were first-timers: Luis Rojas, Carlos 


or early next week. Beltran and Mickey Callaway. 
The interview schedule was first The past four World Series champions 
reported by ESPN. had managers in their first such job. They 


After various reports, citing anonymous 
Mets and other industry sources, identified 
Showalter as the favorite, he has become 
the odds-on betting favorite, too. BetOn- 
line, an internet gambling company, had 
him listed Wednesday as the ¥s favorite. 
The odds were much longer for Espada 
(/) and Quatraro (’/). 

Among the reasons for the buzz around 
Showalter: Cohen’s proclamation in 
November 2020 during his introductory 
news conference that “I’m not crazy about 
people learning on my dime.” Showalter 
spent 20 seasons managing the Yankees, 
Diamondbacks, Rangers and Orioles, lead- 


were Brian Snitker (Atlanta), Dave Roberts 
(Dodgers), Dave Martinez (Nationals) and 
Alex Cora (Red Sox). 

Minors hire: The Mets’ new minor- 
league pitching coordinator is Jonathan 
Armold, a source said. He spent the previ- 
ous five-years plus with the Rangers, 
including three years as the pitching coor- 
dinator. After pitching in the Brewers’ farm 
system in 2012-13, Armold transitioned to 
coaching. He has a master’s degree in orga- 
nizational behavior and executive coach- 
ing, according to his LinkedIn page, and 
a postgraduate degree in data science and 
business analytics. 
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Foods for Shab-e Yalda include, clockwise from top: pomegranates; hogweed to sprinkle on pomegranate seeds; baslogh (soft and chewy rosewater- 








infused walnut sweets); ajeel (mixed nuts, seeds and dried fruit); rice cookies and watermelon. MAX WHITTAKER/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Welcoming a solstice 
with pomegranates 


Iranians pass around symbolic foods to welcome back the light and longer days 


By Naz Deravian 
The New York Times 


On Shab-e Yalda, the Iranian 
celebration of the winter solstice, 
elders take turns reading from 
a book of poetry by celebrated 
14th-century Persian poet Hafez, 
and interpret the rhyming 
couplets as a form of fortunetell- 
ing. Their families listen and tell 
stories by candlelight, sing, laugh 
and fill the house with light and 
warmth while gathered around 
the korsi to graze on trays of deli- 
cately cracked clusters of pome- 
granates, sparkling bowls of their 
ruby red seeds and cool, crisp 
watermelon slices. 

Akorsi isa large, low square 
table that is heated underneath 
— by coals in the old days and 
electric heaters now. The table 
is draped with blankets, to tuck 
your legs under to keep them 
warm and cozy, and surrounded 
by cushions to lean against. 

While the use of a korsi is not 
common outside of Iran, Irani- 
ans in the diaspora create simi- 
larly inviting setups for their 
own Yalda celebrations. On this 
longest and darkest night of the 
year in the Northern Hemisphere, 
symbolic foods, pomegranates 
chief among them, are passed 
around to welcome back the light 
and longer days. 

The Yalda evening celebra- 
tions begin with dinner, but 
unlike Nowruz meals, there isn’t 
a set menu. Families typically 
feast on regional warming stews, 
rice dishes, ash — thick, hearty 
Iranian soups — and especially 
pomegranate-based dishes, such 
as khoresh morgh naardooni, 
khoresh-e fesenjoon and ash-e 
anar (pomegranate ash). 


Kaale seerabeh salad 
(salad with pomegranate 
dressing) 


Makes: 6 servings 

Total time: 10 minutes, plus 24 
hours’ marinating 

For the dressing: 

1cup pomegranate juice, plus more 
as needed 

1 cup pomegranate seeds 
Heaping % cup walnut halves 

2 large garlic cloves, coarsely 
chopped 

2 tablespoons lemon juice, plus 
more as needed 

1 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond 
Crystal) 

¥, teaspoon black pepper 

¥%, cup packed cilantro leaves 

1 tablespoon coarsely chopped 
mint leaves 

1 tablespoon coarsely chopped 
parsley leaves 

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 
Sugar, to taste (optional) 

For assembly: 

2 romaine lettuce hearts, or 4 to 6 
heads Little Gem lettuce 

2 large radishes (watermelon, red, 
white or daikon, or a mixture), thinly 
sliced into rounds 

1 large carrot (jpreferably purple), 
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Pomegranate molasses lends a tangy depth to khoresh morgh nardooni 
(pomegranate chicken stew), and pomegranate seeds on top add 
freshness. RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“Historically, the pome- 
granate — anar — holds special 
significance in Persian culture,” 
said Nader Mehravari, the food 
research fellow at San Francisco 
State University’s Center for 
Iranian Diaspora Studies. “Pome- 
granates originated in the region 
of modern-day Iran. From a reli- 
gious aspect, the pomegranate is 
considered a heavenly fruit and 
perhaps the original forbidden 
fruit. It is also a sign of fertility, 
light and goodness, which is why 
it is so auspicious on Yalda night 
as a symbolic opposing force of 
darkness.” 

This victory of light and good- 
ness over the forces of darkness 
has been celebrated by Iranians 
for more than 5,000 years. 

According to Mehravari, the 
origins of Yalda date back to 


peeled and sliced into %-inch-thick 
rounds 

1 large orange, segmented 

Kosher salt 

Bread, for serving 

1. Prepare the dressing: Place the 
pomegranate juice, pomegranate 
seeds, walnuts, garlic, lemon 

juice, salt and pepper in a blender, 
and blend until smooth. Add the 
cilantro, mint and parsley, and blend 
until smooth. With the blender 
running on low, drizzle in the olive 
oil. Taste and adjust seasoning. If 
the sauce is too sour, sprinkle ina 
little sugar; if it’s not acidic enough, 
add alittle more pomegranate juice 
or lemon juice, one tablespoon at a 
time. Be mindful that the flavors will 
meld more and pop as the sauce 
rests. Strain the sauce through a 
fine-mesh strainer and discard any 
tiny bits of pomegranate seeds. 
You should have 1% cups. Transfer 
the sauce to a container, cover 

and refrigerate overnight. (The 
sauce can be made up to 5 days in 
advance.) The sauce will thicken 
slightly as it rests, but it’s not a thick 
sauce. 

2. Assemble the salad: Remove 
the larger outer leaves of the 
romaine hearts and set aside for 





pre-Zoroastrian Mithraism, the 
worship of the god of the sun. It is 
said that Mithra was born on this 
day, and “Yalda” comes from the 
Cyrillic word meaning birth or 
rebirth. 

On Yalda, which falls on Dec. 
21 this year, it is customary to take 
refuge from the darkness and 
remain indoors, and to welcome 
the new light by staying up as 
long as possible. It is believed 
that, with the sun’s triumphant 
rise, our days will shine brighter 
and longer with hope and good 
will. 

For his Northern Iranian-in- 
spired dishes at Komaaj, a restau- 
rant and catering company, the 
Bay Area-based chef Hanif Sadr 
uses pomegranate in all its forms 
— seeds, juice, molasses. This 
year, his Yalda menu will include 


— 


an interpretation of seerabeh, 

a traditional Northern Iranian 
sauce. Seerabeh is tangy, made 
with walnuts, pomegranate juice 
(or verjuice), pomegranate seeds, 
garlic and herbs, and is typically 
served with fish. 

The combination of walnuts 
and pomegranates is a classic 
pairing in Iranian cuisine. In this 
version, Sadr takes the classic 
preparation of kaale (uncooked) 
seerabeh and serves it as a dress- 
ing for a salad. Romaine hearts, 
purple carrots, radishes and 
orange segments provide the 
chromatic canvas upon which the 
pinkish sauce is drizzled. 

Khoresh morgh naardooni 
(pomegranate chicken stew), also 
called anar mosama, is another 
celebratory dish to serve on 
Yalda. The combination of pome- 
granate molasses and pomegran- 
ate seeds in this deeply flavorful 
stew showcases the various ways 
pomegranates can be used to 
achieve layers of flavor. 

After dinner, families snack on 
symbolic foods that are placed on 
the korsi. The red hue of pome- 
granates and watermelon flesh 
represents the rising crimson 
sun, and the melons, traditionally 
stored in cool basements in late 
summer to last until winter, are 
believed to keep illness at bay in 
the coming warmer months. 

A bowl of ajeel — mixed nuts, 
watermelon seeds and dried 
fruits — is also set on the korsi 
for prosperity, alongside hot tea, 
sweets and fresh seasonal fruits 
like persimmons. 

All of the food, the pomegran- 
ates in particular, serves as a 
joyful reminder that the re-emer- 
gence of the sun, light, hope and 
goodness is only but a night away. 
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A tangy pomegranate and walnut sauce usually served with fish is used 
here as a dressing for a salad of crisp, colorful vegetables and fruit. 


RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


another use. On a serving platter 

or on individual plates, neatly 
arrange the lettuce leaves, stacking 
some on top of one another. (If 
using Little Gems, just halve them 
lengthwise and place on the 
platter; no need to stack them. ) 

Or, chop the lettuce if you’d prefer. 


Scatter the radishes, carrots and 
orange segments on top. Sprinkle 
everything with a little salt. Stir the 
sauce to combine, and taste for 
seasoning and acidity. Drizzle over 
the salad and serve right away. Use 
as much sauce as desired. Serve 
with a side of bread to sop up any 


Khoresh morgh 
nardooni (pomegranate 
chicken stew) 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 112 hours 

A pinch of saffron threads 
(about % teaspoon) 

A pinch of sugar, plus more as 
needed 

4 bone-in, skin-on chicken legs 
(about 3 pounds) 

Kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 
¥% cup plus 2 tablespoons extra- 
virgin olive oil 

1 large yellow onion, diced 

34, teaspoon ground turmeric 

¥, teaspoon black pepper, plus 
more as needed 

1 tablespoon tomato paste 

2 tablespoons pomegranate 
molasses (see note) 

1% cups pomegranate seeds 
(from 1 large pomegranate) 
Lemon juice, as needed 

Mint leaves, for garnishing 
(optional) 

Steamed rice, fresh herbs, sliced 
radishes and scallion segments, 
for serving 

1. Bring 2 tablespoons water to 
boil in small saucepan, kettle or 
using the microwave, then let 
stand for 2 minutes to allow the 
temperature to drop slightly 
while you grind saffron. Using a 
mortar and pestle (or small bowl 
with the handle of a wooden 
spoon), grind saffron with small 
pinch of sugar to fine powder 
(about % teaspoon) and add the 
hot water. Gently stir, cover and 
let steep until ready to use. 

2. Season the chicken legs 
generously with salt (about 3 

¥% teaspoons). In alarge skillet 
with a lid, heat % cup of oil over 
medium-high. When the oil is 
hot but not smoking, reduce the 
heat to medium and add the 
chicken legs, skin-side down. 
Cook until the chicken is golden, 
5 to 8 minutes; we’re not looking 
to brown the chicken skin here, 
just to get a nice golden color. 
Flip and cook the other side 
until golden, 5 to 8 minutes. You 
may have to do this in batches. 
Transfer the chicken to a sheet 
pan or large plate. 

3. Leave behind about % cup 

of the rendered fat in the pan 
and discard the rest. Add half of 
diced onion and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until golden, about 
10 minutes. Sprinkle the onion 
with a little salt, “2 teaspoon of 
turmeric and the black pepper, 
and stir until fragrant, about 30 
seconds. 

4. Transfer the chicken legs 
along with any juices back to the 
pan skin-side down. Swipe the 
chicken through the turmeric- 
stained oil and flip so the skin 
side is up. Add 1% cups water, 
scraping up any bits stuck on the 
bottom. Bring to a gentle boil 
over medium-high heat, then 
reduce the heat to medium-low, 
cover and gently simmer the 
chicken for 25 minutes. 

5. Meanwhile, prepare 

the pomegranate sauce: IN 
small pan, heat remaining 2 
tablespoons of oil over medium. 
Add remaining diced onion 

and cook, stirring occasionally, 
until golden, about 10 minutes. 
Sprinkle onion with a little salt, 
add remaining 4% teaspoon of 
turmeric, and stir until fragrant, 
about 30 seconds. Reduce heat 
to medium-low, stir in tomato 
paste, and cook just to take off 
the raw taste and deepen its 
color, but taking care not to burn 
it, 1] minute. Add pomegranate 
molasses, give it a quick stir just 
to incorporate (pomegranate 
molasses burns quickly), then 
stir in 1% cups pomegranate 
seeds and save rest for garnish. 
Sprinkle with a little salt and 
remove from the heat. 

6. Add pomegranate sauce and 
saffron water to chicken, gently 
stir, and simmer uncovered over 
medium heat until the sauce 
reduces by about half and the 
chicken is tender, about 25 
minutes. Every once in awhile, 
spoon a little sauce over the 
chicken. If the sauce reduces 
too quickly, reduce the heat to 
medium-low or low. (You want 
enough sauce to spoon over 
rice and the chicken.) Taste 

for seasoning, and add a little 
sugar, 1 tablespoon at a time, if 
the pomegranate molasses is 
too sour or bitter. If your sauce 
is too sweet, balance it witha 
little lemon juice, 1 tablespoon 
atatime. 

7. Garnish with reserved 
pomegranate seeds and mint 
leaves, and serve over rice witha 
side of fresh herbs, radishes and 
scallions. 


Note: The flavor and tartness of 
pomegranate molasses varies 
by brand. Before cooking, taste it 
to get an idea of how tart, bitter 
or sweet yours is; you can always 
balance it with a little sugar, if 
necessary. 
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Jessica Seinfeld wants 
you to give vegan a go 


By Mark Kennedy 


Associated Press 


Jessica Seinfeld became 
a vegan almost by stealth. 
The cookbook author and 
philanthropist started 
quietly making separate 
meals for herself without 
dairy or meat. 

“T just started doing it 
myself and experiment- 
ing with it and not talking 
about it and kind of seeing 
how I would feel,” she says. 
“T undeniably felt better” 

Over time, she has 
managed to win over her 
three teenage kids and her 
husband, comedian Jerry 
Seinfeld, who all eat vegan 
these days. Now, she’s 
hoping to recruit even more 
with her new book “Vegan, 
at Times.” 

With more than 120 reci- 
pes — from vegetable spring 
rolls with peanut butter 
dipping sauce to red curry 
with zucchini noodles — 
Seinfeld hopes the book 
can inspire more meatless 
Mondays (and maybe a few 
meatless Thursdays, too). 

“T don’t know if T’ll ever 
get to be 100% vegan. That 
isn’t really my plan. My plan 
is to just do areally good 
job every single day with 
eating more vegetables, less 
meat and less dairy, and I’m 
succeeding,” she said. 

“Vegan, at Times,” writ- 
ten with Sara Quessen- 
berry, is ajudgement-free 
book with practical recipes 
that avoid dairy and meat. 
They can be prepared from 
ingredients at any store and 
made in 30 minutes or so. 
Seinfeld hopes readers can 
ease into veganism. 

“Myself and my family 
and lots of people that I 
know felt really intimidated 
by the aura around vegan- 
ism, which is that it’s strict 
and it’s militant and unless 
you do it at 100%, you are 
not welcome,’ she says. 

“T have areal issue 
around shaming people for 
their food choices. I just 
think that food is a privi- 
lege and it’s a pleasure. And 
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This French toast-pudding needs to be started a day ahead. DREAMSTIME 


Macaroni and cheese 


Makes: 6 servings 

Total time:55 minutes Active time: 35 minutes 

For the macaroni and cheese: 

¥ teaspoon kosher salt, plus more for pasta water 

1 pound short pasta, such as cavatappi, eloows or small shells 
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

5 tablespoons all-purpose flour 

4% cups unsweetened cashew or almond milk 

16 ounces (4 cups) shredded plant-based cheddar cheese 

2 tablespoons nutritional yeast 

1 teaspoon dry mustard 

¥%, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

¥g teaspoon cayenne pepper 

For the breadcrumb topping: 

1 cup panko or coarse dried breadcrumbs 

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

¥, teaspoon kosher salt 

Ye teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

1 clove garlic 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh flat leaf parsley, for serving 

1. Position the oven rack about 8 inches from the top and 
heat the oven to 400 degrees. 

2. Make the macaroni: Bring a large pot of water to a boil, 
then salt it. Add the pasta and cook until it’s a few minutes 
short of al dente (it will continue to cook in the oven). Drain 
into a colander and pass under cold running water to stop the 
cooking. Shake out any excess water. 

3. Meanwhile, to make the cheese sauce, in a large pot or 
Dutch oven, heat the oil over medium heat. Add the flour and 
cook, stirring with a wooden spoon, for about 3 minutes to 
cook out the raw flavor of the flour. Add 1 cup of the milk and 
whisk until it forms a smooth paste. Continue to whisk in the 
remaining milk a little at a time, at first, to avoid lumps. Let the 
mixture reach a simmer while whisking often, paying attention 
to the corners where the flour can collect. 

4.Remove from heat and add cheese, nutritional yeast, dry 
mustard, /% teaspoon salt, black pepper and cayenne pepper. 
Whisk until creamy and smooth. Add the pasta and stir well to 
coat. Taste for salt; you may want to add alittle more. Scrape 
the mixture into a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. 

5. Make the breadcrumb topping: In a small bowl, stir 
together the breadcrumbs, oil, salt and pepper. Grate in the 
garlic and stir to combine. 

6. Sprinkle the breadcrumbs over the macaroni and cheese. 
Bake for about 15 minutes, or until the sauce is bubbling. 
Then turn on the broiler and broil for 1 to 3 minutes, until the 
breadcrumbs are golden brown. Let cool for 5 minutes before 
serving and sprinkle the top with the parsley. 

— Recipe from Jessica Seinfeld’s “Vegan, at Times” 


if you are able to put food sloppy joe recipe that uses 
on your table and make cannellini beans and cauli- 
choices, you shouldn’t flower florets. For those 
complain about how craving barbeque, she broils 
anybody eats.” eggplant slices and puts 
The book is broken up them in hot pita pockets 


with homemade coleslaw. 
The fast-casual chain 
Chipotle is popular in Sein- 
feld’s family, so the author 
challenged herself to recre- 


into breakfast, mealtime, 
snacks, dessert and sauces. 
It leans on such veggies as 
chickpeas, sweet pota- 
toes and cauliflower, like a 


Panettone French toast 
makes for a festive holiday 


By Diane Rossen Worthington 


Tribune Content Agency 


It’s rich, it’s festive and it is perfect 
for holiday brunches. Whether you call 
this oven-baked French toast or bread 
pudding, the method is still the same: 
Dried out bread is soaked in custard and 


then baked. 


Panettone is a tall, domed-shaped bread 
that is sweet and studded with candied 
fruits. This soft, sweet bread hails from 
Northern Italy and is prized during the 
Christmas holidays. When I had quite a bit 
left over one holiday season, I decided to 
use it for a spectacular oven-baked French 
toast. Drying it out and using it as the base 


Oven-baked Panettone French 
toast with eggnog custard 


Makes: 8 servings 


1'%2-pound box Panettone, cut into 1-’%2-inch 


cubes, about 8 cups 
6 large eggs 

¥% cup baking sugar 
4 cups egsnog 

1 tablespoon vanilla 


1 teaspoon pumpkin pie seasoning 


Pinch freshly grated nutmeg 
Powdered sugar, for garnish 


of this bread pudding is a wonderful way 
to experience its deliciousness. It was 

hit! And while this is a wonderful break- 
fast/brunch dish, it is equally satisfying as 
dessert. 

This French toast-pudding needs to be 
started a day ahead to let the bread cubes 
dry out. This is a wonderful Christmas 
morning entree, since it is all prepared 
the night before and just put in the oven 
before serving. I like to serve this with 
grilled sausages or crispy bacon. Include 
a pitcher of mixed orange and grapefruit 
juice with a touch of pomegranate juice to 
round out the celebration breakfast. Spar- 
kling wine added to the juices elevates this 
menu into a celebratory occasion. 


vanilla, oumpkin pie seasoning and nutmeg, 
and mix to combine. 

4. Ladle the custard over the bread. (You 
may need to use your fingers to evenly 
distribute the ingredients.) Cover with foil 
and refrigerate overnight. 

5. The next morning remove from the 
refrigerator and remove foil and push the 
bread down with a wooden spoon to make 
sure the custard is evenly distributed. 
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Place the 
pudding in the oven and bake for 20 to 25 
minutes. 
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1. Place the bread cubes on a baking sheet 
a day before preparing the pudding and let 
rest on the counter overnight or until the 
bread cubes are dried out. 

2. Grease a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. 
Arrange the bread in the dish. 

3.In the bowl of an electric mixer, beat 
the eggs on medium speed until they are 
frothy. Add the sugar and beat the mixture 
until thick and a light lemon color, about 

3 minutes. Add the eggnog, reducing the 
speed to low, and mix to combine. Add the 


6. Open the oven, using heavy oven mitts 
and with a large spoon, push the bread 
down. The remaining liquid custard will 

rise. Sooon the custard evenly over the 
bread slices. Bake for about 15 to 20 more 
minutes or until a skewer inserted into the 
center comes out barely clean. Sprinkle with 
powdered sugar. 

Advance preparation: This dish may be 
prepared up to one day ahead through Step 
4, covered and refrigerated. Remove from 
the refrigerator ’2 hour before baking. 
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Jessica Seinfeld uses cashew or almond milk for their mild flavor in this macaroni and cheese, 
but you can experiment with other plant-based milks. MARK WEINBERG/GALLERY BOOKS 


rice and beans, which her 
16-year-old son admitted he 
was surprised to like. 

She also makes mac and 
cheese with a plant-based 
cheddar and cashew or 
almond milk. “You can’t 
go from zero to 60 with 
people. You have to wade in 
slowly. And so I make their 
favorites, but I make them 
vegan.” 

“Vegan, at Times” is Sein- 
feld’s fifth cookbook and 
she’s also the president and 
founder of Good+ Foun- 
dation, a nonprofit that 
provides services, educa- 


with SARA QUESSENBERGY 
‘ \ 


ate the taste of their dishes 
at home without meat. 
Hence her cauliflower 


—— 
ae, 


tional resources, tangi- 
ble goods and support for 
low-income families. She 
turned to veganism after 
her doctor recommended 
eating less dairy and meat. 
She also embraces its 
benefits for the planet and 
animals. 

She has found inspiration 
in recipes from outside the 
US, where meat and dairy 
aren’t the star of every dish. 
“How do we inch towards 
a healthier lifestyle overall 
as acountry? If we look at 
other countries, it makes it 
feel more doable to me.” 
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The year’s best 
books on wine 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


As delightful a beverage as 
wine might be, a deeper under- 
standing of culture and history 
invariably enhances the plea- 
sure of opening a bottle. Here 
are six of the best books on wine 
published in 2021, each of which 
will broaden your perspective on 
what’s in the glass. 


‘South of Somewhere’ 
by Robert V. Camuto 

Through three books, the first 
set in France, the second in Sicily 
and the latest, in southern Italy, 
Robert V. Camuto has explored 
the passions, personalities and 
convictions that compel idio- 
syncratic winemakers to push 
against institutional forces to 
achieve their visions. 

His new book, “South of Some- 
where: Wine, Food and the Soul 
of Italy” (University of Nebraska 
Press, $25), is his best yet, a razor- 
sharp evocation of the people, 
places and points-of-view that 
captures both the fatalism so 
often encountered in southern 
Italy and the stubborn refusal of 
its inhabitants to knuckle under. 

As ajournalist with family 
roots on the Sorrento Peninsula 
south of Naples, Camuto feels the 
allure of the region. Where others 
might, uncharitably, see solely a 
culture benighted by poverty, he 
is enchanted by its natural riches, 
the vitality of its people and its 
beautiful bureaucratic messiness 
that he sees as a saving grace. 

This relative lack of organiza- 
tion slowed its march to moder- 
nity, Camuto suggests, saving the 
south from many of the mistakes 
that have plagued other wine- 
making areas, like planting inter- 
national grapes at the expense of 
indigenous varieties or adopting 
nontraditional winemaking tech- 
niques. 

Camuto succeeds in captur- 
ing southern Italy at just the 
right moment, when a younger 
generation, better educated and 
more worldly than their parents, 
is taking over. They want to 


improve farming, make wine with 
more precision and sell it for prof- 


its around the world rather than 
pennies locally, and they want 
to do it without compromising 


A Funfetti Christmas treat 


By Patty Catalano 
TheKitchn.com 


By now we all know the 
history of Funfetti, a rain- 
bow-hued twist on a boxed 
cake mix, thanks to the 
folks at Pillsbury in 1989. It 
was revolutionary because 
instead of using the packet 
of sprinkles to decorate the 
outside of the cake, bakers 
were instructed to mix 
them into the batter. 

Today, you’d be hard- 
pressed to scroll through 
Instagram or Pinterest 
without seeing an array of 
rainbow-colored sprinkles 
adorning everything from 
doughnuts to dips. When 
I need a quick Funfetti fix, 
I turn to the easiest treat 
around —cookies — and 
make them even simpler. 


Christmas Funfetti 
bar cookies 


sugar in the bowl of astand 
mixer fitted with the paddle 
attachment. (Alternatively, 


cultural traditions. 


‘Foot Trodden’ by 
Simon J. Woolf and Ryan Opaz 

“Foot Trodden: Portugal and 
the Wines That Time Forgot” 
(Interlink Publishing, $35) by 
Simon J. Woolf and Ryan Opaz is 
an excellent introduction to the 
obscure history of Portuguese 
winemaking and its vitality and 
dynamic potential. 

“Foot Trodden,”’ named for 
the traditional method of crush- 
ing grapes with the feet — still 
common among port-produc- 
ers in the Douro Valley — is nota 
textbook that surveys Portuguese 
grapes and methods. 

Rather, it’s an impressionistic 
travel guide through the major 
wine regions. “Foot Trodden” 
introduces readers to a well- 
chosen group of growers and 
producers whose deftly rendered 
individual stories and distinctive 
wines shine a light on the insular- 
ity of Portuguese history and the 
potential future of its wines. 


‘Champagne Charlie’ 
by Don and Petie Kladstrup 

For a wine salesman, Charles 
Heidsieck led a surprisingly 
tempestuous life, with dizzying 
highs and unexpected, harrow- 
ing lows. 

In “Champagne Charlie: The 
Frenchman Who Taught Ameri- 
cans to Love Champagne” (Poto- 
mac Books, $33), Don and Petie 
Kladstrup offer not only a fasci- 
nating portrait of the 19th-cen- 
tury founder of the Charles 
Heidsieck Champagne house but 
an evocative sketch of America 
and the wine business around the 
time of the Civil War. 

Heidsieck’s life seems almost 
improbable. He was born into 
a family (and acommunity) 
of Champagne producers and 
merchants, but unable to find his 
place in the family business he 
started his own. He promoted 
his Champagne energetically 
and, against much advice, set his 
eyes on the United States as the 
market on which his company 
could make its fortune. 

He achieved great success at 
first, selling Champagne through 
force of personality, a 19th- 
century model for today’s “brand 
ambassadors.” Through several 
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make the frosting. 
Make the frosting: 
1. Place the butter and salt 
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These wine books, all from 2021, take you around the world and back, journeys that help to illuminate the people 
behind the bottles. THE NEW YORK TIMES 


arduous trips to the United States, 
he became something of a celeb- 
rity — Champagne Charlie — 

who was the toast of politicians 
and socialites and whose travels 
were chronicled by newspapers. 
“A glass of Charles” became a 
synonym for Champagne. 


‘Inside Burgundy’ 
by Jasper Morris 

Many books have been written 
about Burgundy over the years, 
but none currently is as useful 
and comprehensive a reference as 
the new second edition of “Inside 
Burgundy” (Berry Bros. & Rudd 
Press, $90), by Jasper Morris. 

The book includes all one 
might expect in a guide: detailed 
characterizations of Burgundy’s 
appellations, leading vineyards 
and producers, all enhanced by 
clear, detailed maps, along with 
examinations of the region’s 
history, weather and geology, 
grapes, viticulture and produc- 
tion and a look at how its wine 
trade is organized. Morris also 
addresses issues of terroir and 
style, which are particularly 
appropriate to Burgundy. 


‘You Had Meat Pét-Nat’ 
by Rachel Signer 

Natural wine has spawned all 
sorts of fantasies among those 
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Makes: 24 bars 

For the cookie layer: 
Cooking spray 

2 ¥%2 cups all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
34, teaspoon fine salt 

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted 
butter, at room temperature 
1% cups granulated sugar 

2 large eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¥, teaspoon almond extract 
¥% cup sprinkles 

For the frosting: 

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted 
butter, at room temperature 
¥, teaspoon fine salt 

4 cups (1 pound) powdered 
sugar, sifted 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¥, teaspoon almond extract 
2 tablespoons heavy cream 
¥3 cup sprinkles, plus more 
for decorating if desired 
Make the cookie layer: 

1. Arrange a rack in the 
middle of the oven and heat 
to 350 degrees. Line a 9-by- 
13-inch baking pan with a 
parchment sling, leaving 
several inches of parchment 
hanging over the 2 long sides 
of the pan. Spray the pan 
and parchment with cooking 
spray and set aside. 

2. Whisk the flour, baking 
powder and salt together in 
a medium bowl; set aside. 

3. Place the butter and 


use an electric hand mixer 
and a large bowl). Beat on 
medium speed until fluffy 
and lightened in color, about 
3 minutes. Stop to scrape 
down the sides of the bowl 
with a spatula as needed. 

4. Add eggs and beat on 
medium speed, making sure 
first egg is fully incorporated 
before adding the second. 
Add the vanilla and almond 
extracts and beat for 30 
seconds. Stop the mixer and 
scrape down the sides of the 
bowl and the paddle. 

5. Turn the mixer to low 
speed and slowly add the 
flour mixture. Stop mixing 
when flour is completely 
incorporated. Remove bowl 
from mixer. Add sprinkles 
and stir with a stiff soatula 
until evenly distributed. 

6. Transfer the dough into 
the prepared baking pan and 
spread into an even layer 
with wet fingers or an offset 
spatula. Bake until golden 
brown around the edges and 
light brown across the top, 
20 to 25 minutes. 

7. Place pan on a wire rack 
and cool for 10 minutes. Use 
parchment sling to lift the 
cookie slab out of the pan, 
then place the slab on the 
wire rack to cool completely. 
While the cookie slab cools, 


inaclean bowl of astand 
mixer fitted with the paddle 
attachment. (Alternatively, 
use an electric hand mixer 
and large bowl.) Beat 

on medium speed until 
lightened in color and 
creamy, about 3 minutes. 
Scrape down the sides of 
the bowl as needed. 

2. Turn the mixer to 

low speed and add the 
powdered sugar, 1 cup at 

a time, until incorporated. 
With the mixer still running, 
add the vanilla extract, 
almond extract and cream. 
Increase the speed to 
medium and beat until 
smooth and creamy, about 
2 minutes. Remove the bowl 
from the mixer and fold in 
the sprinkles. Cover with 

a clean, damp towel until 
ready to use. If the frosting 
starts to dry and develop a 
crust, simply beat again with 
the mixer until creamy. 

3. Once cookie slab has 
cooled, scoop frosting onto 
slab and use offset spatula 
to spread into an even layer. 
Top with additional sprinkles 
if desired. Let sit at room 
temperature for at least 30 
minutes to let the frosting 
form acrust. Trim the edges 
of the slab if desired, then 
slice into 24 bars. 
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peering in at that world. The 
unkind and deluded might sneer 
at hipster sommeliers saddling 
unwilling customers with their 
funky wines, made by unwashed 
hippies. More empathetic sorts 
might think of its denizens as 
wayward youth who must be 
permitted their mistakes before 
coming to their senses. 

Rachel Signer’s “You Had 
Me at Pét-Nat: A Natural Wine- 
Soaked Memoir” (Hachette, 
$28) offers a view from inside 
the world, demonstrating that 
young people in natural wine 
can be much like young people 
anywhere, trying to find a way 
to make a living doing what they 
find meaningful while searching 
for love and companionship. 

As the story opens, Signer is a 
young, would-be writer in New 
York supporting herself by work- 
ing in restaurants. After falling 
in love with pétillant naturel, an 
ancient style of sparkling wine 
revived by natural wine produc- 
ers, she is drawn headlong into 
this alt-community, which seems 
to have its own networks of 
shops, wine bars, restaurants and 
wine fairs. 

She decides to focus her writ- 
ing on natural wine, start a natu- 
ral-wine periodical and, witha 
friend, open a wine bar in Paris, a 
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*Sunday, 
December 19", 
8:30am-5pm 


Mon-Thurs, 4 


December 27"-30", 
8:30am-7pm 


*Friday, 


Lean Beef Stew 


Beef or Pork Brasciole 






Grocery 
Roland Escargots (7.75 


Brisochi (8.6 oz.) 


Dairy 


Land O'Lakes Butter ( 


All Holiday 


Produce 


Asparagus 
Iceberg Lettuce (Cello Head) 
Vine Ripe Tomatoes 
Carrots (1 |b. bag) 
Grape Tomatoes (pint) 
All Holiday Figs, Ceci, Fava, Nuts are in 
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Mon-Thurs, 
December 20"-23", 
8:30am-7pm 


December 31°, 
8:30am-5pm 


Choice Black Angus Brisket 


Half Sweet Hams - Uncured 
Loose Sliced Bacon by the pound 
Mountaire Extra Cleaned & Trimmed Boneless & Skinless Chicken Breasts -10 Ib. bag $2.99/lb. 
TAKING HOLIDAY ROAST ORDERS 


Maurizio Imported Gourmet Pasta (17.6 oz.) 
Anna Imported 00 Flour (2.25 lb. bag) 


Lavazza Crema Gusto Espresso (8.6 oz.) 


regular or unsalted - 1 lb.) 
Hood Sour Cream (pint) 

Tropicana Pure Premium Orange Juice (52 oz.) 
Hood Eggnog (1/2 gallon) 


Prepared Foods 


Barbecue Chicken Thighs 

Quartro Formaggio Mac & Cheese 

D&D Market's Store Made San Marzano Sauce (quart) 

D&D Market's All Purpose Dough (1 |b,) 

Our Store Made Personal Pizzas (12 inch - all varieties) 
Taking Holiday Orders 


Imported San Daniele Prosciutto 

Cooper Sharp American Cheese 

Margherita Pepperoni Sticks (whole) 

Aged & Very Sharp Imported Provolone Cheese (chunk) 
Taking Holiday Orders 





natural wine mecca. Things take 
an abrupt turn when, despairing 
of her romantic relationships, 
she unexpectedly hits it off with a 
natural wine producer. Only one 
problem: He lives in Australia. 
What follows is an inviting 
coming-of-age story that, though 
it takes place in a world of indig- 
enous yeast and native grapes, 
crown caps and biodynamic, 
back-to-the-earth farming, 
speaks to the universal yearning 
of anybody trying to find herself. 


‘On California’ 

Académie du Vin Library is 
kind of a cultural miner, pros- 
pecting for worthy-but-forgotten 
wine books to republish inter- 
spersed with occasional new 
works. 

Its latest book, “On Califor- 
nia: From Napa to Nebbiolo... 
Wine Tales From the Golden 
State” ($45), offers a little of 
both. Its short selections from 
nearly three dozen writers offer 
impressionistic, thought-pro- 
voking views of the state and its 
winemaking history. Most were 
written within the last decade 
but a few stretch back to the 
1980s and ’70s, offering a wealth 
of perspectives on how Califor- 
nia wine culture arrived at its 
current state. 


One of the 
IONE AYE 
Italian 
Specialty 


RY tad On 


D&D Market is just minutes from Hartford, Newington, Rocky Hill, 
Cromwell, Glastonbury and West Hartford. Come Check Us Out! 


Extended Holiday Hours 


*Friday, 
December 24", 
8:30am-5pm 


Saturday, 
December 25", 
CLOSED 
Merry Christmas! 
Sunday, Regular Hours 

January 2", Resume 
CLOSED ae 3", 2022 


Sunday, 
December 26", 
CLOSED 


Saturday, 
January 1°, 
CLOSED 
Happy New Year! 


Butcher Shop 


Fresh Ground Lean Sirloin - 5 |b. lots 

D&D Market's Meatball Mix (Ground Beef, Veal & Pork) - 5 Ib. lots 
Fresh Ground Chuck - 5 lb. lots 

Bone-In Beef Short Ribs 





$4.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$3.99/lb. 
$10.99/lb. 
$5.99/lb. 
$6.99/Ib. 
$9.99/lb. 
$8.99/lb. 
$5.99/lb. 
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_ . . 


$3.99 
$3.99 
$2.99 
$5.99 
$4.99 
All Holiday Cakes, Candies, Pizzele Irons & Specialties are Here 


Oz.) 
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Cheese, Meats, Eggnogs are in 





- 
$3.99/lb. 
$1.69 ea. 
$1.59/lb. 
99¢ ea. 
$1.99 ea. 


i 1 


$7.99/lb. 
$6.99/Ib. 
$8.99 ea. 
$1.99 ea. 
$7.99 ea. 





$19.99/lb. 
$4.99/lb. 
$6.99/lb. 
$7.99/lb. 





* Not Responsible for Typographical Errors 
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675 Wolcott Hill Rd. « Wethersfield ¢ (860) 785-8998 


STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday (8:30am-7pm) 
Saturday (8:30am-6pm), Sunday (8:30am-2pm) 
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This hearty, meatless meal is full of tender pasta, butternut squash and lots of warming brown butter — just the thing for a blustery evening. DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


Get cozy with creamy orzo 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


aybe it’s asymp- 
tom of having 
read too many 


19th-century British novels, 


but to me, a steaming bowl 
of porridge, speckled with 
nuggets of melting butter 
and crunchy flakes of 
salt, is possibly the most 
comforting meal I could 
curl up with on a blustery, 
gray evening. It should be 
sustaining enough for any 
heroine before she treads 
across the heath: thick and 
very savory, bearing little 
resemblance to anything 
sugared, cinnamon-topped 
and breakfast-appropriate. 
The only problem with 
this vision is getting the 
other members of my 
household to partake. 
Dinner porridge isn’t for 


everyone. Which is why ’'m 


apt to disguise it. Instead of 


salted oat porridge, I’ll offer 


risotto, polenta, congee or, 
as I have here, a one-pot 
dish of orzo simmered with 
butternut squash. 

When orzo is prepared 
in this manner, with just 
enough broth to cook it 
through without making it 
soupy, it becomes porridge- 
like in the best way. It’s 





A bit of lemon zest adds brightness to the orzo. 


same time. The only down- 
side is losing the caramel- 
ization that happens in 

the oven’s high heat. To 


soft and moundable, with 

a creamy texture that’s a 
little like risotto. And in this 
vegetable-laden version, 


it’s studded with velvety compensate, I sauté the 
butternut squash. squash in brown butter to 
Iusedtomakethisrecipe add that extra layer of nutty, 
by roasting the squash caramelized goodness. 
separately, then folding the As for the seasonings 
browned chunks into the (beyond the brown butter), 
orzo right at the end. they’re flexible. Just choose 
I’ve streamlined the an allium (shallot, leek or 


onion); a strong, hearty 
herb (sage, rosemary or 
marjoram); and some kind 


of well-flavored vegetable 
broth (or chicken broth). I 


process. Now I cook the 
squash in the same pot as 
the orzo, giving the butter- 
nut cubes a head start so 
everything is done at the 


like to also add some lemon 
zest and red pepper flakes 
for brightness and heat. 
Then, right at the end, a few 
tablespoons of Parmesan 
give the perfect amount of 
umami richness. 

If you’re the kind of 
person who likes to drizzle 
cream over your oatmeal, 
you might want to spoona 
few dollops of milky ricotta 
on top of this orzo. Either 
way, it will be a cozy dish 
that’s a perfect accompani- 
ment to that Gothic novel 
you just can’t put down. 


IKEA-inspired Swedish meatballs 


By Gretchen Mckay 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


For me, one of the best 
things about going to 
IKEA has always been its 
Swedish food market. I 
cannot begin to tell you 
how many Choklad Not 
bars I’ve eaten in the car 
on my way home over the 
years (mmm... hazelnuts!), 
and I’m also a huge fan of 
the raspberry Kafferep 
cookies. But the real draw 
is the store’s frozen Swed- 
ish meatballs. 

They can be heated up 
in minutes in the oven 
or frying pan, and when 
paired with buttered 
noodles and a big spoonful 
of the store’s lingonberry 
jam — well, what a quick, 
easy and delicious meal. 

I was pretty sad, then, 
when on arecent visit, 
an employee told me my 
local store would be out 
of meatballs for the next 
couple of months due to 
COVID-19 supply chain 
disruptions. 

Which is not to say you 
or I can’t still enjoy this 
favorite dish; we just have 
to spend a little more time 
in the kitchen making 
them from scratch. 

This recipe, adapted 
from Serious Eats, uses 
a blend of ground beef 
and pork for maximum 


flavor. The meatballs are 
bound with milk-soaked 





Swedish meatballs served on top of buttered noodles with a rich gravy make a filling meal. 
GRETCHEN MCKAY/PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 


bread and then cooked in dash of apple cider vine- 

a roux-based gravy made gar make it extra rich and 

with beefbrothand heavy flavorful. 

cream. A dollop of spicy I like the meatballs over 
brown mustard and a buttered noodles, but you 


could also pair them with 
mashed, boiled or roasted 
potatoes. Don’t forget 

the lingonberry jam for a 
sweet-tart finish. 


Makes: 4 servings 
Total time: 45 minutes 


into 34-inch cubes (3 cups) 


if you like 


1% Cups uncooked orzo 
1 lemon, zested and halved 


4 tablespoons unsalted butter 
34, cup thinly sliced shallots (2 to 3), or use onion or leek 
1 small (2-pound) butternut squash, peeled, seeded and cut 


Brown-butter orzo with butternut squash 


1 tablespoon finely chopped fresh sage leaves, or 2 teaspoons 
chopped rosemary or marjoram, plus more for serving, 


1 teaspoon fine sea salt or table salt, plus more as needed 

Ys, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, plus more for serving 
Ys, teaspoon red pepper flakes, plus more for serving 

3 cups vegetable stock or chicken stock 


2 tablespoons grated Parmesan, plus more for serving 

¥% cup whole-milk ricotta (optional) 

1. In amedium Dutch oven or a large (12-inch) skillet, melt 
butter over medium heat. Cook, swirling occasionally, until the 


foam subsides, the milk solids turn golden brown, and it smells 
nutty and toasty, 3 to 4 minutes. (Watch carefully to see that 


it doesn’t burn.) 


2. Stir in shallots and cook, stirring occasionally, until slightly 
softened, about 2 minutes. Add squash, sage, a large pinch 

of salt, the % teaspoon black pepper and the % teaspoon red 
pepper flakes and cook until squash is golden at the edges 
and begins to soften, 12 to 17 minutes. 

3. Add stock and bring to a simmer. Stir in orzo, lemon zest 
and the 1 teaspoon salt. Cover the pan and simmer over 
medium-low heat until orzo is just tender and most of the 
liquid is absorbed, 14 to 18 minutes, stirring once or twice. If 
the pan dries out before the orzo and squash are tender, add a 


splash or two of water. 


4.Remove pan from heat and stir in Parmesan. Taste and add 
more salt if needed and a squeeze of lemon juice if the dish 
needs brightness. Dollop with ricotta if using and sprinkle with 
more grated Parmesan and black pepper just before serving, 
garnishing the top with more red pepper flakes and sage. 


Swedish meatballs 


Makes: 6-8 servings 

1% cups cubed fresh bread 

¥ cup half-and-half 

5 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
divided 

1 medium onion, finely minced 
or grated, divided 

1 pound ground beef chuck 
(about 20% fat) 

1 pound ground pork 

4 teaspoons kosher salt, plus 
more for seasoning 

¥2 teaspoon allspice 

¥, teaspoon ground ginger 

¥% teaspoon ground nutmeg 

2 large eggs, beaten 

Freshly ground black pepper 
Canola or vegetable oil, for 
frying 

3 tablespoons flour 

2 cups homemade or store- 
bought beef stock 

Heaping teaspoon spicy brown 
mustard 

2 cup heavy cream, 
half-and-half or sour cream 
Dash of apple cider vinegar 
Minced flat-leaf parsley, for 
garnish 

Buttered, cooked egg noodles 
or boiled potatoes, for serving 
Lingonberry jam, for serving 

1. In medium bowl, combine 
bread with milk, tossing to 
coat. Let stand until bread is 
completely softened and most 
of the milk has been absorbed, 
about 10 minutes. 
2.Meanwhile, in a small 
skillet, melt 2 tablespoons 
butter over medium-high heat. 
Add half of the minced onion 
and cook, stirring, until onion 
is golden and tender, about 7 
minutes. 

3. To large bowl, add ground 
beef, ground pork, soaked 


bread and any remaining 

milk, cooked onion, remaining 
raw onion, 4 teaspoons salt, 
ground spices, eggs anda 
good grind or two of black 
pepper. Mix gently with hands 
until combined. 

4. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. Dipping 
your hands in water as needed 
to prevent meatball mixture 
from sticking, roll roughly 
tablespoon-sized portions of 
meatball mixture into balls 
slightly smaller than golf-ball 
size. Transfer to lined baking 
sheet. 

5. Set arack over a clean 
baking sheet and heat oven 

to 200 degrees. Heat about 2 
inch oil in a wide skillet to 350 
degrees. Working in batches, 
lower meatballs into oil and fry, 
turning until well browned all 
over, about 2 minutes. Transfer 
browned meatballs to rack and 
keep warm in the oven. 

6. In aamedium saucepan, 
melt remaining 3 tablespoons 
butter over medium-high heat 
until foamy. Whisk in flour and 
cook, whisking, until raw flour 
smell is gone, about 3 minutes. 
Whisk in beef stock, bring to 

a boil, lower heat to a simmer 
and cook until thickened, 
about 3 minutes. Stir in 
mustard, cream and cider 
vinegar, then season to taste 
with salt and pepper. 

7. Add meatballs to gravy 

and stir to coat. Simmer until 
meatballs are heated through. 
Serve with buttered noodles or 
potatoes, and lingonberry jam. 
You also can spear them with 
toothpicks as an hors d’oeuvre. 
— Adapted from seriouseats. 
com 


